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Employment and education 
2011- Nadine M. Tang and Bruce L. Smith Professor of Cross-Cultural Social 

Sciences, UC Berkeley 

1995- Department of Linguistics, UC Berkeley (Assistant Professor 1995-1999, 
Associate Professor 1999-2007, Professor 2007-) 

1990-1995 Assistant Professor of Linguistics, University of Texas at Austin 

1990 Ph.D. in Linguistics, Harvard University 

1984 A.B., Harvard College 

Administrative positions 
2013-2018 Chair, Department of Linguistics, UC Berkeley 

2011- Director, California Language Archive, UC Berkeley 

2007- Director, Survey of California and Other Indian Languages, UC Berkeley 

Selected awards 
2015 Best Paper in Language Award, Linguistic Society of America (with Will 

Chang, Chundra Cathcart, and David Hall) 

2009 Fellow of the Linguistic Society of America 

2007 Distinguished Teaching Award, UC Berkeley 

Selected grants 
2015 ‘Linguistic and ethnographic sound recordings from early twentieth-

century California: Optical scanning, digitization, and access', NSF and 
NEH ($400,000, PI with Ira Jackniss and Erik Mitchell)  

2011-2014 ‘Karuk [kyh] and Yurok [yur] syntax and text documentation’, NSF 
($154,425, PI with Line Mikkelsen) 

2007-2010 ‘Berkeley Indigenous Language Resources: Access, Archiving, and 
Documentation’, NEH ($340,000) 
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Books 
2014 Basic Yurok (Survey of California and Other Indian Languages, Reports, vol. 

16), 309 pp. (http://escholarship.org/uc/item/2vw609w4) 

2012 Grammatical change: Origins, nature, outcomes, ed. by Dianne Jonas, John 
Whitman, and Andrew Garrett (Oxford University Press)  

2005 Preliminary Yurok Dictionary, compiled by Andrew Garrett, Juliette Blevins, 
and Lisa Conathan (Yurok Language Project, Department of Linguistics, UC 
Berkeley), xv + 248 pages 

Selected book chapters and refereed articles 
2015 ‘Ancestry-constrained phylogenetic analysis supports the Indo-European 

steppe hypothesis’ (with Will Chang, Chundra Cathcart, and David 
Hall), Language 91: 194-244 

 ‘Sound change’, in The Routledge handbook of historical linguistics, ed. by Claire 
Bowern and Bethwyn Evans (Routledge), p. 227-248 

2013 ‘Descent and diffusion in language diversification: A study of Western Numic 
dialectology’ (with Molly Babel, Michael Houser, and Maziar Toosarvandani), 
International Journal of American Linguistics 79: 445-489 

2012 ‘Phonetic bias in sound change’ (with Keith Johnson), in Origins of sound 
change: Approaches to phonologization, ed. by Alan C. L. Yu (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press), pp. 51-97 

2011 ‘An online dictionary with texts and pedagogical tools: The Yurok Language 
Project at Berkeley’, International Journal of Lexicography 24 (2011) 405-419 

2009 ‘Analogical morphophonology’ (with Juliette Blevins), in The nature of the 
word: Essays in honor of Paul Kiparsky, ed. by Kristin Hanson and Sharon 
Inkelas (MIT Press), pp. 527-545 

2008 ‘Paradigmatic uniformity and markedness’, in Explaining linguistic universals: 
Historical convergence and universal grammar, ed. by Jeff Good (Oxford 
University Press), pp. 125-143 

2007 ‘The rise and fall of l-sandhi in California Algic’ (with Juliette Blevins), 
International Journal of American Linguistics 73: 72-93 

2006 ‘Convergence in the formation of Indo-European subgroups: phylogeny and 
chronology’, in Phylogenetic methods and the prehistory of languages, ed. by 
Peter Forster and Colin Renfrew (McDonald Institute for Archaeological 
Research), pp. 139-151 

2001 ‘Reduplication and infixation in Yurok: Morphology, semantics, and 
diachrony’, International Journal of American Linguistics 67: 264-312 
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PhD dissertations directed 
In prog. Kayla Begay, Topics in Wailaki grammar (co-chair with Justin Spence, UC 

Davis) 

 Will Chang, Refinements in lexicostatistical phylogenetics 

 Clare Sandy, Prosodic prominence in Karuk 

2015 Chundra Cathcart (Postdoctoral researcher, Linguistics and Phonetics, Lund 
University), Iranian dialectology and dialectometry  

 Tom Recht (Lecturer, Classics and Linguistics, San Francisco State University 
and UC Berkeley), Verb-initial clauses in Ancient Greek prose: A discourse-
pragmatic study (2015)  

2014 David Kamholz (Lexical Data Specialist, Long Now Foundation), 
Austronesians in Papua: Diversification and change in South Halmahera-West 
New Guinea 

2013 Justin Spence (Asst. Prof. of Native American Studies, UC Davis), Language 
change, contact, and koineization in Pacific Coast Athabaskan 

2012 Hannah Haynie (Postdoctoral Fellow, Colorado State University), Studies in 
the history and geography of California languages 

2010 David Goldstein (Assistant Prof. of Linguistics and Indo-European Studies, 
UCLA), Wackernagel's Law in fifth-century Greek (Classics; co-chaired 
with Donald Mastronarde)  

2008 Gabriela Caballero (Assoc. Prof. of Linguistics, UC San Diego), Choguita 
Rarámuri (Tarahumara) phonology and morphology 

2007 Esther J. Wood (Research Asst. Prof. and Asst. Director, Language Science 
Center, University of Maryland), The semantic typology of pluractionality 

2006 Mary Paster (Assoc. Prof. of Linguistics, Pomona College), Phonological 
conditions on affixation (co-chaired with Sharon Inkelas)  

2004 Lisa Conathan (Head of Special Collections, Williams College Libraries), The 
linguistic ecology of northwestern California: Contact, functional convergence and 
dialectology 

2002 Matthew Juge (Assoc. Prof. of Modern Languages, Texas State University, 
San Marcos), Tense and aspect in periphrastic pasts: Evidence from Iberian 
Romance 

 

 


