Index of Proto-Grassfields Bantu Roots

L. M. Hyman (Dec. 12, 1979; retyped May 19, 1993; refonted Jan. 30, 2007)

[Selective Common Bantu correspondences from Guthrie appear to the right in brackets]

1. accept accepter “bim+ m 32. | big, be grand, étre *yak k
2. accept accepter *bin+ n 33. | bird oiseau *nUn’ [*ntini] n
3. age group tranche d’age *gwak’ k 34. | bird oiseau *sin” ng
4. agitate (wind) | agiter (vent) *clk k 35. | birth, give naissance, *bf [*blad]
5. animal animal *nam” [*nama] m donner
6. ant fourmi *Li(?) 36. | bite mordre Tam [*dam] m
7. arm bras *k6N [*kénd] ng 37. | bitter, be amer, étre *Lud [*dud]
8. ascend monter *kok [*kded] k 38. | black, be noir, étre *ffn [*pind] n
9. ashes cendre U [bU] 40. | blood sang *l”
10. | ashes cendre *toe (?) [*t6, *tte] 39. | blood sang *Iém” m
11. | attach attacher *kad-i [*kind] d 42. | blow souffler *fuad [*putp] d
12. | axe hache *njam’ m 41. | blow souffler *tép [*pUd] p
13. | back dos *jim [*yima] m 43. | blow nose moucher, se *mlt [*mld] t
14. | bad, be mauvais, étre *bip [*bitp] p 44. | body corps *néd [*(n)ydtii] d
15. | bag sac *bam” m 46. | bone 0s *kai(n)” n
16. | bamboo bambou *din{ [*dangi] ng 45. | bone 0s *gUp [*kUpa] p
17. | bark (n.) écorce “kub® b 47. | boy garcon *stum m
18. | bark (v.) aboyer *bap b 48. | brain cerveau *bon [*bongo] ng
19. | basket panier *ka(m?)" 49. | branch branche *tab" [*tabi, *tapi] b
20. | be étre *b’a [*ba] 51. | break casser *bék, bk [*bég, *bUg] k
21. | bean haricot *kan® [*kinde] n 50. | breast sein *b’én” [*bééde, *bééne]
22. | beard barbe *dil® [*dedi] 1 52. | breathe respirer *ywe(-ti)
23. | bed lit *kin” n 53. | bridge pont *dal® [*dado] 1
24. | bee abeille *ya’ (-) [¥jaki] 54. | bundle paquet *bUk” [*buigi] k
25. | beehive essaim *nwak k 55. | burn briler “kU (?)
26. | beg mendier *1én n 56. | burn briiler *ton n
27. | begin commencer je 57. | burn, roast briler, rotir *nok [*yonki ] k
29. | belly ventre WEY [*da] 58. | burnt, be briilé, devenir *fa(i)? [*pi]
28. | belly ventre *bUm [*bUmbd] m 59. | burst éclater, s’ *bUd-i [*badud] d
30. | belt ceinture *kob b 60. | bury enterrer *tag-i ng
31. | bend courber, se *gUm+ (- [*kUmb] 61. | bushcow vache, buffle *mborn” [*bogo] ng
k) 62. | buttock fesse *sat® t




N

63. | buy acheter *yan [*yud, gud] n 96. | count compter *tdy [*tdpg] ng

64. | cadaver cadavre kU [*kU “die’] 97. | cover couvrir *ci(1)-ti (?) 1

65. | cadaver cadavre *¢Un n 98. | cow vache *nak’ k

66. | calabash calebasse *tEm m 99. | cowry caurie *bfm® [*bamba] m

67. | call, read appeler, lire *toy ng 100. | crab crabe *kami [*kém ‘squeeze’] n

68. | cane cane *mbag” ng 101. | cricket grillon, criquet | *tit’ t

69a. | cap casquette *cek k 102. | crunch croquer *kUd [*kukut] d

69. | cap casquette *tam, *dam m 103. | cry pleurer *d il [*did] 1

70. | carry porter *bek-i [*badik] k 104. | cry pleurer “Lan n

71. | carve sculter *kém [*k6mb] m 198. | cultivate, hoe cultiver ik k

72. | ceiling plafond *kap” ng 105. | cut couper *cwdén n

73. | charcoal charbon *ké* [*kada] 106. | cutlass machete *nf

74. | cheek joue *eek k 107. | dance (v.) danser *bIn [*bIn] n

75. | chief chef *fOn® n 108. | darkness, nuit, obscurité *njim” [*yldima ‘darkness’] | m

76. | child enfant *-an [*yana] n night

78. | clay (white) | argile (blanche) | *mbém [*pémbé] m 109. | day jour *of” [*ci ‘daytime’]

77. | clay, mud argile, boue *cak” k 110. | death mort *Y[jé [*kUa]

79. | clean, be propre, étre *dén n 111. | defecate déféquer *nl [*ni]

80. | clear bush débroussailler *tém m 112. | descend descendre *fik [*ylk, *plk ‘arrive’] k

81. | close fermer *yék [*ylgad] k 113. | dew rosée *mUk, [*me, *mi]

82. | cloth tissu *nd’ [*dédé] mek

84. | cloud nuage *duad [*dUnde] d 114. | die mourir *kU(a) [*kU]

83. | cloud nuage *bak® k 115. | divide diviser *gab(-ti) [*gab] b

85. | cock coq “k(w)ek [*k6ko] k 116. | dog chien *bUa [*bUa, *buia]

86. | cockroach cafard *fim” [*pémbii] m 117. | dream réve *jem m

87. | cocoyam macabo *kuki k 118. | drink boire *nti(a) [*nU]

88. | cold, be froid, étre *'é [*péd, plbd ‘the cold’] 120. | drive away | chasser *fid m

89. | coldness froideur *fép® [*pépl p 119. | drive away | chasser *jun [*bing] ng

90. | come venir *yik-a [*vij, 55 “plk k 121. | drum tambour “pgom” ["goma] m
‘arrive’] 123. | dry (tr.) secher *yén n

91. | come venir *s(i)ok k 124. | dry season saison séche *Tam” m

92. | cook cuisiner *Tam [*d4mb] 122. | dry, become secher, se *yam [*ytm] m

93. | cook cuisiner *ndy ng 125. | dust poussiere *bab’-li b

94. | copulate copuler *cdrn ng 126. | ear oreille *tag-li [*tde] ng

95. | cough tousser *kot-i [*kéod, *kéc] t 127. | eat manger “fa [*di]




128. | egg oeuf *bum” m 159. | front, in devant *bl [*bidi]

129. | egusi egusi *“nglk k 160. | fruit fruit *tdm” m

436. | eight huit am -(1?)i m 161. | fry frire, faire *kén-i [*kang, *kadj ng] ng

130. | elephant éléphant *sEn [*témbd] n 162. | fufu (corn) taro, fufu, pain | *bédn’ n

132. | enter entrer “ni (*nl?) [*ylygid] 163. | girl fille, jeune *gon’ n

131. | enter entrer *kian n 164. | give donner 4 [pé]

133. | excrement excrément *bid [*bi] d 165. | glue (v.) coller *diad [*dend] d

135. | extinguish éteindre *1fm-Ci [*dim] m 167. | go aller *dTu [*dU] ‘go/come out

134. | extinguish éteindre *bEt-ti? [*blc ‘hide’] t from’

136. | eye oeil > [*ylco] t 166. | go aller *yEn [*gend] n

137. | face visage *sf* [*cla] 168. | goat chevre *bUl [*budi]

138. | fall tomber *eUa [*gii] 169. | good, be bon, étre *bony ng

139. | fart (v.) peter *fet t 170. | gorilla gorille *buk” k

140. | fat (n.) graisse *fom® m 171. | grasshopper | sauterelle *tan [*teete] n

141. | father pere *tatV”’ [*taatd] t 172. f;éssmpper sauterelle (sp.) *gUn n

142. | fear (v.) craindre *bép [*yogup] p 173. | grave tombe *ga®

143. | feather plume *fel” 1 174. | grind moudre *otok Kk

144. | feather plume *SUH 1 175. | ground sol, terre *sé [*ci]

145. | feed nourrir *1I-at [*di-ic-i -] t 177. | groundnut arachides *jU [jugd, *nj0]

146. | fenced concession *ban” [*bénja ‘courtyard’ n 176. | groundnut | arachides *biyan ng
compound | cloitrée bilan

147. | fill remplir *du(n)-si n 178. | gun fusil *ngad’ d

148. | finish (intr) | finir (intr) me [*mad] 179. | hair poil, cheveux *niug ng

149. | finish (tr.) | finir *mEt-ti [mad] t 180. | hand main o ["boko]

150. | fire feu “u-ft’ ! symoc:lie’f]l e yek t 181. ?ar'\t/)est (pick récolter, cueillir | *kdb b

151. | firewood bois a briiler *kI:Ji(n)‘ [*kaini] n 182, }::tle détestor “ban [bed] N

152. | fish poisson U R30[0) 183. | head tote "t [ta(e)]

153. | fish, tadpole poisson, tétard “bwe- 184. | headpad coussinet de *kad® [*kdta] d

433. | five cinq *(i—\)tén [*tddni] n portage

154. | fly mouche *niI [*gl(ng)] 185. | hear entendre *ytak [*yug] k

155. | follow suivre b+ [*bi d] 186. | heart coeur *tHm® [*tima] m

156. | foot pied “yal [guda] 1 187. | heavy, be lourd, étre *dt1d [*diti, *ditd] d

157. | forest, field | forét *k\?, 188. | he-goat bouc *béb® pongo] b

432. | four quatre *kUa+ 189. | he-goat bouc *od" d

158. | friend ami *stin” n




191. | help aider *gam-ti m 228. | leopard léopard *Fun’ n
190. | help aider *ko-ti t 227. | leopard léopard *ba(t) t
192. | hen poule *gUb‘ [*kUba] b 229. | lick lecher *1ad [*ddmb, *deet] d
193. | hide cacher *lem [*dim(b)] m 230. | lie down allonger, s’ *non-i ng
194. | hill colline *kony ng 231. | lineage lignage *kay ng
195. | hip hanche *Lip® [*yongal ng 232. | lizard lézard *kébat t
196. | hit frapper “1Ib b 233. | locust sauterelle *gémi

197. | hoe (n.) houe *s61° [*cUka] 1 234. | long, be long, étre *d*ap [*da, deepy ] p
199. | hole, cave trou, grotte *buk® k 235. | lose perdre *bé [*bic ‘hide’]

200. | honey miel h 236. | lose perdre “1fm [*dfmb ‘forget’] m
201. | horn corne *ndén ng 237. | mad, go fou, devenir *bé

202. | horse cheval *din” ng 238. | maggot asticot *eUd” d
203. | house maison, case *ndéb” [*dabo] b 240. | maize mais kwi®

204. | hunger faim *je(n) [jadal ng 239. | maize mais (*ngo-a)- [*cangul] ng
205. | hunt chasser “pbUem [*gUim] m sén

206. | husband mari *Tam” [*ddmi] m 241. | make faire *gi(-1i) [*gid “act’] 1
207. | ill, be; ache | malade, étre *jan ng 242. | man homme *bana ng
208. | illness maladie *gon’ [*gon ‘become ill’] n 243. | market marché *tan” n
209. | increase augmenter *kuk-i-CV k 244. | market marché *win’ n
210. | injured, be blesser, se *1ém [*démad] 245. | meat, rat viande *bab” [*beba “kind of rat’] b
211. | intestines intestins *t6° 247. Er:l?lcc}z?;le fgjﬁif;?ent (= *u

212. | iron fer “ténV [tade] n 248. | medicine médicament *ceb b
213. it_Ch (v.) gratter, se “yat t 246. | medicine médicament *kag® [*gangal ng
214. | kill tuer *yf{_ti - t 250. | meet rencontrer *tid d
215. | knee genou lal ["dU1] 249. | meet rencontrer *bum m
216. | knife couteau *bé: Cpfol 252. | message message “tim” [*tam ‘send’] m
217. | knot (v.) noue.r *SUU ng 251. | message message *ken® n
218. | know Savolr *]I\ 253. | mole taupe *ndum’ m
219. | kola kola *bI” [*bida] 254. | money argent ab b
220. | ladder échelle *kok® k 255. | monkey singe *KAnA n
222. | laugh rire *cék [*cek] k 256. | moon lune U1

221. | laugh rire “g(w)pel [od] ! 257. | mother mere *mé [*maéa]

223. | leaf feuille *f” u’ [*ptia ‘thorn’] 258, | mother more o [nlnal

224. | leg, tibia jambe, tibia "fIn [‘pindi] n 259. | mould (v.) former *bém [*btimb] m
226. | leopard léopard *g(w)e' [*gite]




260. | mouth bouche *cul 1 293. | pus pus (*fU") [*pida, *pina]

261. | mushroom | champignon *yok” [*yogal k 294. | quarterhead | chef *kam [*kUmU] m
262. | nail ongle *kib” b 296. | rain (n.) pluie *yal (b’-) [*bUda] 1
264. | name nom *kiim [*ktimb] m 295. | rain (n.) pluie *bin” [*bingt ‘cloud’] ng
263. | name nom “in® [*gina] n 297. | rat rat *fal” [*puiku] 1
265. | navel nombril *tog” [*todU] ng 298. | red, be rouge, étre *bany [*beng] ng
266. | neck cou *mi(l) [*mldd “throat’] 1 299. | refuse refuser *ton n
267. | nest nid *kan® [*ca] n 300. | refuse, swear refuser, jurer *kan [*kddan ‘refuse’] n
268. | new nouveau i [*pé, *pia] 301. | resemble ressembler, se *fu-Ci [*ptian]

269. | night nuit “tUk [*tUkii] k 302. | rest reposer, se *6CV [*ptiim]

437. | nine neuf *bUKV” [*bU4] k 303. | rest reposer, se *yUti t
270. | nose nez L)l [*yido] 304. | ring bague *kwién ng
271. | notice regarder *Lin [*dang ‘look at’] n 305. | river fleuve (*gi™?) [*gedl ‘stream’]

272. | oil huile *gUd [*gUta] d 306. | road route *ji(l)‘ [%ida]

273. | old, be vieux, étre *DUn [*ny ny ‘old person’] | n 307. | root racine *yan’ [*gangd] ng
429. | one un *mok” [*moti] k 308. | rope corde kUl [*god(]

274. | pipe pipe *kin” ng 309. | rope corde *Lik [*dlgl] k
275. | pit fossé (*b1a") [*bid4] 310. | rot pourrir *be [*bod]

276. | place endroit *di k” k 311. | rot pourrir *f(w)e [*poodd]

277. | plant (v.) planter, semer *kén [*kén] n 312. | rub frotter *cik [*clpg] k
279. | plantain plantain *pgom’ m 313. | rub frotter *yok k
278. | plantain plantain *kedony ng 314. | run courir *ku/o

280. | pleased, be | content, étre *san-li [*cdpg] ng 315. | saliva salive *t(w)é® [*té]

281. | poor, be pauvre, étre *buy ng 316. | salt sel *ewdn” [*ylipgua4] ng
282. | poor, be pauvre, étre *jing® ng 317. | satiated, be rassasié, étre *ngd [*yigitt, *yikUt]

283. | porcupine porc-épic *pgum [*gumb4] m 318. | scorn mépriser *gwag g
284. | pot marmite, pot “ton” n 319. | search for chercher *kin [*king ‘meet’] ng
285. | pot marmite, pot *kIIJ' [*ylpgul ng 320. | see voir *yEn [*yén] n
286. | pound piler *cUk k 321. | sell vendre *f'in [*pind ‘exchange’] n
287. | pour verser *kUd-i [*ylt] d 322. | send envoyer *tam [*tam] m
288. | prepare préparer *nab-ti b 435. | seven sept *saomba(l)” | [cambadi] 1
290. | profit bénéfice *sék k 323. | sew, shoot coudre *tam [*tUm] m
289. | profit bénéfice *bUi(n) n 324. | sheep mouton *ji(e)l 1
291. | pull tirer *sUp ng 325. | short, be court, étre “Um-(s)i m
292. | pumpkin potiron, courge | *bok’ k 326. | short, be court, étre *¢Up [*kUpi] p




327. | shoulder épaule *mbek(-a?) | [*bega] k 361. | stone pierre *gok [*giie] k
328. | sing chanter *yob b 360. | stone pierre *dut/duag | [?*kaduggo] ty
329. | sing chanter *yim [*yimb] m 363. | stranger étranger *gen’ [*genl] n
330. | sit asseoir, s’ *ca(m)(r)i? m 365. | strong, be fort, étre *t4b b
434. | six six *tapa [*taub4] p 364. | strong, be fort, étre *ten

331. | skin (n.) peau *gub® [*giibd, *gdbl] b 366. | suck(le) sucer, allaiter "néy [*y6nk] ng
332. | skin (v.) enlever la peau | *yub [*yiib] b 367. | suffice suffire *kuk [*giig] k
333. | sky ciel *ba(-li) 1 369. | sun soleil *clt', *zu [*cdba, *jiba]

334. | slave esclave *buk [*pika] k 368. | sun soleil *nUm m
335. | slave esclave *kwan n 370. | surpass dépasser *ca

336. | slave esclave *kot® t 371. | swallow avaler *ml(1) [*mld] 1
338. | sleep dormir *dé [*d¢] 372. | sweep balayer *yet t
337. | sleep (v.) dormir *bUni n 373. | sweet, be doux, sucré, “IIm m
339. | small, be petit, étre “kép [*kéép] p étre

341. | smell (v.) sentir *nak(-i) [*nUnk] k 374. | tail queue *kun® [*guindi] n
340. | smell (v.) sentir *dUm [*dUmb] m 375. | tail queue *san” ng
342. | smoke fumée *lik® [*yfki] k 376. | taste gouter *ytk-i- k
343. | snail escargot *tak® k (CV)

344. | snake serpent *yol [*yoka] 1 377. | tell raconter, dire *sun-i [*déng “speak’] ng
345. | song chanson *njan” ng 438. | ten dix *¢Um" [*kUmi] m
346. | sour, be aigre, étre *cép p 378. | termite termite *ngok k
347. | speak parler *yam m 379. | thatch chaume *bin-li n
348. | spear lance *yon” [*gongdl ng 380. | thick, be épais, étre *guk k
349. | spit cracher “tU [*tU()] 381. | thief voleur *con ng
350. | split fendre *bat [*bad, *pac] t 225. | thigh, leg jambe, cuisse *tam m
351. | spoon cuillere *dak® [*tagi] k 382. | thing chose *a(m)® [*ytima] m
352. | spreadtodry | étendre a secher | *san(-ti) [*canj ‘spread’] ng 383. | thing, matter | chose, affaire *ni”

353. | squeeze presser *kdm [*kdm] m 384. | thorn épine *njéy” [*glingal ng
354. | squeeze presser *min [*mini] n 431. | three trois *tad [*tati] d
355. | stab poignarder *sob [*com, *tob ‘hit’ ‘pierce’] | b 385. | throat gorge *toy ng
356. | stand debout, se tenir | *tém-i [*tédam] 386. | throw jeter *mak [*miiag ‘scatter’] k
357. | star étoile *san” ng 387. | throw away | jeter *gwak k
358. | steal voler qq.ch. *yla-CV [*yIb] 388. | thunder tonerre *f'ay ng
359. | sting piquer *ta 389. | tick tique *kap” [*kipa] p
362. | stone pierre *tH” 390. | tired, be fatigué, étre *béd-i [*bud “be lacking’] d




391. | tired, be fatigué, étre *kén 426. | yam (hairy) | igname poilée *Lup” ng
392. | tongue langue *lim® [*dimi] m 425. | yam (yellow) | igname jaune “Lek’ k
393. | tooth dent *son” [*ciingd] ng 427. | yawn bailler Fydt-i [*yayud] t
394. | touch toucher *kwiég g 428. | year année *guk k
395. | touch toucher *mdm m
396. | toucher toucher *kom(-ti) [*kim] m Notes
L o e *té’m —— = *c, ¥j = palatal affricates
398. | tree arbre “t [*t] q* ot — fortis consonant
T , g ortis conso ]
430. | two deux (i-)ba(l) [*badi] 1 b’ £ = lenis consonants
399. | urinate uriner *ce/ci+ [*cUb] y = gamma
400. | vegetable légume *jab” b n = velar nasal
402. | village village "k [*dd] k *L = indeterminate between *d™, *d, *1
401. | village village *bIn” [*bénja ‘courtyard’] | n *C — variable consonant in reflexes
403. | voice voix "gi(l)* 0] 1 *V = variable vowel in reflexes
404. | walk marcher *oEn-li [*gend] n *i,*y =tense or [+ATR] high vowels
405. | walk marcher “nip ng *I = unclear between *i and *i
406. | wander promener, se *kad-CVv d *E, *O = unclear between *i/*e and *u/*o
407. | wander se promener *yan n *U/O = indeterminate high vowel
408. | want désirer *kon ng + = more, but variable, phonetic material follows
410. | war guerre *co
409. | war guerre *bid” [*bit4]
411. | wash laver *stg [*cuk, *cUk, *cug] g
413. | water eau kI’
414. | water eau *mo’
412. | water eau *Lib [*dib4] b
415. | weave tisser *bak k
416. | white, be blanc, étre *fUp P
417. | wind vent *fufuiad [*putipy, *plitipd] d
418. | wine vin *duk® [duigit ‘beer’] k
419. | wing aile *bab -1i [*babd, papa] b
420. | woman femme *o(w)é” [*ké]
421. | work (n./v.) | travail(ler) *fak [*pUk ‘dig up’] k
422. | write écrire *gwak k
423. | xylophone | xylophone *njay” ng
424. | yam igname *yak® k




