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�)�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J���Q�R�Z���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�����K�R�Z���Z�R�U�W�K�Z�K�L�O�H���Z�D�V���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�U�V�H���L�Q���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q
�Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U�V���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���D�W���W�K�L�V���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�"

�*�U�D�G���8�Q�G�H�U�J�U�D�G��
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�,�1�6�7�5�8�&�7�2�5���3�5�2�9�,�'�(�'���4�8�(�6�7�,�2�1�6�����&�8�6�7�2�0�������,�I���D�Q�\���U�D�W�L�Q�J���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�S�S�H�D�U���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�\
�Z�H�U�H���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�\���\�R�X�����,�I���E�O�D�Q�N�����\�R�X���G�L�G���Q�R�W���D�G�G���D�Q�\���F�X�V�W�R�P���L�W�H�P�V���W�R���\�R�X�U���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���Y�L�H�Z�D�E�O�H
�R�Q�O�\���E�\���\�R�X���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�S�R�U�W���Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V���L�Q���\�R�X�U���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W��

�2�3�(�1���(�1�'�(�'���4�8�(�6�7�,�2�1�6�����4�8�$�/�,�7�$�7�,�9�(��

�'�(�3�$�5�7�0�(�1�7���3�5�2�9�,�'�(�'���4�8�(�6�7�,�2�1�6�����4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���\�R�X�U���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U
�L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�L�V���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q��

�3�O�H�D�V�H���X�V�H���W�K�L�V���V�S�D�F�H���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H���D�V���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V
�R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U�
�V���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�����:�K�D�W���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G���\�R�X���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�"

�&�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V

�7�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���G�H�F�H�Q�W���W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�����E�X�W���,�
�G���K�R�S�H�G���W�R���J�D�L�Q���P�R�U�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H��

�,���I�H�O�W���W�K�D�W���Z�H���G�L�G�Q�
�W���K�D�Y�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�L�P�H���W�R���J�R���L�Q�W�R���S�D�S�H�U�V���D�V���P�X�F�K���D�V���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H�����$�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�S�H�U�V���D�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���E�X�W���,
�Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�J�J�H�V�W���F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���O�L�V�W���V�R�P�H�����$�O�V�R���,���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���S�R�V�W�V���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���Z�H�H�N��

�,���U�H�D�O�O�\���O�L�N�H�G���K�R�Z���I�O�H�[�L�E�O�H���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�D�V���L�Q���D�G�D�S�W�L�Q�J���W�R���R�X�U���W�L�P�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W�V�����,���D�O�V�R���U�H�D�O�O�\���O�L�N�H�G���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���Q�H�Z���W�R�R�O�V
�D�Q�G���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���G�H�E�D�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�H�O�G���R�I���S�K�R�Q�R�O�R�J�\��
�,���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���W�R���E�H���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���P�R�U�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G�����D���P�R�U�H���F�O�H�D�U���V�\�O�O�D�E�X�V���D�W���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U�������,
�Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���K�D�Y�H���O�L�N�H�G���D���P�R�U�H���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�±�O�L�N�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�����D�V���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���D���P�R�U�H���O�H�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�±�V�W�\�O�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�������7�K�D�W���V�D�L�G���W�K�R�X�J�K��
�W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���G�L�G���H�Y�R�O�Y�H���W�R���E�H���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�±�O�L�N�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U��

�,���U�H�D�O�O�\���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�U�V�H�����7�K�H���Z�R�U�N�O�R�D�G���Z�D�V���P�D�Q�D�J�H�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���,���I�H�O�W���O�L�N�H���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�D�F�N���L�Q���D���O�R�W���R�I
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���Q�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����,���D�O�V�R���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���Z�D�V���X�V�H�I�X�O���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���V�H�W�V�������±�����L�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�O
�D�P�R�X�Q�W�����D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N���W�K�U�X���W�K�H���G�D�W�D���R�Q���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���L�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���W�K�H�V�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���P�R�G�H�O�V���Z�R�U�N���7�K�D�Q�N�V���I�R�U���D���J�U�H�D�W
�V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U��

�3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�D�E�O�H�����K�H�O�S�I�X�O�����D�Q�G���F�O�H�D�U���Z�K�H�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�����,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W
�P�D�W�W�H�U�����&�R�X�U�V�H�Z�R�U�N���Z�D�V���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���V�F�D�W�W�H�U�H�G��

�,�1�6�7�5�8�&�7�2�5���3�5�2�9�,�'�(�'���4�8�(�6�7�,�2�1�6�����&�8�6�7�2�0�������,�I���D�Q�\���R�S�H�Q���H�Q�G�H�G���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�S�S�H�D�U���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
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Results of survey

 

Started: May 28, 2017

 

Ended: June 11, 2017

 

Reply rate: 100%  ( 3 / 3 )

Sakai Online Evaluation System



SP17 LING 219 and 219G Eval Smith

Course/Group Items:

Please give serious thought to your

comments. They play an important role in

evaluating the instructorÕs teaching. They will

also be studied by the instructor after the final

grades have been posted, and used to improve

future offerings of the course. Your comments

will always remain anonymous.
1. Your major:
3 answers, mean = 1.00

Linguistics

Language Studies

Other

100 % (3)

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

2. Why did you take this course?
I was interested in the treatment of variability in OT.¥

To fulfill degree requirements and interest in the subject.¥

I am interested in phonological variation and especially

interested in learning more about tools that can be used to

model variation.

¥

3. About how many hours per week, outside of class,

did you devote to work for this course?
Unfortunately, I was not able to spend as much time on the

readings during the time I was auditing.

¥

5-10¥

3¥

4. What did you perceive the goals of the course to

be?
To explore (and get some hands-on analysis experience) the

treatment of variability in the modern phonology literature.

¥

To introduce students to methods of examining and

explaining variation phenomena in phonology.

¥

1. To teach us several different variants of OT that can

account for variation and optionality.

2. To introduce us to computational tools that we can use to

model variation.

¥

5. Has the course been successful in achieving those

goals? If not, why not? If so, how?
Yes.¥

Yes. The readings were selected so that they included

seminal papers in the methods introduced in class as well as

papers applying and critiquing said methods.

¥

Yes. I feel like I have a firm grasp on several different OT

variants, including Maxent Stochastic OT and Harmonic

¥

Grammar. I had heard of these, but now I feel like I

understand how they are different from classic OT, I

understand their benefits and weaknesses, and I can use a

computer to model data that includes optionality or variation

in several ways.

6. What did you like most about this course?
I liked that we got to install and actually use some of the

tools discussed in the papers we read.

¥

Brian's demonstrations and in-class walkthroughs of how to

use software and apply computational methods to data

analysis.

¥

Learning how to use OT Soft and OT Help.¥

7. If you could change one thing about the course,

what would it be?
Problem sets or assignments using software would help,

especially in a course of this breadth. Using a class website

(in addition to emails) for class communication would help

as well.

¥

It was a little slow and sometimes repetitive. I think with so

few students it could have been more interactive and we

could have gotten more practice using other computer tools,

for instance. Early on in the course we were getting a lot of

practice using the  computer, but then that kind of slowed

down. Brian has a lot of experience using these tools so I

would have liked to get more practice.

¥

8. What advice would you give a fellow student

contemplating taking this course?
Do the readings and attend and participate in class.¥

Some of the readings are dense and math heavy, so ask

questions if there are things that you don't understand. Brian

knows a lot about this topic.

¥

9. Please evaluate the instructor on such issues as

clarity, enthusiasm, availability, and overall teaching

effectiveness.
He was always clear and enthusiastic about the topic.¥

Brian is very enthusiastic about this subject, and his

enthusiasm shone through during class meetings, where

Brian proved to be an effective instructor. Brian used

handouts to present class material, which I found to be a very

helpful feature of the course. However, perhaps he didn't

have to print out a completely new handout each class,

especially if the new handout contained material which was

already in a previous handout. Brian had a clear presentation

style with clear handouts and effective use of whiteboard

space. With software and other computational

demonstrations, Brian showed his enthusiasm for and deep

understanding of the methods and showed how tweaking the

input parameters could lead to different results. Brian was

very available for meeting with students outside of class and

¥



was very approachable to discuss meetings or other issues.

Brian is very enthusiastic about the topic and he has a lot of

experience with modeling variation. I feel like I learned a lot

from him. I think he has a tendency to lecture sometimes,

which is unfortunate with such a small class. I feel like he

often goes too slow and repeats himself often. While this

sometimes made the class kind of boring, I feel like I have

really internalized the core points of the class, and I am sure

I will be able to use what I've learned as I continue in my

career.

¥

Rate the quality of the following from poor to

excellent.
10. Instructor's overall effectiveness as a teacher
3 answers, mean = 4.67

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

33 % (1)

67 % (2)

11. The course overall as a learning experience
3 answers, mean = 4.67

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

33 % (1)

67 % (2)

The value to your learning of the following:
12. Course content:
3 answers, mean = 4.67

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

33 % (1)

67 % (2)

13. Course organization:
3 answers, mean = 4.00

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

33 % (1)

33 % (1)

33 % (1)

14. Readings, if any:
3 answers, mean = 4.67

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

33 % (1)

67 % (2)

15. Written work/other work:
3 answers, mean = 3.67

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

67 % (2)

0 % (0)

33 % (1)

16. Any additional comments?
I was only able to audit the first few weeks of the quarter,

and was not the most prepared participant either. I

appreciated the instructor's generosity in still having me in

the seminar.

¥
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W17 LING 101 Eval Smith

Course/Group Items:

Please give serious thought to your

comments. They play an important role in

evaluating the instructorÕs teaching. They will

also be studied by the instructor after the final

grades have been posted, and used to improve

future offerings of the course. Your comments

will always remain anonymous.
1. Your major:
24 answers, mean = 1.88

Linguistics

Language Studies

Other

33 % (8)

46 % (11)

21 % (5)

2. Why did you take this course?
requirement¥

required¥

I took this course because it is a requirement for my major.¥

It was required¥

DC requirement. Also, I took French Phonology last quarter

and I wanted to compare the two

¥

It counted as an outside course for my actual major.¥

It was a requirement.¥

Because it is one of the core courses for my major.¥

to fulfill a requirement and becasue it seemed more

interesting than some other branches of linguistics

¥

It's mandatory.¥

One of my classes I'm supposed to take from linguistics

classes

¥

German Language Minor¥

Major requirement¥

required¥

Required¥

I am a linguistics minor.¥

 interdisciplinary elective for my major.¥

Major Requirement¥

Gad requirement¥

Because I had to.¥

Need it to declare my major.¥

I took this course because it is a requirement for my major.¥

To fulfill a requirement¥

I have an interest in linguistics (specifically sociolinguistics)

and thought that phonology sounded interesting and

challenging.

¥

3. About how many hours per week, outside of class,

did you devote to work for this course?
15+¥

6ish¥

I devoted about five hours per week, outside of class, for this

course.

¥

At least 3-6¥

20-30¥

So much time. It really depends. It can take me days to work

on an assignment.

¥

12 hours at least or more¥

6 hours¥

6-8¥

8¥

around 20 hours¥

10¥

10+¥

3¥

7¥

6¥

7¥

10¥

5-10¥

8¥

7 hours¥

8?¥

around 7-10¥

12¥

4. What did you perceive the goals of the course to

be?
introduce phonology¥

I perceive the goals of the course to be understanding how to

do basic phonological analyses.

¥



To understand the basic rules and aspects of phonology in

order to understand the sounds of various languages.

¥

The goals of Phonology were to to have students be able to

analyze data and create rules governing sound changes in

relation to morphology, syntax, and phonological patterns.

¥

To learn how to pronounce words better and how to teach

others how to pronounce  certain words. The details of the

sounds and language in a mathematical way.

¥

To learn what phonology is and how to apply it to data¥

The goals were made very clear¥

- have a better grasp on phonemes

- learn more about phonetics

¥

getting the basic phonology knowledge¥

To understand sounds and how they interact/apply to

language overall. This helps when applied to 2nd Language

learning by changing the way you see words and hear

sounds.

¥

Understand phonology¥

learn basic phonology concepts¥

Understand the patterns of sounds of different languages.¥

An in depth introduction to phonology¥

I did not know what to expect¥

To develop fundamental skills for phonological analysis.¥

Data analysis and writing rules to account for the given data¥

I have not idea. We did features for like 4 weeks and I was

like, what the fuck?

¥

To be able to understand the basics of phonology and to

learn the basics of analyzing phonetic datasets.

¥

Coming into this class I wanted to learn about the speech

patterns and pronunciations of various languages.

¥

To understand and learn IPA and how phonology is used and

applied in language.

¥

5. Has the course been successful in achieving those

goals? If not, why not? If so, how?
yes¥

Yes, the course has been successful in achieving those goals.

The professor and TAs are great resources, and the lectures /

sections also help with understanding the material.

¥

Yes, I do know more about how sounds are made now¥

For the most part. I think that this class should be modified

more for the quarter system, but that's not Brian's fault.

¥

Yes it has¥

Yes, because I now know more about Phonology and how to

apply phonological skills to the data, both of the TA's were

extremely helpful in grasping all of the information.

¥

very successful. I dont think we've gotten through all the

material but the material we have completed, we have

completed very well.

¥

the course has briefly touched on phonetics and phonemes

are still fairly fuzzy, mainly in regards to features.

¥

yes, it's been successful¥

I felt lost in the weeds that wouldn't have gotten a major

student down. I started to lose my understanding of the

topics toward the end. I still feel that I've learned a great deal

that can help me learn a new language or continue to learn

the ones I've practiced with more intuition.

¥

Yes, very thorough and consistent review of the material¥

yes¥

Sort of. It's very complicated and technical.¥

Yes, it covered a lot more of the subject matter than I

expected.

¥

I learned more about what phonology was so yes.¥

Yes, I now know how to approach and interpret phonological

data quite well.

¥

Yes it has, I do feel comfortable analyzing data of foreign

languages, however im not completely comfortable.

¥

I know features.¥

Yes, these skills have been taught.¥

The course has definitely been successful in achieving this

goal, each activity and homework that we did focused on a

different language.

¥

I believe so because I definitely have a much better grasp on

phonology.

¥

6. What did you like most about this course?
the professor was really nice and you can understand him¥

honestly i hated phonology before this course, but Brian

made it accessible and enjoyable. I like phonology now, and

I'm super grateful for that. complete 180.

¥

I liked the sections the most.¥

I enjoyed the the examples of different languages.¥

The enthusiasm on the part of the professor. He actually

wants you to learn and retain the material.

¥

I liked how the professor eased us in slowly about the

concepts in class. It helped a lot.

¥

How easy going and funny the professor was and how he¥



really wanted us to understand it and show different ways

how to do it and learn where everyone has experience on.

The perseverance of both the TA's in explaining material

during section and their clarity in interpreting what we

needed to do the homework.

¥

Brian! He is such an awesome professor. He is reasonable

and enthusiastic and is accommodating. My grandfather

passed away in the middle of the quarter and I have never

had a professor more understanding and lenient than Brian in

making up for the missed classes and giving me extensions.

Above all things, Brian is kind and fair.

¥

The analyzation of data sets from multiple languages.¥

I enjoyed the instructors style of teaching and interactivity.¥

The instructor's flexibility and understanding¥

I liked the format of the class, and that it closely followed the

handouts

¥

Learning about random languages.¥

I found the subject of phonology interesting¥

I really enjoyed the weekly homework assignments,

analyzing the weekly sets of data proved to be essential to

put to practice the major concepts of the course.

¥

Analyzing different accents of the same language.¥

Missing class, knowing I wouldn't miss out on anything.¥

Syllables and Morphology, they were the most pleasant

thing.

¥

In this course I most enjoyed learning about english and the

patterns found in this language since it is my native

language. In most language/linguistics classes we focus more

on foreign languages rather than the language spoken in the

class (English!).

¥

I honestly hated this class, but Brian was my favorite part

about coming to class. He really tried to make an 8am class

entertaining and his enthusiasm for the content encouraged

me to learn, but sadly, I am not a phonology person. This is

through no fault of Brian or the TAs.

¥

I really liked learning about IPA.¥

7. If you could change one thing about the course,

what would it be?
no midterm/final.

we're never gonna have to analyze data while being timed,

never gonna be analyzing data in a vacuum (with only a two-

sided sheet of notes), so why the final?

why not just a longer problem set?

honestly interested, i honestly don't understand why

¥

If I could change one thing about the course, I would change

the time of the class.

¥

To have the TAs be allowed to help us with the homework. It

was often challenging and took many hours to complete

outside of class. Not everyone has the time or option to pair

up with friends to do homework outside of class.

¥

Please use PowerPoint instead of handouts. It is easier to

follow, and thus notes will be more organized.

¥

To maybe explain about the hw a bit more in class and

maybe to have a more organized lecture to be more detail

about what it is we are learning.

¥

The instructor's method of teaching, clarity and pace.¥

The homework assignments. I wish every assignment was

formatted more similarly to the midterm in a step-by-step

manner. It's hard on homeowrk if you miss one thing, you

feel like youre totally stuck and cant complete any other part

of the homework.

¥

I know that ten weeks is not enough, but sometimes I felt he

went so fast and it overwhelmed me.

¥

I need more time. I felt rushed and not able to catch up. Even

in class it seemed like there was no time to linger on any

topics. Feeding information works well for some highly

dedicated major students but is very frustrating for someone

who doesn't intend to study linguistics in depth.

¥

Nothing, it has been one of the courses most conducive to

my understanding and learning the material.

¥

attendance/section should be part of the grade¥

Take home final.¥

The material is too advanced, most students have never done

phonology.

¥

Not an 8:00a.m¥

Change the time to something other than 8am¥

Use section to help people who are behind or slacking! It

was so frustrating coming to class just to review features for

like the 8th time. We were so behind the original syllabus. I

really hope I'm not behind in Phono II.

¥

The fact that such a difficult class is at 8am was a problem.

Many people missed class because of the hours and I know

that 8ams are just part of the deal for college, but this class

requires too much brain power to be half asleep still.

¥

Probably to spend more time on learning IPA.¥

8. What advice would you give a fellow student

contemplating taking this course?
take it with Brian (teacher made such a huge difference for

me)

¥



Go to lectures/sections, and work on homework bit by bit

everyday.

¥

To get a different book than the required textbook. Also to

prepare for hours of confusing homework.

¥

Pay attention in this class! Work with classmates/friends, it is

possible to do this on your own but very(very) time

consuming.

¥

Take MSI and go to Section.¥

Make sure to read and do not get left behind and look at the

handouts and to use your quiz noted Wisely. To come to

class each day or you will miss important

information.communicate a lot with professor and ta's. Start

early on problems and get as much help as you can.

¥

To attend MSI in order to get your questions answered and to

review all that was taught in class. Additionally, make sure

to look at homework as soon as it is uploaded so you can

receive help during section.

¥

take it but only take it with Brian. be prepared to make a lot

of weird sounds and spend a lot of time on the assignments.

¥

Expect to spend a good amount of time trying to figure out

what needs to be done on each homework assignment. Once

you figure out what needs to be done, the write ups are fairly

easy.

¥

not taking with syntax I¥

Be prepared to "spend as much time [on it] as you would for

syntax". In all seriousness, this class demands a lot of your

time.

¥

Listen in class and you will do well.¥

go to class and section and pay attention when Brian goes

over what will be on the quizzes

¥

It's hard, consider taking it pass no pass if you can.¥

I do not recommend it unless it is for your major, it is a lot of

work and gets very challenging.

¥

That its a great course that is challenging but yet enjoyable;

but to not bother taking the course if they are not willing to

devote time to it.

¥

Be able to commit to this class and ask questions/ go to

office hours as much as possible.

¥

Don't take syntax and phono at the same.¥

Study like your life depends on it, go to office hours and

section, go to two sections if you can. Office hours, ask

questions! Do homework in groups, collaborate, write your

sheet of notes, go to class. It's a lot of work but satisfying

when you finally get it!

¥

Go to office hours!!¥

Going to office hours helped me a great deal. I have been

about 20% confused since the beginning but Brian was

willing to talk about our troubles during lecture and he was

available for many different times for his office hours.

¥

Definitely read the book and take a step back when things

get complicated.

¥

9. Please evaluate the instructor on such issues as

clarity, enthusiasm, availability, and overall teaching

effectiveness.
Brian is awesome. Very clear, clearly enthusiastic, and

overall made phonology fun. I went into this class slightly

traumatized from trying to take it last spring quarter, but the

wonderful team leading it (Brian, Jake, and Jed) made me

really enjoy it. Brian is the perfect teacher. he's exactly what

i needed for this course, and i am so so grateful for him.

Very well organized, while remaining flexible. His

wonderful human-ness made me want to do well in the class,

and his wonderful teaching policies (you get an extension if

you need one) made it possible. Honestly, just by being a

friendly and approachable person made this class great. If I

needed help, I wasn't hesitant to ask. Didn't feel bad if I got

something wrong.

From the get-go it was clear that Brian wanted us to succeed,

and was going to do everything he could to help us succeed.

He's a gem, an absolute gem.

¥

I loved Brian! He's quite clear during instruction, and he's

very enthusiastic while teaching, which is great for an 8 AM

class. He's always available for students if they need help.

Overall, he's an excellent instructor.

¥

Brian was very clear with his intentions, but phonology is

such a dense subject that often what he explained went over

my head until repeated several times.

¥

The instructor clearly is passionate about his field. He moved

at an unreasonable pace for the quarter system. He was

sometimes vague in his lectures, and expected people to

remember concepts from LING 50, which is typically taken

in the first year. He was pretty lenient in requesting

extensions for homework, which was helpful. He also was

available through office hours and email to answer questions.

¥

You did a great job!¥

overall he was great I would take this professor again. Very

fair and nice I'd say he is a true professor.

¥

Although Brian is very enthusiastic (which is always great to

see in an instructor), his teaching was not evenly paced and

overall teaching was not clear or effective. Examples or

general tangents took a lot of class time, leaving little for

actual discussion or definition of concepts. There wasn't

much definition of how to get the right/wrong rule, at times

the instructor would follow through with a rule that wasn't

¥



correct and I know that confused myself and my colleagues a

lot of the times. Therefore, I believe most of the learning was

done during section and outside tutoring.

I said this above already! Brian is awesome. Though

sometimes there were too many tangents and I felt like we

lost track of the real point of the lecture. Also, sometimes the

examples given had mistakes that made me super confused.

Lastly and most importantly, the homework needs to be

graded and returned far more quickly. WE cannot improve

unless we know what we did wrong previously...

¥

Brian is a good professor but he tends to be fairly boring and

hard to pay attention to. He is mostly clear with the

occasional confusing statements every now and then. He is

extremely understanding and is the perfect amount of lenient

and strict.

¥

Overall I'd give Brian a 7. I thought he was willing and able

to teach the class and navigate us through times of confusion.

That being said, there needs to be more consideration for

students coming from various levels and backgrounds in

linguistics. This field has a language specific to it, so it takes

some people much longer to grasp concepts.

¥

5 out of 5¥

Professor was clear and enthusiastic and was very

encouraging of student participation.

¥

Brian was very enthusiastic and available.¥

I felt that the class materials should have been explained

more simplistically, it was hard to follow Brian's dialogue,

he is an expert in this field and it shows however that tends

to be where the communication lacks. He does not dumb it

down for us which I think should be done considering that

for most students it was our first time really being exposed to

phonology.

¥

Doctor Smith is a great professor, very enthusiast, available,

clear in speaking.

¥

I think he did a great job in all areas¥

Very enthusiastic, but Brian spent too much time coddling

students who were struggling with very basic concepts. This,

in turn, resulted us going over features in like week 6, when

we learned about them in week 2. I feel like we've barely

learned anything this quarter. When a teacher doesn't push

you to do your best or suck it up, it's really un-motivating.

¥

Brian was almost too enthusiastic on the subject! He was

fairly clear, and provided extra explanation if needed. He is

very willing to work with students and makes himself

available for extra office hours. He listens to his students and

is considerate to their struggles in the subject.

¥

The professor for this class was very enthusiastic about the

subject which made going to class more worth it.

I think that it's okay to go off schedule slightly in order to

¥

answer a long question or explore other topics, but

sometimes that meant we would go home with incomplete

notes for the day and that was a little frustrating at times.

Brian was great! He was as clear as he could be given the

material is not as cut and dry as we needed it to be in the

beginning. I think he is a phenomenal professor and he was

very enthusiastic, especially so early in the morning. I could

tell that he really cared about our learning and he was very

supportive if we needed more time on assignments.

¥

Brian was definitely enthusiastic which helped my learning

process but clarity could have maybe improved a little.

¥

Rate the quality of the following from poor to

excellent.
10. Instructor's overall effectiveness as a teacher
24 answers, mean = 3.75

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

4 % (1)

4 % (1)

29 % (7)

38 % (9)

25 % (6)

11. The course overall as a learning experience
23 answers, mean = 3.74

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

13 % (3)

30 % (7)

26 % (6)

30 % (7)

The value to your learning of the following:
12. Course content:
24 answers, mean = 3.79

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

8 % (2)

29 % (7)

38 % (9)

25 % (6)

13. Course organization:
24 answers, mean = 3.88

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

4 % (1)

4 % (1)

21 % (5)

42 % (10)

29 % (7)

14. Readings, if any:
23 answers, mean = 3.52



Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

4 % (1)

13 % (3)

30 % (7)

30 % (7)

22 % (5)

15. Written work/other work:
24 answers, mean = 3.54

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

8 % (2)

46 % (11)

29 % (7)

17 % (4)

16. Any additional comments?
I went into Phonology scared and hateful of the subject, and

then Brian came along and showed me all the fun it can be.

He turned something I had a personal grudge against into

something enjoyable. That's magic. That's actually a miracle.

(Brian is a miracle worker.)

Like not just anyone could do that, you know?

 I looked forward to lecture-- I even looked forward to

homeworks! Brian is great, cannot sing his praise enough!

¥

The homeworks make up too much of the overall grade, 35%

would be better, giving more weight to quiz or midterm.

¥

I appreciate the patience and flexibility of the instructor.¥

It's hard to make such a difficult intro class like this

interesting/fun but Brian had a very positive attitude about

everything.

¥

On the tests and the assignments, the wording of the

questions was often ambiguous. Clearer directions would

help a lot.

¥

I like lamp¥

:D¥
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Course/Group Items:

Please give serious thought to your

comments. They play an important role in

evaluating the instructorÕs teaching. They will

also be studied by the instructor after the final

grades have been posted, and used to improve

future offerings of the course. Your comments

will always remain anonymous.
1. Your major:
23 answers, mean = 1.13

Linguistics

Language Studies

Other

91 % (21)

4 % (1)

4 % (1)

2. Why did you take this course?
Named course¥

Required course¥

This course is a major requirement.¥

Major Req¥

requirement¥

Requirement for major¥

It's a requirement for the major. But phonology is cool, too.¥

It was necessary for my degree¥

for completion of my language studies minor, and also out of

interest

¥

I needed this class as a requirement.¥

required course¥

It's required for the linguistics major.¥

Major requirement¥

This course is a graduation requirement, but it is also an

interesting field of study that I was looking forward to

taking.

¥

Major requirement¥

To pass the major requirement for linguistics¥

It is a requirement for the major.¥

For my major¥

Phonology interested me after taking the first phonology

class, so I wanted to continue with the subject to see if it

would be something in which I can have sustained interest in

the future. Plus, it counts towards my major.

¥

It was a requirement.¥

It's required for the major. Also, I like phonology.¥

Satsisfying a core requirement of the linguistics major.¥

It was a requirement for the major.¥

3. About how many hours per week, outside of class,

did you devote to work for this course?
9¥

10¥

4-8 hours per week¥

15¥

10¥

10¥

5-7, depending on the difficulty of the assignment.¥

10¥

10¥

30¥

10-12¥

7¥

10+ hours¥

6-8¥

25+¥

10+ hours¥

20-30 hours¥

7¥

5 or 6 hours¥

25¥

5 to 10.¥

15¥

Easily 40-80; lost much sleep this quarter¥

4. What did you perceive the goals of the course to

be?
Teach OT, compared to rule-based analyses and get into

stress/feet/etc

¥

Have a deeper understanding of phonology¥

The goals of this course were to understand OT analysis.¥

Go further into how sounds interact with each other across

languages and learn about optimality theory and how it

governs/affects languages

¥

To understand Optimality Theory as a tool for explaining¥



phonological phenomenons as well as understand concepts to

help understand these phenomenons

We learned Optimality Theory as opposed to rule-based

phonology, as in Phono 1.

¥

To gain an understanding of Optimality Theory and use the

skills that we learned to do our own phonological analysis

for our final project.

¥

better understand the flaws of rule-based analysis and how

optimality theory can account for some of the same

variations more successfully. Understand what OT can and

can not do, and the usefulness of a theory. Gain an

understanding of stress pattern and assignment across

languages. Develop the skills and ability to complete an OT

analysis.

¥

To learn more in depth the theories that allow for phonolgy

to work in languages and more data research.

¥

teach us optimality theory and get us comfortable with it.¥

to learn optimality theory and practice it.¥

Getting a more technical understanding of how phonology

works in various languages.

¥

This course introduced Optimality Theory, and I think one of

the main goals was to show the differences between an

analysis with OT and one with individually constructed

rules. In Phonology 1, we were taught how to make rules

based on sonority features, and we began to recognize

patterns in a data set. This course expanded that knowledge;

the OT system shows how all rules interact with one another,

and it accounts for crucial alternations.

¥

To teach intermediate fundamentals of phonology.

Specifically, to introduce optimality theory.

¥

To build off of phonology 1and use what we learned from

that class and implement it to the new material we learned in

phonology 2.

¥

For students to expand they're phonology¥

To develop an understanding of Optimality Theory, how to

apply it to various subjects in phonology, and how to

compare different theories and analyses.

¥

To further our knowledge of phonology past rule-based

analyses and continue learning about other phonological

theories.

¥

To build a workable understanding of Optimality Theory,

and be able to compare it to the rules-based system we

learned in Phonology 1.

¥

To understand the formalism of Optimality Theory and use it

to analyze phonological data. To also evaluate Optimality

Theory in comparison to rule based analyses in phonology.

¥

To outline Optimality Theory¥

5. Has the course been successful in achieving those

goals? If not, why not? If so, how?
I'm cool with OT now.  Yes, successful-- covered a lot of

new material thoroughly

¥

Yes, learning OT has been very useful , and important on

being up to date on current phonology practices

¥

The course has been successful; the professor did an amazing

job in explaining what OT is and how to do OT. The

assignments were not easy, but they were doable. Weekly

quizzes were administered in order to tell if the class was

following along.

¥

yes, lots of great worksheets and mandatory section, open for

questions and step by step practice

¥

For me, I believe it was. I know that for some the class was

overwhelming and the concepts were quite difficult to grasp,

making it hard to understand the material.

¥

Yes, I have a good grasp of the principles of OT. However, I

still struggle with viewing linguistic data in OT. I can't look

at a language and immediately recognize highly ranked

constraints, as Brian can. But maybe that's just practice.

¥

Yes, I believe it has¥

I believe so. I think that the homework assignments got very

difficult very quickly, and although I did do well in them, the

difference between hw 1 and hw 2 was a lot. I think we

should have done a smaller problem set before hixkaryana,

and then have the last couple be larger assignments.

¥

Yes I beleive I really understand the many ways to look at a

lanaguage including how to use rules in data methods.  I

believe the handouts given each week have been helpful for

me as a student to follow the lesson plan and have physical

notes to refer to later when doing my homework.

¥

yes, lots of difficult hw problems and handouts¥

yes¥

In a way yes, I've been able to somewhat understand the

basic concepts and rules/constraints. But successfully

coming up with my own data set, then applying what I've

learned without having anything was a little hard.

¥

Yes. Brian made weekly handouts that were extremely

helpful. I liked being able to refer to examples when I was

confused.

¥

No. I've tried to put my finger on what went wrong, but the

course was confusing and moved too fast. The amount of

time I spent on this class took away from time I should have

spent on other courses.

¥

The course has been successful in achieving those goals.¥

We focused too much on one theory.¥

Not really¥



As far as I can tell, it has been successful. I went from not

knowing what OT is to understanding some of its

implications and how to use it to analyze phonological

phenomenon.

¥

Yes. The instructor presented every topic very well starting

with the introduction of how rule-based analyses don't work.

¥

I believe so. After taking this course, I understand fairly well

how Optimality Theory works, and (at least some of) its

relative benefits and shortcomings as a theory.

¥

Yes. The homework structure solidifed how to use OT and

its strengths in comparison to a rule based analysis of the

language. The benefits of OT were laid out and ultimately

evaluated to introduce a very useful theory in the field.

¥

No, I do not believe the instructor was successful in

conveying the course material to all students. There was a

very obvious divide in comprehension that the professor did

not address. He allowed the class to continue at an

accelerated pace, leaving behind all the students struggling to

comprehend the material. He would often go off on

theoretical tangents that left most students lost and confused.

He played obvious favorites in lecture, and pointed out the

students who never spoke up. What was presented in lecture

was NOT what was expected from us on homeworks and the

midterm.

¥

6. What did you like most about this course?
Probably the content.¥

I liked the professor and the TA's. Also I liked the packets

we received so we could focus more on learning rather than

copying down information.

¥

The professor does an amazing job of explaining what it is

that we need to do,

¥

Exercises¥

I enjoyed that Brian always made himself available and

wanted the students to succeed. He listened and understood

what the students asked in order to do better in the course.

¥

I liked the linguistic diversity we encountered; we probably

worked with at least 50 languages throughout the course, in

HWs and sections and class. Also filling in tableaux is

strangely satisfying.

¥

I enjoyed Brian's teaching style. He's very knowledgable and

funny in class. I feel like I got a better understanding of OT

than I could have either on my own or with other professors

¥

Brian's flexibility to adjust and adapt to the classes needs. I

think he really cared about our progress and comfort and was

able to accommodate our interests and change the direction

of a lecture if needed, while always still bringing things back

to the topic for the day. He was always really prepared and

approachable.

I also just really loved the course content. I didn't plan on

¥

taking 102, but after doing well in 101 and phonology

quickly (and surprisingly) becoming my favorite field of

linguistics, I was looking forward to this class. I wasn't let

down, as this class energized me and made me super curious;

I started thinking like a "real" or professional linguist with a

lot more questions than I really expected to have. This was

the first class that made me want to do field work, because I

had developed enough of an understanding and foundation as

well as passion that I was able to consider so many things I

wanted to explore.

I really like the idea having mutiple candidates to experiment

as to why certain outputs don't work and using constraints as

evidence to these questions.

¥

the pace went slower after a few weeks, and i appreciated

that.

¥

I had a lot of fun with the homework assignments. I don't

know why exactly this happened, but these assignments

came a lot easier to me than in other LING classes I've taken

(not to say that I didn't spend an equivalent amount of time

on them as in other classes, but I was  more satisfied with my

ability to find good answers and engage fully with the

assignments).

¥

The quizzes, they were good ways to review and understand

what we were going over.

¥

I liked learning about languages that I haven't heard of

before. It's always gratifying to really understand a language

pattern, and that was nice too. I struggle with Phonology, it's

always been the part of Linguistics that is most challenging

to me. Brian and the TA's went above and beyond to make

themselves available to us for additional help, and I really

appreciated that.

¥

Brian has a positive energy and he was enthusiastic about the

material.

¥

I learned the phonological aspect about a multitude of

different languages that I would have never crossed my mind

prior to this class.

¥

I liked the weekly quizzes¥

I liked how it gave a whole new way of dealing with

phonology, not as a way to undo what I've already learned,

but as an additional asset in my thinking of the subject. It

broadened my perspective in a way that I didn't expect. Also,

as with most linguistic classes I've taken, I enjoyed applying

the class material to many different languages.

¥

The TA's, and how nice/willing to help both the professor

and the TA's are

¥

Professor Smith is a good speaker and uses rather

entertaining examples in his explanations.

¥

The homework structure was great with a single homework¥



problem per week that required a formal, analytic paper. I

also enjoyed the introduction of OT early in the course as it

gave ample time to explore its strengths and weaknesses as a

theory.

Jeff and Jason were amazingly helpful and available. If not

for them, I would never have had a glimmer of a dream of

passing this class.

¥

7. If you could change one thing about the course,

what would it be?
I like the handouts for reference, but they made lectures less

engaging.

¥

I wouldn't change anything.¥

nothing¥

Assignments in the beginning and the midterm were asking

more out of students than I believe was fair. The midterm

was something that I would have needed a few days to really

understand what was going on and I felt that no amount of

studying would have better prepared me. However, Brian

recognized this and adjusted the class to reflect his

understanding.

¥

I would like to see more of the language actually being

spoken, as opposed to just reading IPA. It humanizes the

language and the people, and I hope gives us a better

understanding of our privilege as Americans.

¥

the homework on hixkaryana should have been later in the

course, like one or two homeworks later than it was. I did

well, but it was very difficult.

¥

I wish there was more time to go over features because it was

difficult to incorporate that into OT theory out of all the

topics covered.  When there become a lot of finite details,

my mind has a hard time keeping up with that many features

to remember.

¥

if the hw sets were shorter and easier, but we had more hw.¥

I would give more guidelines early on on the details and

conventions of OT and the other things we're expected to

know in the class--for example, I found myself on the second

-to-last homework still making small errors regarding how

exactly to discuss rankings in homeworks. In other words,

more hands on practice in class with  the exact things that we

would be doing in homework assignments would help make

things clearer.

¥

Having the final assignment, which is essentially the final

research paper, be due the week we should have been

working on the research paper. It was supposed to be

practice but it's a little stressful thinking about how the

assignment is already so confusing and having to do that

AGAIN for the research paper. It's like having to figure out

two different assignments that are due in the same week.

¥

It would be nice to have some variation in lecture. A¥

powerpoint, or occasionally showing a video would've been

refreshing. I am a student with ADD, and I've found that it's

usually good for me to see information explained a few

different ways. The handout is extremely helpful, but I still

think a change of sound frequency every once in a while

would've helped my mind stay engaged.

The structure of the course.¥

The amount of work we had to put in this course. There was

too much of a heavy course load and not enough time in the

quarter to fully understand every concept thoroughly.

¥

The length of homeworks. They are too long for a 10 week

class. The lectures were a bit simplified and did not make the

completion of homework any easier.

¥

The homework was too hard and they were graded pretty

strictly

¥

I would make the homework assignments a bit more brief so

that I could focus on the new things I can learn from them

without being bogged down by the logistics and structuring

of the assignments (such as making so many tables).

¥

The work load! There is way too much work in this course

which gradually gets more difficult to keep up with as the

course moves along.

¥

I got some really good advice from my TA, Jason, about how

to generate candidates for a tableau, and maybe would have

liked to see that addressed more clearly in lecture, especially

earlier in the course. That part was difficult for me to get

used to.

¥

The pacing of the course could have been better, as we fell

behind fairly early on. That may be a consequence of

attempting to address too much material, or just an

inefficient method of instruction. Most likely the former, as

the instruction of all the material was quite good and made

sure to solidify each concept firmly in students.

¥

The order in which the material was taught. Confirming with

students who took Phono II a different quarter with a

different teacher, what we were learning in the first and

second week was what they finally got to at the end of the

quarter.

¥

8. What advice would you give a fellow student

contemplating taking this course?
Go to office hours, start on the homework early.¥

Review phono 1¥

OT is not as easy as it appears to be during the first week.

New ideas come up on a daily basis, and never missing class

is crucial. Aside from that, sections are also your best friend.

Do not hesitate to attend office hours, and if you must, attend

office hours for every TA and the Professor so that you can

get more than one explanation of OT.

¥



if you can, go to office hours¥

Go to office hours, ask lots of questions¥

Well, you have to take it, but it's a great way to challenge

some of the things you thought were true in Phono 1. It will

force you to think in new ways, and that's always a good

thing.

¥

Take the homeworks seriously. Some of them are very

difficult and require a lot of attention

¥

take it!!!!!¥

I would tell them not to take all upper divsion courses like I

had to do.  Taking three upper divsions left me no time to

attend office hours for extra help which was my struggle as a

student this quarter.

¥

well, you have to take it, so....¥

Pay attention during lecture, if you don't understand

something, ask the TAs, go to msi tutoring. You failing to be

proactive with getting answers to your questions isn't going

to help, it's just going to make you fail.

¥

Attend class regularly and ask questions if you are confused.

Study groups are helpful and collaboration is encouraged, so

you should utilize that.

¥

Go to class, section, and office hours. Form study groups. If

possible, take it from another professor.

¥

Take this class pass/no pass. Go to tutoring and office hours.

Attend class regularly or you will not understand something.

¥

Take this class with another professor¥

To go to MSI¥

If you don't need the course and you didn't enjoy Phonology

1, I wouldn't suggest taking this course. It doesn't get easier

or simpler. If you did like phonology, I would definitely

suggest this course. Be open minded and flexible at first, like

you're coming in from a fresh perspective, but don't totally

undo everything you learned in previous classes because

you're going to need it later on in the course.

¥

Put as much effort, work, and time as you can. Seek help

from the TA's and professor. DO NOT GET BEHIND

¥

Keep good notes, and write all of the constraints on one sheet

as your learn them, in order to keep track. It would have been

helpful for me to have a running list from the beginning.

¥

Start the homework early and commit time to them everyday,

even if that means just exploring alternative analyses.

Exploring alternative analyses is essential to working quickly

and efficiently on a problem and being able to ween out poor

analyses in favor of more optimal ones.

¥

Count your lucky stars you do not have to take this course

with Brian Smith.

¥

9. Please evaluate the instructor on such issues as

clarity, enthusiasm, availability, and overall teaching

effectiveness.
Very enthusiastic, clear and available.  Teaching was very

effective for me, but I feel like a majority of students had

trouble, but I couldn't say why.

¥

The professor was very ethusiatic about teaching which

always makes a big difference. He taught the material very

well too. I never got bored when he was lecturing

¥

Clarity: 10/10

enthusiasm: 11/10

availability: 11/10

Teaching effectiveness: 10/10

¥

phenomenal teacher, very upbeat, funny, passionate, and

makes sure students understand criteria

¥

Brian is enthusiastic about phonology, and is very kind and

understanding so all that makes it bearable for some of us

who don't share the same level of enthusiasm. He tries to be

as clear as possible and dedicates a lot of his time just to help

us out.

¥

Brian was fantastic at trying to make the class manageable.

At first, it was difficult but he understood our struggles and

wanted to do whatever he could to make it better for the

students while still being fair in terms of challenging and

assessing us. He made himself available to students and was

great at answering questions we had. He made the class fun

as well.

¥

Brian is a genius, but he is still learning to translate his

genius to teaching. I appreciate his enthusiasm and wit, but I

think he was able to immediately see things in the data that I

was not able to immediately see. He was a great teacher, but

he does need to work on finding ways to break down his own

thought process for the rest of us.

¥

Brian was very clear in his teaching and incredibly

enthusiastic. His office hours didn't fit in with my schedule,

but from what I have heard, he was available often. After

class he was always happy to answer questions or chat. I

found his overall teaching to be very good and enjoyable.

¥

please see question 6.

Only thing I would add is that I really appreciated the

additional office hours given to the course for the final paper.

I think Brian was very aware of the course's need and desire

for help and responded in a way I have never seen, with the

addition of his own office hours as well as an extra TA/ grad

student for help. Sadly, I was still waiting typically 1-2 hours

to talk to Nick each time I went to visit. It's great that so

many students are seeking help, but I think we could have

easily benefited more assistance.

He was very enthusiastic, his passion is clearly there, and it

made me excited too. Please refer to question 6.

¥



Brian was very nice and helpful this quarter.  Out of all the

linguistic teachers I've had, he has been the most available

and values each students success.  His enthusiasm and

comfort in teaching this class has also helped me become a

better student including overcoming my fear to ask questions

or participate.

¥

at first i didn't like brian very much because he would make

unnecessary comments that weren't funny at all/somewhat

offensive, but i think he was just getting used to santa cruz.

he's nice, and there's no question that can stump him. i can

tell he's still trying to get a feel for the school, but i love that

he makes handouts for us. they are extremely helpful, even

tho they have typos still.

¥

I had a lot of fun with Brian and he was very easy to

understand.  I struggled very little in this class especially

during lecture. This was one of the most engaging and

interesting linguistics classes I've had so far.

¥

He was nice and always had a lot of suggestions but when I

ask him one question he gives me 5 answers and it gets

confusing. His workload was pretty intense. I don't think it

would have harmed his curriculum to have cut down on a

few things.

¥

Brian is always enthusiastic and available for help if you

need it. Overall, he is a great teacher and I would definitely

recommend him or take another class of his.

¥

This course was soul-crushingly difficult and keeping up was

more or less an impossible task.

Brian told us that the homework assignments were designed

to be completed within six hours. I never spent fewer than

20.

While Brain was receptive to feedback - he even requested it

- he regularly compared us to his UCLA students, telling us

that his previous class was much further ahead than we were

at any given point in the quarter and that they didn't have the

problems we did. This didn't help morale.

Again, he was at least seemingly receptive to feedback and

did make adjustments to the grading scale to accommodate

our requests/concerns. However, the course remained

confusing, extremely demanding, and overly complicated

until the end.

Our midterm, while Brain insisted it was equivalent to three

quizzes, was far more difficult than that. Everyone seemed to

need more time.

Brain assigned a very complicated assignment which was

due the last day of the instruction, leaving little time for

students to focus on their finals.

At the end of the quarter, I asked if I could meet with Brain

to discuss my final paper and he said he was too busy. Then I

¥

asked if I could email him with questions and he said I could

but that he may not reply. This is another reason the late final

homework assignment got in the way of final papers.

Brian provided handouts every week that he read/taught from

each class. While we were meant to take notes to supplement

the handouts, we did not have the opportunity to take our

own full set of notes and that seems to hinder the learning

process. I would have preferred to take notes and have slides

(for example) posted to e-commons.

Brian would have been far more effective if he were able to

read the class and know that many of us struggled more than

we should have. Then he might have been able to adjust

accordingly.

The professor was enthusiastic about the class and made

things about the material clearly.

¥

Not very clear with instructions, expectations may be a bit

too unrealistic for undergrad students.

¥

Brian was such a nice person. He was caring and genuine.¥

The instructor was very enthusiastic about the subject and

very considerate of how students were feeling about the

material and the course's progress. For the most part, he was

very clear; I didn't have any problems with understanding

him. He was an effective teacher.

¥

Brian is very enthusiastic about the material, available

almost all of the time, can be a bit unclear sometimes, but

overall teaches and explains everything extremely well. He

just presents difficult material too soon.

¥

Professor Smith is outstanding in all of those aspects.

Staying focused on the lecture in his class was relatively

easy. As I said, he's a good speaker. He's also one of the least

intimidating professors I've encountered (though I'm sure

none of them seem so on purpose), which makes a big

difference for me with things like showing up to office

hours, since I'm usually very shy.

¥

Brian is a great instructor who has a great understanding and

enthusiasm towards the material. His method of teaching

makes sure that each concept is solidified before moving to

the next, which may make the pacing of the course slightly

off, but ultimately results in better understanding of material.

His availability is always great, and his help during these

times is amazing.

¥

Brian does not respond to emails promptly. He loses

assignments that have been emailed to him. He never even

got around to updating the class syllabus when there were

major policy changes, leaving many gray areas that were

never clarified. What was explained and expected in lecture

was inconsistent with what was demanded on the homework.

Specifically, he would tell us in lecture that we needed

crucial rankings, that nothing else would be acceptable. Yet

he then gives us an assignment (Hixkaryana) in which

¥



finding crucial rankings is impossible. The instructions for

the assignment were extremely unclear. What was perhaps

most insulting was when we told Brian that we did not

understand the directions, he told us to read them again, and

that it was our fault that we did not understand.

Furthermore, Brian does not proofread anything. There are

errors in every assignment/handout/email he has ever given

us.

Rate the quality of the following from poor to

excellent.
10. Instructor's overall effectiveness as a teacher
23 answers, mean = 4.04

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

9 % (2)

9 % (2)

4 % (1)

26 % (6)

52 % (12)

11. The course overall as a learning experience
23 answers, mean = 3.74

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

13 % (3)

4 % (1)

13 % (3)

35 % (8)

35 % (8)

The value to your learning of the following:
12. Course content:
23 answers, mean = 3.78

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

9 % (2)

13 % (3)

9 % (2)

30 % (7)

39 % (9)

13. Course organization:
23 answers, mean = 3.78

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

9 % (2)

13 % (3)

9 % (2)

30 % (7)

39 % (9)

14. Readings, if any:
19 answers, mean = 3.58

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

5 % (1)

16 % (3)

26 % (5)

21 % (4)

32 % (6)

15. Written work/other work:
22 answers, mean = 3.64

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

14 % (3)

9 % (2)

14 % (3)

27 % (6)

36 % (8)

16. Any additional comments?
Difficulty of homeworks was wildly out of proportion to the

difficulty of material presented in class/in section/on quizzes.

Homeworks should be tweaked to have less ambiguous

answers-- rather than allowing for multiple analyses I think

many people were more confused by there not being a single

- or even two (mostly) obvious way(s) to go about the

homework.  TAs should look at homework before hand, to

better use OH time.

¥

To whomever else reads this (aside from the professor),

KEEP THIS PROFESSOR ON STAFF

¥

There was a moment (maybe a week or two) around week 6

where it was very unclear what the homework necessitated. I

asked the same questions to both TAs and Brian and got

different answers. I feel like these problems and confusions

never got resolved, but we just moved on from them.

¥

Thank you!¥

The expectations I had for this course were far from reality.

After talking to other students who have taken it from other

professors, it seems the material we covered from the

beginning was only introduced at the end of the quarter in

other classes. Perhaps a re-ordering of the content might

make this class bearable.

¥

The class was very hard and I'm very worried about my

grade

¥

Overall a useful and enjoyable course. I'd recommend it. I'm

glad I got a good professor.

¥

Throughout the course of the quarter, I put in a tremendous

amount of effort, writing an average of 6-10 pages for each

assignment, attending every lecture and section as well as

office hours for both the TAs, yet I still feel that my

knowledge of the course material is severely lacking. I am

not ashamed to say that I struggled greatly with this

materialÑitÕs difficult stuff. I never missed a class, yet I still

spent the entire quarter grappling with the topic, feeling left

behind and confused. The way BrianÕs class was structured

¥



was simply not compatible with my learning style.

I think the biggest failure of the course was BrianÕs

insistence on depending on handouts in every lecture. These

outlines are beneficial to only a small group of learning-

types. The handouts contained only the information that

BrianÕs brain thinks is relevant, which is not necessarily the

same information a student listening to a lecture in class may

write down. Because everything was already written on the

handout, Brian was able to conduct the class at lightening

speed, never pausing for students to take notes. If you tried

to abandon the handout and take notes yourself, you would

surely fall behind. If the handouts must be used, I think they

would be most beneficial if they were posted online after the

lecture, as a summary of what was said. That way, students

would be able to take their own notes of the important things

they individually got from the lecture, and the handout would

be used as it should be, a supplement.

Brain insisted on these handouts, yet failed to print enough

materials for the whole class. On multiple occasions I did not

have a copy of the dayÕs handout because Brian did not have

enough, and had to look on to another studentÕs copy. Once,

when he realized he didnÕt have enough for the class, he told

us it was because he didnÕt think our attendance was good,

and decided to intentionally print less.

Furthermore, Brian was extremely insensitive to studentÕs

needs/concerns after the election. We had an extremely

difficult assignment due the Wednesday immediately after

TuesdayÕs election. Many students, upset by national events,

failed to complete the assignment. Despite the obviously

distressed nature of his students, Brian granted the shortest

possible extension to a select group of students. I was one of

the students that was granted the extension, but some

students, who requested the same extension under the same

circumstances, were denied. Even with the extension, it was

incredibly stressful to meet the deadline. What I find

infuriating is that I worked so hard to meet this deadline, yet

Brian HAS YET to grade the assignment, more than a month

later. Overall, I am extremely dissatisfied with my

experience in the course. It was an unnecessary stress;

classes should not make students feel like this.
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Course/Group Items:

Please give serious thought to your

comments. They play an important role in

evaluating the instructorÕs teaching. They will

also be studied by the instructor after the final

grades have been posted, and used to improve

future offerings of the course. Your comments

will always remain anonymous.
1. Your major:
7 answers, mean = 1.00

Linguistics

Language Studies

Other

100 % (7)

0 % (0)

0 % (0)

2. Why did you take this course?
It is a required course for 1st year PhD students.¥

It is required.¥

It is a requirement for the degree¥

Requirement¥

Requirement¥

Requirement¥

Core course¥

3. About how many hours per week, outside of class,

did you devote to work for this course?
about 10¥

4-7¥

10¥

About 10 hours¥

12-15¥

8-10¥

10¥

4. What did you perceive the goals of the course to

be?
To give us a background in phonological theory, especially

Optimality Theory.

¥

Learn about how Optimality Theory fails and succeeds as a

phonological theory.

¥

To understand OT and learn how to apply it when working

with data, to gain perspective on other theories of phonology

¥

Learn how to do phonological analysis in Optimality Theory,

see the strengths and shortcomings of OT.

¥

To learn and practice optimality theory, and to explore a

range of phonological issues using different versions of OT

¥

To learn how to conduct an Optimality Theoretic analysis of

phonology problems, and to learn about various approaches

taken to Optimality Theory and their strengths and

weaknesses.

¥

To introduce students to the basics of Optimality Theory in

phonology and to critically examine where the theory works

well and where it has difficulty. Also, to introduce alternate

and related constraint-based phonological theories.

¥

5. Has the course been successful in achieving those

goals? If not, why not? If so, how?
I believe it was successful. This course was mostly review

for me, so I can't evaluate how successful it would be for

someone with no background in phonology. For me, it was a

helpful review of the basics of OT.

¥

Yes the course has been successful. We spent 10 weeks on

OT and we definitely got to a point where we found pure or

standard OT doesn't work. However, in order to really

evaluate how well OT works as a theory, it would have been

nice to talk about what led to its development, and what

wasn't working before OT and maybe do a foundational

reading in the field. The merits of the theory were not

particularly well-expressed and therefore hard to take

seriously at times.

¥

We did read about various kinds of phonological theories so

that was successful but we did not talk about these in class in

as mush detail as I would have liked. The class was mostly

OT heavy. Was not clear as to why OT was so important.

Should discuss why not just say that it is.

¥

For the most part, yes - I feel confident in my ability to use

OT. However, I think more time could have been spent

teaching us how to write up the actual analysis - we did not

receive much concrete advice in this area until the second

half of the quarter.

¥

Yes; I feel that I have a much better understanding of

optimality theory and how to use it in conducting an analysis

¥

Semi-succesful; a more thoughtful examination of the goals

and purposes of OT approaches, including the theoretical

implications of each approach for Phonology in class would

have been beneficial. The assignments seemed to be getting

at these questions to an extent but this did not feel fully

fleshed out in the course.

¥

Yes.¥

6. What did you like most about this course?
I think Brian introduced a lot of important concepts for an

intro level phonology class. I feel like I was able to review

the basics of OT and I feel like I have a good base of

knowledge going forward in phonology.

¥



I liked learning about how OT fails and what kinds of

analyses have been proposed to remedy those failures.

¥

I appreciated that he is available for questions. He was

enthusiastic so that was nice.

¥

The section on opacity and situations where OT fails was

particularly interesting.

¥

I enjoyed the Tibetan numerals assignment, as well as the

assignment about cyclicity. I also found autosegmental

phonology to be a lot of fun.

¥

The instructor was understanding and accommodating of

student and class needs.

¥

I found the handouts to be helpful for guiding in-class

discussion and for easily locating material discussed in class

later on. Also, I found working out problems on the board

along with class discussion was helpful.

¥

7. If you could change one thing about the course,

what would it be?
I think Brian should consider a different expository tool

other than the paper handout. I personally don't feel like it is

very engaging for the students. All the information was right

there on the page, and it didn't give us much opportunity to

think critically about the problems or offer opinions. Brian

walked through the handout and there wasn't a lot of reason

for students to talk. Unfortunately, this gave me very little

incentive to read the papers that were assigned because I

knew that all the information would be presented to me on a

handout. As a busy student, once I realized that I didn't have

to read, it made me less likely to read and that undoubtedly

caused me to learn less. I think if Brian forced us to discuss

the papers in a more open-ended way, more students would

read and participate.

¥

I wish that some of our own personal research interests had

been taken into account when planning some of the course

material. For example, I would have been interested to see

how phonology interfaces more closely with syntax or

linearization in general.

¥

For the instructor to not read directly from a handout every

single class. This was extremely unhelpful. Having a handout

is one thing, for say supplemental material, but for the

instructor to read from it directly made me question his

confidence in the material. At the very least having a variety

of ways to present material, either with a powerpoint etc.

would be better.

¥

It would be nice to diverge from the handout format - this

limited discussion and often seemed to slow down our

progress in class.

¥

I would like to have talked about learnability and variation

for at least one lecture

¥

I would change two things: rely less on handouts and assign

more challenging problem sets.

¥

Spending a little more time solving OT problems.¥

8. What advice would you give a fellow student

contemplating taking this course?
Try and ask a lot of theoretical questions. Brian is very

knowledgeable about phonological theory and he is very

enthusiastic about this topic.

¥

Have a background in OT.¥

Be prepared to read from a handout all class.¥

Do the readings, go to office hours, collaborate with

classmates

¥

Participate in discussion and ask questions when needed.¥

9. Please evaluate the instructor on such issues as

clarity, enthusiasm, availability, and overall teaching

effectiveness.
Brian is clearly very enthusiastic and knowledgeable about

phonology. I have a lot of confidence in his ability to be a

good teacher, but I think he needs to think especially about

how to present information to graduate students. The most

interesting parts of the class were when we discussed

something not on the handout and Brian asked us our

opinions. I didn't feel like I was forced to think critically or

develop my own hypotheses. I think Brian should try and

make the course more challenging for graduate students.

¥

Brian was definitely enthusiastic about OT. However,

sometimes the reading off the handout for the whole class

was not very conducive to conducting discussions, which

would probably have been fruitful since we all had a

background in phonology. I felt that we were stifled a little

bit because there was such a structured handout that the class

was organized around getting through. I also thought many

of the readings assigned were unclear and not well-integrated

into class discussion.

¥

This class was extremely unorganized. Assignments

constantly had typos which the class was told to expect with

any assignment. Often we were told we would get an

assignment on a specific day but it would not be posted on

ecommons until days later. This caused the class to get

behind on assignments. We were given "optional" extensions

when this happened but if the assignments were posted on

time there wouldn't have been an issue. Brian is enthusiastic

which is a good thing.

¥

The instructor was very receptive to student suggestions and

always willing to meet outside of class.

¥

Brian was clearly enthusiastic about the material and was an

effective instructor overall. He answered questions

thoughtfully and always seemed eager to help us truly

understand the material, using examples when possible.

However, sometimes our discussions would veer off topic if

he entertained a question or idea for too long, and we were

¥



not always successful in getting through an entire handout in

one week. Brian's availability outside of class was generally

great with respect to office hours, but he rarely responded to

emails on time, if even at all. The homework assignments

also had a few significant typos in the data, which caused

some of us to spend unnecessary extra time in solving the

problem sets.

Instructor was clear, enthusiastic, available, and effective in

conveying the content of the class. However, the method of

instruction, with heavy reliance on handouts, was not

particularly stimulating.

¥

Brian is very enthusiastic about Optimality Theory,

phonology, and linguistics in general. His presentation style

is clear, and his handouts were also very helpful. I

appreciated his flexibility and his availability for students to

meet with him outside of class. However, sometimes

problems presented during class did not work out as well as

expected, so Brian could stand to improve his pre-class

preparation to ensure that problems work out and to ensure

quality of presentation.

¥

Rate the quality of the following from poor to

excellent.
10. Instructor's overall effectiveness as a teacher
7 answers, mean = 3.14

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

29 % (2)

43 % (3)

14 % (1)

14 % (1)

11. The course overall as a learning experience
7 answers, mean = 2.71

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

14 % (1)

29 % (2)

29 % (2)

29 % (2)

0 % (0)

The value to your learning of the following:
12. Course content:
7 answers, mean = 3.29

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

29 % (2)

29 % (2)

29 % (2)

14 % (1)

13. Course organization:
7 answers, mean = 3.00

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

14 % (1)

14 % (1)

29 % (2)

43 % (3)

0 % (0)

14. Readings, if any:
7 answers, mean = 2.86

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

14 % (1)

43 % (3)

0 % (0)

29 % (2)

14 % (1)

15. Written work/other work:
7 answers, mean = 2.86

Poor

Fair

Satisfactory

Very Good

Excellent

0 % (0)

43 % (3)

29 % (2)

29 % (2)

0 % (0)

16. Any additional comments?
Many of these comments seem harsh, this maybe so but they

are an honest representation of how this course went. I do

think it is not entirely the fault of the instructor as they were

given an enormous responsibility with little experience. If

there had been another phonologist around the might have

gone better as he would have had someone to consult with.

This instructor would talk badly about undergrads in front of

grad students in class, comparing them to his UCLA

undergrads, "some students here are the worst I've ever seen

but the top of the class are the best I've seen" this comment

seems inappropriate.

¥

Overall this was a mixed experience. I enjoyed attending

lecture and found some of the assignments quite fun as well,

but communication and course organization could certainly

be improved.

¥
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B.W. SMITH, 16W: LING 20 LEC 2: INTRO LING ANALYSIS

10/31/2016 Class Climate evaluation Page 4

Profile
Subunit: LING
Name of the instructor: B.W. SMITH
Name of the course:
(Name of the survey)

16W: LING 20 LEC 2: INTRO LING ANALYSIS

Values used in the profile line: Mean

2. To What Extent Do You Feel That:2. To What Extent Do You Feel That:

2.1) Instructor Concern – The instructor was concerned
about student learning.

Very Low or
Never

Very High or
Always n=12 av.=8.33

2.2) Organization – Class presentations were well
prepared and organized.

Very Low or
Never

Very High or
Always n=12 av.=8.67

2.3) Interaction – Students felt welcome in seeking help in
or outside of the class.

Very Low or
Never

Very High or
Always n=12 av.=8.50

2.4) Communication Skills – The instructor had good
communication skills.

Very Low or
Never

Very High or
Always n=11 av.=8.36

2.5) Value – You have learned something you consider
valuable.

Very Low or
Never

Very High or
Always n=12 av.=7.92

2.6) Overall – Your overall rating of the instructor. Very Low or
Never

Very High or
Always n=12 av.=8.58

2.7) Overall – Your overall rating of the course. Very Low or
Never

Very High or
Always n=12 av.=8.00

3. Your View of Course Characteristics:3. Your View of Course Characteristics:

3.1) Subject interest before course Low High
n=12 av.=2.17

3.2) Subject interest after course Low High
n=11 av.=2.55

3.3) Mastery of course material Low High
n=12 av.=2.75

3.4) Difficulty (relative to other courses) Low High
n=12 av.=2.25

3.5) Workload/pace was Too Slow Too Much
n=12 av.=2.17

3.6) Texts, required readings Poor Excellent
n=12 av.=2.50

3.7) Homework assignments Poor Excellent
n=12 av.=2.67

3.8) Graded materials, examinations Poor Excellent
n=12 av.=2.75

3.9) Lecture presentations Poor Excellent
n=12 av.=2.92

3.10) Class discussions Poor Excellent
n=12 av.=2.83
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