
Index of Proto-Grassfields Bantu Roots 
L. M. Hyman (Dec. 12, 1979; retyped May 19, 1993; refonted Jan. 30, 2007) 

[Selective Common Bantu correspondences from Guthrie appear to the right in brackets] 
 
1. accept accepter *bím+  m 
2. accept accepter *bín+  n 
3. age group tranche d’age *gwàk`  k 
4. agitate (wind) agiter (vent) *cÌk  k 
5. animal animal *nàm` [*nàmà] m 
6. ant fourmi *Lí (?)   
7. arm bras *kóN [*kónò] ng 

8. ascend monter *kók [*kúed] k 
9. ashes cendre *bÚ` [*bÚ]  
10. ashes cendre *tóe (?) [*tó, *túe]  
11. attach attacher *kúd-i [*kúnd] d 
12. axe hache *njàm´  m 
13. back dos *jÌm [*yimá] m 
14. bad, be mauvais, être *bíp [*bííp] p 
15. bag sac *bàm`  m 
16. bamboo bambou *dìNí [*dàNgí] ng 
17. bark (n.) écorce *kùb`  b 
18. bark (v.) aboyer *búp  b 
19. basket panier *kà(m?)`  p 
20. be être *b’á [*bá]  
21. bean haricot *kún` [*kúndè] n 
22. beard barbe *dìl` [*dèdì] l 
23. bed lit *kún´  n 
24. bee abeille *yú´ (˜ j) [*júkì]  
25. beehive essaim *Nwak  k 
26. beg mendier *lón  n 
27. begin commencer *jè   
29. belly ventre *là` [*dà]  
28. belly ventre *bÙm [*bÙmò] m 
30. belt ceinture *kòb  b 
31. bend courber, se *gÚm+ (˜ 

k) 
[*kÚmb] m 

32. big, be grand, être *ƒák  k 
33. bird oiseau *nÙn´ [*nùní] n 
34. bird oiseau *síN´  ng 
35. birth, give naissance, 

donner 
*bÍ [*bÍad]  

36. bite mordre *lúm [*dúm] m 
37. bitter, be amer, être *Lùi [*dùd]  
38. black, be noir, être *fÍn [*pÍnd] n 
40. blood sang *cÌ´   
39. blood sang *lém`  m 
42. blow souffler *fùad [*pùùp] d 
41. blow souffler *fép [*pÚd] p 
43. blow nose moucher, se *mÌt [*mÌd] t 
44. body corps *nód [*(n)yútù] d 
46. bone os *kúi(n)´  n 
45. bone os *gÚp [*kÚpà] p 
47. boy garçon *sùm  m 
48. brain cerveau *bóN [*bòNgó] ng 
49. branch branche *táb` [*tàbì, *tápì] b 
51. break casser *bék, búk [*bég, *bÚg] k 
50. breast sein *b’én` [*béédè, *béénè] n 
52. breathe respirer *ywè(-ti)   
53. bridge pont *dàl` [*dàdò] l 
54. bundle paquet *bÚk´ [*búgí] k 
55. burn brûler *kÚ (?)   
56. burn brûler *tòn  n 
57. burn, roast brûler, rôtir *¯òk [*yòNki̧ ] k 
58. burnt, be brûlé, devenir *fú(i)? [*pí]  
59. burst éclater, s’ *bÚd-i [*bádud] d 
60. bury enterrer *túN-i  ng 
61. bushcow vache, buffle *mbòN` [*bògó] ng 
62. buttock fesse *sát`  t 
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63. buy acheter *yún [*yùd, gùd] n 
64. cadaver cadavre *kÚ` [*kÚ ‘die’]  
65. cadaver cadavre *gÙn  n 
66. calabash calebasse *tEm  m 
67. call, read appeler, lire *tóN  ng 
68. cane cane *mbàN`  ng 
69a. cap casquette *cèk  k 
69. cap casquette *tàm, *dàm  m 
70. carry porter *bèk-i [*bàdik] k 
71. carve sculter *kóm [*kómb] m 
72. ceiling plafond *kàN´  ng 
73. charcoal charbon *ké` [*kádà]  
74. cheek joue *gèk  k 
75. chief chef *fÒn`  n 
76. child enfant *-án [*yánà] n 
78. clay (white) argile (blanche) *mbém´ [*pémbé] m 
77. clay, mud argile, boue *cák´  k 
79. clean, be propre, être *dán  n 
80. clear bush débroussailler *tém  m 
81. close fermer *yék [*yÌgad] k 
82. cloth tissu *ndÍ´ [*dédé]  
84. cloud nuage *dùad [*dÙndè] d 
83. cloud nuage *bàk`  k 
85. cock coq *k(w)èk [*kókò] k 
86. cockroach cafard *fím´ [*pémbù] m 
87. cocoyam macabo *kùkí  k 
88. cold, be froid, être *f’é [*pód, pÍò ‘the cold’]  
89. coldness froideur *fép` [*pép] p 
90. come venir *yík-a [*yi̧ j, *jÍ; *pÌk 

‘arrive’] 

k 

91. come venir *s(i)òk  k 
92. cook cuisiner *lám [*dámb] m 
93. cook cuisiner *náN  ng 
94. copulate copuler *cáN  ng 
95. cough tousser *kót-i [*kóod, *kóc] t 

96. count compter *táN [*táNg] ng 
97. cover couvrir *cí(l)-ti (?)  l 
98. cow vache *nàk´  k 
99. cowry caurie *bÍm` [*bámbá] m 
100. crab crabe *kámí [*kám ‘squeeze’] n 
101. cricket grillon, criquet *tìt´  t 
102. crunch croquer *kÚd [*kúkut] d 
103. cry pleurer *d+ìl [*dìd] l 
104. cry pleurer *Làn  n 
198. cultivate, hoe cultiver *lÍk  k 
105. cut couper *cwán  n 
106. cutlass machète *nÍ   
107. dance (v.) danser *bÍn [*bÍn] n 
108. darkness, 

night 
nuit, obscurité *njím´ [*yÍdÍmà ‘darkness’] m 

109. day jour *cí´ [*cí ‘daytime’]  
110. death mort *ƒÚà [*kÚà]  
111. defecate déféquer *nÌ [*nÌ]  
112. descend descendre *fík [*yÌk, *pÍk ‘arrive’] k 
113. dew rosée *mÙk, 

mèk 
[*mè, *mì]  

114. die mourir *kÚ(a) [*kÚ]  
115. divide diviser *g+àb(-ti) [*gàb] b 
116. dog chien *bÚà [*bÚà, *búà]  
117. dream rêve *jèm  m 
118. drink boire *nú(a) [*nÚ]  
120. drive away chasser *fìd  m 
119. drive away chasser *jùN [*bi̧ Ng] ng 
121. drum tambour *Ngòm` [*gòmà] m 
123. dry (tr.) secher *yán  n 
124. dry season saison sèche *lùm`  m 
122. dry, become secher, se *yúm [*yúm] m 
125. dust poussière *búb´-li  b 
126. ear oreille *túN-li [*túe] ng 
127. eat manger *lÍa [*dí]  
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128. egg oeuf *bùm´  m 
129. egusi egusi *NgÌk  k 
436. eight huit *f’ám´-(l?)i  m 
130. elephant éléphant *sÉn [*témbó] n 
132. enter entrer *¯í (*nÍ?) [*yÍNgid]  
131. enter entrer *kún  n 
133. excrement excrément *bÍd [*bÍ] d 
135. extinguish éteindre *lÍm-Ci [*dÍm] m 
134. extinguish éteindre *bÉt-ti? [*bÍc ‘hide’] t 
136. eye oeil *Ít` [*yÍcò] t 
137. face visage *sÍ` [*cÌú]  
138. fall tomber *gÙa [*gù]  
139. fart (v.) peter *fèt  t 
140. fat (n.) graisse *f’óm`  m 
141. father père *tàtV´ [*tààtá] t 
142. fear (v.) craindre *bóp [*yògup] p 
143. feather plume *fèl`  l 
144. feather plume *gÙlì  l 
145. feed nourrir *lÍ-at [*dí-ic-i̧ -] t 
146. fenced 

compound 
concession 
cloîtrée 

*bàn` [*bánjà ‘courtyard’ n 

147. fill remplir *dú(n)-si  n 
148. finish (intr) finir (intr) *mè [*màd]  
149. finish (tr.) finir *mÈt-ti [*màd] t 
150. fire feu *ù-Ít´ [*yótò ‘fire’, *yúkì 

‘smoke’] t 

151. firewood bois à brûler *kÚi(n)` [*kúnì] n 
152. fish poisson *sÚ` [*cÚ(i)]  
153. fish, tadpole poisson, têtard *bwè`   
433. five cinq *(í-)tàn [*táánù] n 
154. fly mouche *njÌ [*gÌ(NgÌ)]  
155. follow suivre *bÌ+ [*bi̧ d]  
156. foot pied *ƒùl` [gùdù] l 
157. forest, field forêt *kò´   
432. four quatre *kÙa+   
158. friend ami *sún´  n 

159. front, in devant *bÌ [*bìdì]  
160. fruit fruit *tám´  m 
161. fry frire, faire *káN-i [*káNg, *kádi̧ Ng] ng 
162. fufu (corn) taro, fufu, pain *bán`  n 
163. girl fille, jeune *gòn`  n 
164. give donner *f’á [pá]  
165. glue (v.) coller *dìad [*dènd] d 
167. go aller *d+ù [*dÙ] ‘go/come out 

from’ 

 

166. go aller *ƒÈn [*gènd] n 
168. goat chèvre *bÚÌ [*búdÌ]  
169. good, be bon, être *bòN  ng 
170. gorilla gorille *búk´  k 
171. grasshopper sauterelle *tàn [*tèetè] n 
172. grasshopper 

sp. sauterelle (sp.) *gÙn  n 

173. grave tombe *sè`   
174. grind moudre *g+òk  k 
175. ground sol, terre *sé [*cí]  
177. groundnut arachides *jÙ [*jùgú, *njÚ]  
176. groundnut arachides *bìyáN 

bìláN 
 ng 

178. gun fusil *Ngád`  d 
179. hair poil, cheveux *nùN  ng 
180. hand main *bó` [*bókò]  
181. harvest (pick 

fruit) récolter, cueillir *káb  b 

182. hate détester *bàn [?*bèd] n 
183. head tête *tú` [*tú(è)]  
184. headpad coussinet de 

portage 
*kád` [*kátà] d 

185. hear entendre *yúk [*yúg] k 
186. heart coeur *tím` [*tímà] m 
187. heavy, be lourd, être *d+Ìd [*dìtù, *dìtò] d 
188. he-goat bouc *béb` [*pòNgó] b 
189. he-goat bouc *fòd`  d 
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191. help aider *gàm-ti  m 
190. help aider *kó-ti  t 
192. hen poule *gÚb` [*kÚbà] b 
193. hide cacher *lèm [*dÍm(b)] m 
194. hill colline *kóN  ng 
195. hip hanche *LÍN` [*yóNgà] ng 
196. hit frapper *lÌb  b 
197. hoe (n.) houe *sól` [*cÚkà] l 
199. hole, cave trou, grotte *bùk`  k 
200. honey miel *lù   
201. horn corne *ndóN  ng 
202. horse cheval *díN´  ng 
203. house maison, case *ndáb` [*dábò] b 
204. hunger faim *jè(N) [*jádà] ng 
205. hunt chasser *bÚem [*gÚim] m 
206. husband mari *lúm` [*dúmì] m 
207. ill, be; ache malade, être *jaN  ng 
208. illness maladie *gòn´ [*gòn ‘become ill’] n 
209. increase augmenter *kùk-i-CV  k 
210. injured, be blesser, se *lém [*démad] m 
211. intestines intestins *tó`   
212. iron fer *ténV @ [*tádè] n 
213. itch (v.) gratter, se *yùt  t 
214. kill tuer *yú-ti  t 
215. knee genou *lúÌ [*dÚí]  
216. knife couteau *bé [*pÍo]  
217. knot (v.) nouer *cÚN  ng 
218. know savoir *jÍ   
219. kola kola *bÌ´ [*bìdú]  
220. ladder échelle *kók`  k 
222. laugh rire *cék [*cèk] k 
221. laugh rire *g(w)èl [*jòd] l 
223. leaf feuille *f’ù´ [*púa ‘thorn’]  
224. leg, tibia jambe, tibia *fÍn [*píndí] n 
226. leopard léopard *g(w)è` [*gùe]  

228. leopard léopard *Fùn´  n 
227. leopard léopard *bá(t)`  t 
229. lick lecher *lád [*dámb, *dèet] d 
230. lie down allonger, s’ *nòN-i  ng 
231. lineage lignage *kàN  ng 
232. lizard lézard *kébát  t 
233. locust sauterelle *gómí  m 
234. long, be long, être *d+àp [*dà, dèepu̧ ] p 
235. lose perdre *bé [*bíc ‘hide’]  
236. lose perdre *lÍm [*dÍmb ‘forget’] m 
237. mad, go fou, devenir *bá   
238. maggot asticot *gÙd´  d 
240. maize maïs *kwì`   
239. maize maïs (*Ngò-a)-

sáN 
[*cáNgú] ng 

241. make faire *gì(-li) [*gìd ‘act’] l 
242. man homme *báNà  ng 
243. market marché *tán´  n 
244. market marché *wín´  n 
245. meat, rat viande *bàb´ [*bèbà ‘kind of rat’] b 
247. medecine 

(=‘leaf’) 
médicament (= 
‘feuille’) 

*f’ù´   

248. medicine médicament *cèb  b 
246. medicine médicament *kàN` [*gàNgà] ng 
250. meet rencontrer *tíd  d 
249. meet rencontrer *bùm  m 
252. message message *túm` [*túm ‘send’] m 
251. message message *kèn`  n 
253. mole taupe *ndùm´  m 
254. money argent *káb`  b 
255. monkey singe *káná  n 
256. moon lune *mu-V´l   
257. mother mère *má [*máá]  
258. mother mère *nì [*nÌnà]  
259. mould (v.) former *bóm [*búmb] m 
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260. mouth bouche *cùl`  l 
261. mushroom champignon *ƒòk´ [*yògà] k 
262. nail ongle *kíb´  b 
264. name nom *kúm [*kúmbú] m 
263. name nom *lÍn` [*gÍnà] n 
265. navel nombril *tòN´ [*tòdÚ] ng 
266. neck cou *mì(l) [*mÌdò ‘throat’] l 
267. nest nid *kàn` [*cà] n 
268. new nouveau *fí [*pé, *píà]  
269. night nuit *tÚk [*tÚkù] k 
437. nine neuf *bÙkV´ [*bÙá] k 
270. nose nez *L(u)Í` [*yídò]  
271. notice regarder *Lin [*dáNg ‘look at’] n 
272. oil huile *gÚd [*gÚtà] d 
273. old, be vieux, être *DÙn [*nu̧ nu̧  ‘old person’] n 
429. one un *mòk´ [*mòtÍ] k 
274. pipe pipe *kìN´  ng 
275. pit fossé (*bú´) [*bídá]  
276. place endroit *di̧ k´  k 
277. plant (v.) planter, semer *kón [*kón] n 
279. plantain plantain *Ngòm´  m 
278. plantain plantain *kèdòN  ng 
280. pleased, be content, être *sáN-li [*cáNg] ng 
281. poor, be pauvre, être *búN  ng 
282. poor, be pauvre, être *jìN`  ng 
283. porcupine porc-épic *Ngùm [*gùmbá] m 
284. pot marmite, pot *tòn`  n 
285. pot marmite, pot *kÌN´ [*yÌNgú] ng 
286. pound piler *cÚk  k 
287. pour verser *kÙd-i [*yÌt] d 
288. prepare préparer *nàb-ti  b 
290. profit bénéfice *sék  k 
289. profit bénéfice *bÙi(n)  n 
291. pull tirer *sÙN  ng 
292. pumpkin potiron, courge *bòk´  k 

293. pus pus (*fÚ`) [*pÍdà, *pÍnà]  
294. quarterhead chef *kúm [*kÚmÙ] m 
296. rain (n.) pluie *ƒúl´(b’-) [*bÚdà] l 
295. rain (n.) pluie *bìN` [*bìNgù ‘cloud’] ng 
297. rat rat *fúl´ [*púku] l 
298. red, be rouge, être *bàN [*bèNg] ng 
299. refuse refuser *tón  n 
300. refuse,  swear refuser, jurer *kàn [*káán ‘refuse’] n 
301. resemble ressembler, se *fú-Ci [*púan]  
302. rest reposer, se *f’éCV [*púúm]  
303. rest reposer, se *yÙti  t 
304. ring bague *kwáN  ng 
305. river fleuve (*gì`?) [*gèdÌ ‘stream’]  
306. road route *jÌ(l)` [*jìdà]  
307. root racine *ƒàN´ [*gàngá] ng 
308. rope corde *kÙl´ [*gòdÍ]  
309. rope corde *Lík` [*dÍgÌ] k 
310. rot pourrir *bè [*bòd]  
311. rot pourrir *f(w)è [*pòòd]  
312. rub frotter *cík [*cÍNg] k 
313. rub frotter *yók  k 
314. run courir *kù/ò   
315. saliva salive *t(w)é` [*té]  
316. salt sel *gwáN` [*yùNgúá] ng 
317. satiated, be rassasié, être *gÍÚd [*yígùt, *yíkÙt] d 
318. scorn mépriser *gwág  g 
319. search for chercher *kíN [*kíNg ‘meet’] ng 
320. see voir *yÉn [*yén] n 
321. sell vendre *f’ìn [*pìnd ‘exchange’] n 
322. send envoyer *túm [*túm] m 
435. seven sept *sà´mbà(l)´ [càmbàdì] l 
323. sew, shoot coudre *túm [*tÚm] m 
324. sheep mouton *jÌ(e)l  l 
325. short, be court, être *tÚm-(s)i  m 
326. short, be court, être *gÚp [*kÚpi] p 
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327. shoulder épaule *mbèk(-a?) [*bègà] k 
328. sing chanter *yòb  b 
329. sing chanter *yím [*yímb] m 
330. sit asseoir, s’ *cú(m)(r)i?  m 
434. six six *túpú [*túúbá] p 
331. skin (n.) peau *gùb` [*gùbò, *gòbÌ] b 
332. skin (v.) enlever la peau *yùb [*yùb] b 
333. sky ciel *bú(-li)  l 
334. slave esclave *bùk [*pìkà] k 
335. slave esclave *kwàn  n 
336. slave esclave *kòt`  t 
338. sleep dormir *dé [*dó]  
337. sleep (v.) dormir *bÚni  n 
339. small, be petit, être *kép [*kéép] p 
341. smell (v.) sentir *¯úk(-i) [*nÙnk] k 
340. smell (v.) sentir *dÙm [*dÙmb] m 
342. smoke fumée *lík` [*yÍkì] k 
343. snail escargot *tàk`  k 
344. snake serpent *yól [*yókà] l 
345. song chanson *njàN`  ng 
346. sour, be aigre, être *cép  p 
347. speak parler *ƒàm  m 
348. spear lance *ƒòN` [*gòNgá] ng 
349. spit cracher *tÚ [*tÚ(Íj)]  
350. split fendre *bàt [*bàd, *pàc] t 
351. spoon cuillère *dúk` [*túgù] k 
352. spread to dry étendre à secher *sàN(-ti) [*cànj ‘spread’] ng 
353. squeeze presser *kám [*kám] m 
354. squeeze presser *mìn [*mÌnÌ] n 
355. stab poignarder *sòb [*còm, *tòb ‘hit’ ‘pierce’] b 
356. stand debout, se tenir *tém-i [*tédam] m 
357. star étoile *sàN´  ng 
358. steal voler qq.ch. *yÍa-CV [*yÍb]  
359. sting piquer *tá   
362. stone pierre *tí´   

361. stone pierre *gòk [*gùe] k 
360. stone pierre *dùt/dùN [?*kúdùNgò] t N 
363. stranger étranger *gèn` [*gènÌ] n 
365. strong, be fort, être *táb  b 
364. strong, be fort, être *tèn  n 
366. suck(le) sucer, allaiter *¯óN [*yóNk] ng 
367. suffice suffire *kùk [*gùg] k 
369. sun soleil *cù`, *zu [*cúbà, *júbà]  
368. sun soleil *nÙm  m 
370. surpass dépasser *cà   
371. swallow avaler *mÌ(l) [*mÌd] l 
372. sweep balayer *yèt  t 
373. sweet, be doux, sucré, 

être 
*lÌm  m 

374. tail queue *kùn` [*gùndú] n 
375. tail queue *sáN`  ng 
376. taste gouter *yúk-i-

(CV) 
 k 

377. tell raconter, dire *súN-i [*dóNg ‘speak’] ng 
438. ten dix *gÚm` [*kÚmì] m 
378. termite termite *Ngók  k 
379. thatch chaume *bín-li  n 
380. thick, be épais, être *gúk  k 
381. thief voleur *cóN  ng 
225. thigh, leg jambe, cuisse *tám  m 
382. thing chose *ú(m)` [*yúmà] m 
383. thing, matter chose, affaire *nù`   
384. thorn épine *njóN` [*gùNgà] ng 
431. three trois *tád [*tátù] d 
385. throat gorge *tóN  ng 
386. throw jeter *màk [*mùag ‘scatter’] k 
387. throw away jeter *gwák  k 
388. thunder tonerre *f’àN  ng 
389. tick tique *kúp´ [*kúpá] p 
390. tired, be fatigué, être *bód-i [*búd ‘be lacking’] d 
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391. tired, be fatigué, être *kán  n 
392. tongue langue *lím` [*dímì] m 
393. tooth dent *sòN´ [*cùngá] ng 
394. touch toucher *kwág  g 
395. touch toucher *mòm  m 
396. toucher toucher *kòm(-ti) [*kúm] m 
397. trap piège *tám` [*támbò] m 
398. tree arbre *tí´ [*tí]  
430. two deux *(í-)bà(l)´ [*bàdí] l 
399. urinate uriner *cè/cì+ [*cÙb]  
400. vegetable légume *jàb´  b 
402. village village *lák` [*dá] k 
401. village village *bÍn´ [*bánjà ‘courtyard’] n 
403. voice voix *gì(l)` [*jÚì] l 
404. walk marcher *gÈn-li [*gènd] n 
405. walk marcher *nìN  ng 
406. wander promener, se *kád-CV  d 
407. wander se promener *ƒán  n 
408. want désirer *kòN  ng 
410. war guerre *cò   
409. war guerre *bÌd´ [*bÌtá] d 
411. wash laver *sùg [*cùk, *cÙk, *cùg] g 
413. water eau *kÌ´   
414. water eau *mò´   
412. water eau *LÍb [*dÍbá] b 
415. weave tisser *bák  k 
416. white, be blanc, être *fÚp  p 
417. wind vent *fùfùad [*pùùpù, *pùùpò] d 
418. wine vin *dùk` [dùgù ‘beer’] k 
419. wing aile *bàb`-li [*bàbá, pàpá] b 
420. woman femme *g(w)é´ [*ké]  
421. work (n./v.) travail(ler) *fàk [*pÙk ‘dig up’] k 
422. write écrire *Nwàk  k 
423. xylophone xylophone *njáN´  ng 
424. yam igname *yúk`  k 

426. yam (hairy) igname poilée *LúN`  ng 
425. yam (yellow) igname jaune *Lèk´  k 
427. yawn bailler *yát-i [*yáyud] t 
428. year année *gùk  k 
 

Notes 

*c, *j = palatal affricates 
*d+, g+ = fortis consonants 
*b’, f’ = lenis consonants 
ƒ = gamma 
N = velar nasal 
*L = indeterminate between *d+, *d, *l 
*C = variable consonant in reflexes 
*V = variable vowel in reflexes 
*i̧ , *u̧  = tense or [+ATR] high vowels 
*I = unclear between *i̧  and *i 
*E, *O = unclear between *i/*e and *u/*o 
*U/O = indeterminate high vowel 
+ = more, but variable, phonetic material follows 


