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Two (mis)conceptions about archives

• Your stuff is buried there and gone forever.

• Other linguists will take advantage of your hard work (and take 
your good ideas).

But actually ...
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The truth — for better and worse

• Mostly linguists don’t care about your stuff.

• The people who may really care about your stuff are members 
of the indigenous language and heritage communities ...

They may care a lot, and they’re not necessarily in it for your 
scholarly products.
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Philology (documentary linguistics) and archiving

• Documentary linguistics (Himmelmann 1998, Woodbury 2003), 
which is a revival of Boasian and of traditional philological text-
based practice, emphasizes as a primary goal “data collection, 
representation and diffusion” (Austin 2006).

• The shift of focus from analytic products (grammars, linguistic 
articles, etc.) to closer representations of primary data, so that 
e.g. analytic claims are verifiable or reproducable, leads in turn 
to a renewed emphasis on corpora and archival practice ...

Where do you put your stuff so it’s secure and accessible?

“Philology is that venerable art which demands ... to take time, 
to become still, to become slow ... [I]t teaches to read well, 

that is to say, to read slowly.” — Nietzsche
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California’s linguistic diversity

Compare color density: California
vs. elsewhere in N. America

More, and more genealogically diverse, 
native languages than any comparably
sized area in the western hemisphere 



California's linguistic 
diversity A “tribal group” here may 

correspond to a language or 
to a set of (not always 
mutually intelligible) 

languages.
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• Berkeley has the largest university archive of native language 
documentation in the U.S. It is one of the five major U.S. 
linguistic archives (with the ANLC, APS, NAA, and SIL).
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• Berkeley has the largest university archive of native language 
documentation in the U.S. It is one of the five major U.S. 
linguistic archives (with the ANLC, APS, NAA, and SIL).

• Material from after 1950 (& some earlier)

– paper: Survey of California and Other Indian Languages

– audio: Berkeley Language Center

• Material from before 1950 (& some later)

– paper: Bancroft Library

– audio: Hearst Museum of Anthropology

Four linguistic archives at Berkeley
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• Collection: over 2,000 separate items

• Various formats

– field notebooks

– file slips

– loose sheets

– unpublished manuscripts & typescripts

– microfilm

– dried botanical specimens

Survey of California and Other Indian 
Languages: Archive contents
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Inside a Survey cabinet

A typical file 
cabinet in the 
Survey
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A major manuscript:
J. P. Harrington,
Chochenyo (Ohlone),
1920s (several 100 pp.)

This was the only significant 
documentation of the now 
long-dead native language of 
the East (S.F.) Bay.
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one sense the ultimate 
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J. P. Harrington — in 
one sense the ultimate 
documentary linguist

Typical documentation = just 
re-elicitation of some earlier 
project: no linguistic agenda.

On the other hand, essentially 
only elicitation, no generic 
variety, no context, etc.
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• Collection: 206 separate audio series

• A representative series

– LA 113

– Wintu language

– Collected by Alice (Schlichter) Shepherd in 1975-80

– 51 hours 19 minutes

– Segmented into 450 distinct items, e.g. Segment 4, “Bear 
Song and explanation”

• Most series are shorter than LA 113, some are longer

Berkeley Language Center: Archive contents
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Bancroft Library
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• Felipe Arroyo de la Cuesta

– Notebook documenting Mutsun and other California languages, 
1810-1819, 172 pp.

– Manuscript vocabulary and grammar of Mutsun (Ohlone), 1815, 94 
pp.

• A. L. Kroeber Papers

– 38 boxes + 21 cartons + 14 vols. + 8 oversize folders = c. 44 linear 
feet

– linguistic field notes: 6 boxes + 5 cartons + 6 vols. + 3 oversize 
folders

• Department of Anthropology records (field notes of many 
scholars over many years, esp. early in the 20th century)

• More recently: field notes and papers of Murray B. Emeneau, 
Margaret Langdon, etc.

Bancroft Library: A few of the important 
language documentation collections
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Hearst Museum, parts of the sound & film collection



• Collection

– 112 audio series collected before 1931

– 437 further recordings collected after 1931

• A representative series (typical length)

– series 63

– Central Sierra Miwok language

– collected by E. W. Gifford in 1913 (on wax cylinders)

– contains 32 individual items, ranging in duration from 21 
seconds to 31 minutes

– Contents: “Myth of how fire was obtained”, “Story of the 
Grizzly Bear and the Deer”, etc.

Hearst Museum of Anthropology:
Linguistic archives
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Digitization of the Berkeley archives
• Berkeley Language Center (post-1950 audio)

– funded by NEH Preservation & Access grant, 2004-2006

– all digital audio conforms to archival digital audio standards

– functioning web interface
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Serrano language 
recordings made by 
Wick Miller in 1959
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Digitization of the Berkeley archives
• Berkeley Language Center (post-1950 audio)

– funded by NEH Preservation & Access grant, 2004-2006

– all digital audio conforms to archival digital audio standards

– functioning web interface

• Survey of California and Other Indian Languages (post-1950 paper)

– exploratory grant from the Salus Mundi Foundation (with a related grant 
from NEH-NSF DEL program)

– all images conform to archival digital image standards

– web interface will be online in 2008 (digitization is not nearly done) and 
will incorporate cross-linking between BLC audio and associated paper 
records (e.g. transcripts of audio)
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Revival projects based on archives
• Miami-Illinois (Algonquian)

– last fluent native speakers died over 40 years ago

– manuscript data in NAA (Smithsonian) and elsewhere

– David J. Costa, The Miami-Illinois Language, Berkeley dissertation 1994, 
published (revised) 2003; and related linguistic work
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Revival projects based on archives
• Miami-Illinois (Algonquian)

– last fluent native speakers died over 40 years ago

– manuscript data in NAA (Smithsonian) and elsewhere

– David J. Costa, The Miami-Illinois Language, Berkeley dissertation 1994, 
published (revised) 2003; and related linguistic work

– collaboration between Costa and Daryl Baldwin (Miami Nation) has led to 
an active language program with some fluency and a number of learners 
(myaamiaproject.com)
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Revival projects based on archives
• Breath of Life Workshop (UC Berkeley)

– founded and run by Leanne Hinton, AICLS, and UC Berkeley students

– every other year

– 50-70 California Indians representing communities whose languages are 
dormant spend a week at Berkeley learning about linguistics and about 
Berkeley’s archival resources for their heritage languages

– several productive revival programs have emerged from this workshop
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Revival projects based on archives
• Breath of Life Workshop (UC Berkeley)

• Mutsun (Ohlone)

– last fluent native speaker died in 1930

– extensive prior documentation by J. P. Harrington

– Marc Okrand, The Mutsun language, Berkeley dissertation 1977

– revival by Quirina Luna-Costillas and colleagues: Mutsun Language 
Foundation (mutsunlanguage.com)

– emerged from Breath of Life collaboration between Luna-Costillas and 
Natasha Warner (now at U Arizona)

• Berkeley language archive resources: at least 90% of users are from 
language and heritage communities, not academic researchers
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Integrating legacy and new documentation

• Berkeley Yurok Project (linguistics.berkeley.edu/~yurok)

– funded by NSF (2001-2004) and by smaller UC Berkeley grants

– primary documentary material & analytic resources

– primary data securely archived at Berkeley (or elsewhere) and integrated 
online with analytic resources
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Integrating legacy and new documentation

• Berkeley Yurok Project (linguistics.berkeley.edu/~yurok)

• Scope of databases

– dictionary of about 6,000 words

– audio dictionary of 2,500 words recorded by fluent native speakers

– about 100 texts recorded from 1901 through 2007, including audio for over 
80 (mostly before 1960), sometimes with digitized manuscript transcripts

– about 3,500 sentences in a searchable text database, including over 2000 
with individual recordings by fluent native speakers

– all material is transparent as to source
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Integrating legacy and new documentation

• Berkeley Yurok Project (linguistics.berkeley.edu/~yurok)

• Scope of databases

– dictionary of about 6,000 words

– audio dictionary of 2,500 words recorded by fluent native speakers

– about 100 texts recorded from 1901 through 2007, including audio for over 
80 (mostly before 1960), sometimes with digitized manuscript transcripts

– about 3,500 sentences in a searchable text database, including over 2000 
with individual recordings by fluent native speakers

– all material is transparent as to source

• Linguists do use these resources, but the vast majority of users are 
from the Yurok community — because most people interested in the 
language are Yurok people
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• Archiving for community access is essential in documentation
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• Archiving for community access is essential in documentation

– Consult a friendly archivist early.

– Your work will be better organized and this will make you likelier to give 
your stuff to an archive sooner.

– You’re more likely to get grant funding! Some granting agencies require 
archive plans; all should; and even where they don’t it will impress your 
reviewers.

– Maybe your stuff will be used by the people who need it most urgently — 
speaker and heritage communities — and used in ways you have not 
planned!

– As long as you keep your material to yourself, you are the one deciding 
how communities will use it; your decisions come between a community 
and its language. A responsible language archive can help bring the two 
together.

– An aside: for linguists whose fieldwork Berkeley sponsored in the 1960s 
and 1970s, a message from Mary Haas ...
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TO ARCHIVE YOUR FIELD NOTES



Conclusions

• Archiving for community access is essential in documentation

• Types of repositories to consider

– international digital archives, e.g. DoBeS @ MPI, ELAR @ SOAS

– national (US) paper archives, e.g. APS, NAA

– regional (US) archives, e.g. AILLA, ANLC, Berkeley, Sam Noble Museum

– smaller local university or tribal archives
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