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3. The Noun and Noun Phrase
3.1. Noun structure

3.1.1. Basic noun structure. Most nounsin Legbo consist of a prefix and a stem, the latter
in turn consisting of one or two (rarely more) syllables:

noun
(prefmem
N
s (s) ..

Approximately 35 out of 569, or 6%, of the nouns in the Legbo lexicon are prefixless
including the following:

sin, ‘hair’ nOnON  ‘finger’

ddEn ‘eye cOcO ‘small frog (sp.)’
dze ‘crocodile ttEtEE ‘grandfather’
dzO ‘snake’ kkakki ‘pants’

kkwal ‘boat’ fufa ‘fufu’

wOm ‘thing’ bileedi ‘bread’

Many of the bisyllabic and longer prefixless nouns are reduplications;, cf. aso kkpakkpa
‘groundnuts’, kkwakkwd ‘locust tree’, gboNgboN ‘can, tin’, koolikooli ‘flower’. Others may be
historical compounds whose parts can no longer be identified, or they may be borrowings, e.g.
jakpu ‘ cassava, talatolo ‘mumps'.

A noun prefix may have the shape CV- or V-, or it may consist of a homorganic nasal N-.
Legbd distinguished the following prefixes.

- i- N-  [m- n- N-]
IE- (~ le) E-(~e)

gi- a

gE- (~ge)

As seen, the vowels are limited to /i/, /E/ and /a/, round vowels being prohibited in prefixes. As
discussed in 8XX, preflxal /E/ harmonizesto [e€] when followed by /i/, /e/, /ul or /o/ in the root, e.g.
IEsAl ‘tooth’, Iébdl “beard’ . Whilethe/I/ of li and leis stable, preflxal 9/ may optlonally be lenited
to a continuant gh or be dropped entirely, e.g. givda ~ ivda ‘guilt’, gEbO ~ EbO ‘arm, hand’.
Finally, note that of the 566 prefixed nouns entered into the lexicon, 371 carry L tone, while 187
carry M tone. Thisleaves only the following 8 nouns with H tone prefixes:

liddaddil  ‘rejoicing’ akkpaN ‘plate

lidzil ‘food’ likpaal ‘community’
ikilibi ‘cowry’ aNala  ‘garden egg’
ékko ‘vegetable (sp.)’ EwawaE ‘child-like

Thefirst two are nominalizations (cf. dzi ‘eat’, ddaddi ‘rejoice’), while others may be borrowings.
Each of the Legho prefix shapesisillustrated below.

li- :  1itOl ‘ear, livOl ! beIIy lidEEI ‘name’, I|nyum|I ‘thorn’
IE- : IEba ‘axe’, IEzaNal ‘river’, |éttol * head lebdl ‘beard’



gi-
_gE— X

I-
E-

a
N-

g‘lj[éél‘witchcraft’ , givala’ gui It', gittd ‘life, gibéa‘ marriage’
gEbO arm, hand’, gEVE ‘foot’, geétti ‘tree’, geku ‘ hoe’

iwa splrlt izu gourd itébo * monkey izOOm *knife
EnOn ' person’, EtEEmM ‘meat, animal’, ebbi * goat’, enuN ‘salt’
azi ‘blood’, as ‘water’, anaan ‘oil’ aggba chin’, gji ‘feast’
“mbom * cheek’ , *nzdN * nose , ‘nnyON ‘maggot’ , NKO ‘nut’

As seen in the following examples, indigenous Leghd names also begin with these prefixes:

liddaddil (m./f.) (‘ happiness’)
IEtOONOI (m./f.) (‘ praise’)
glttu (m./f) (Clife’)

|cej| (f.), ikkO (m.), icca (m.)

eémi (m.), Ekama (f.) (< &aaman ‘ our mother’), Ekpaa (m.), &bia (f.), énni (m./f.)
&mOn (m.), adiaaha (.), agghOmi (m.),

ntOmMO (f.), "Nka&anu (m./f.)

Any other initial vowel indicates that a name has been borrowed from another language, e.g. from
Efik: okdn (m.), udO (m.), 6dudu (m.); cf. mOnde (‘Monday’), flaide (‘ Friday’).

The above prefixes are frozen relics of a former noun class system which conditioned full
agreement—and which can be observed in nearby Upper Cross languages such as Lokaa (Iwara
19X X) and Mbembe (Barnwell 19X X). In some cases these prefixes suggest a former grouping of
nouns by semantic features:

First, we have found approximately 20 nouns denoting human beings which take the prefix E-
inthe singular, and & in the plura (almost al of them with L tone):

EbObONO  *native doctor’ pl. abObONO

ececena ‘guest, stranger’ pl. acécéna  (cf. cce'expect’)
edum “husband’ pl. adum

egho ‘Legbo person’ pl. aghd

EgOgOmO  *‘fool’ pl. agOgOmO

Ekaala ‘European’ pl. &kada

Ekka ‘mother’ pl. akka

Ekkakkaya  ‘carpenter’ pl. akkdkkaya (cf.kka‘carve')
Ella ‘servant, maid’ pl. dla_

EnnE ‘in-law’ pl. annkE

EtataanO ‘sorcerer, wizard’ pl. aataanO

Etatama ‘s.0. of Adadamal pl. aatama .

EtEtEEa ‘blacksmith’ pl. aEtEEa  (cf. tEEE ‘burn’)
éetdla ‘madman’ pl. aeda

EttE ‘father’ pl. atE

étulukpa ‘senior’ pl. aulukpa

Evad ‘chief’ pl. avad

eveve ‘thief’ pl. aveve

evali ‘servant, Igho’ pl. avdli

ewla ‘poor person’ pl. awda

eyoo0 ‘friend’ pl. ayoo

As seen, some of these nouns are agentives derived from verbs. However, most agentives are
phrasal in natural in Legbo:



EnOn (&KE) negttui &aEEmi  ‘farmer’  (person (who) habitually cultivates farm)
pl.  anOn (&E) banattui &EEMI

EnOn (&E) nEE waal gédi  ‘tapper’  (person (who) habitually taps palmtree)
pl. anOn (&E) banawaal gedi

EnOn (&E) E nnEni wOm  ‘owner’  (person (who) has/owns something)

anOn (&kE) ba nnEni vwOm

Others are formed by compounding or use of the associative construction (83.2.2), e.g. EnOn
likwE-kOlI “hunter’ (person of hunting), or by nominalizing the verb with E- followed by an object:

éttui AEEmMi ‘farmer’
étu gezu, ‘dancer’
EkkpO EttO ‘house-builder’

(cultivator + farm)
(dancer + dance)
(builder + house)

The above do not take a plural in & (nor can the verb stem be pluralized, i.e. *éttuazi, * e-tdazi,
*EkkOOzi.

In addition to ‘husband’, ‘mother’, ‘father’ and ‘in-law’, a small set of other kinship terms
involve a change of initial consonant in singular vs. plural forms:

gwanO ‘woman’ pl. banO
wadum ‘man’ pl. badum
waE ‘child’ pl. bEE
wékka ‘sibling’ pl. békka

To these we can add agwEEYE ‘wife' (pl. 3bEEyE) which has both undergoes both a prefix and
initial consonant change to formits plural, as well as waawaa ‘ grandchild’ (pl. bEE awaa) Severdl
other ki nshlpterms are derived by means of the above four nouns, e.g. wakE agwanO daughter’,
waE awadum ‘son’, wékka a gwanO ‘sister’, wakka a wadum *brother’, waawaa grandchlld
Very few human nouns occur with other preflxes e.g. ikku ‘family, relatlves “mkpalédwa ‘ boy,
young man’ (< Efik), gitudtG(wE) ‘baby’, iyad ‘grandmother, old woman'. The noun ttEttE
‘grandfather’ has no prefix (cf. EttE * father)

Except for e-bbi ‘goat’ (pl. &bbi), non-human nouns taking either E- or a: prefixes do not
show a different in sg/pl forms, e.g. E-kdmi ‘ cotton tree(s)’, e-yim ‘onion(s)’, E-ttO ‘house(s)’.
Thisincludes the rather sizeable number of (mostly L tone) E- nouns denoting animals:

eciN ‘porcupinge’ Evaam ‘cow’

ekilikili ~ *weaver bird’ evom ‘tsetse fly’
EkkwO  ‘snail’ evu ‘monkey (sp.)’
enyi ‘elephant’ Ewa ‘dog’

Eppa ‘hawk’ EwOwWON ‘hippopotamus’
ESE ‘tiger’ Eya ‘shrimp’
Ettama  ‘guineafowl’ eyu “antelope (sp.)’
EtEEN ‘animal, meat’ EzEEm ‘python’
eiuwan  ‘bushcow’ €zi ‘bushpig’

Several animal names consist of compounds (§XX) genitive constructions (8XX), or full sentences:
EvaalikOO! ‘rabbit’ (cf. Evaam ‘cow’, 1ikOOI ‘bush’), Evva-kkO ‘hyena (cf. Evva‘dog’, kkO
‘lack’), Evaa esti Emma ‘ puff adder’ (‘ hewho is able to peck with mouth’).

Nouns designating animals are, however, to be found with all prefixes, aswell as prefixless:



@- . dzé‘crocodile’, dzO ‘snake

li- : lizol ‘bird’
IE- : IEkkpand ‘frog’, lesil ‘éectric fish’, IEtOhOI ‘leech’, l&viil ‘owl’, IEwObUI ‘toad’
gi- . gibilézézd ‘bar,

gE- : geboo ‘squirrel (sp.)’, gédédeéyi ‘sheep’, gEVE ‘squirre (sp.)’, gEkka ‘crab’,
gezezeéni ‘worm’

i- : iban ‘fish (sp.)’, idEIE ‘vulture’, iti ‘antelope’, itdbo ‘monkey’, ivvaghan
‘chameleon’, iwata‘ chimpanzee, gorilla’, iyayaN ‘crayfish’, ifin ‘cricket’, ipinapi

‘mouse’
a . addaadda‘baboon’, adzaNi(li) ‘ant (sp.)’, "NKOKONi ‘bee’, aNwaaN *cat’
N- : mbEkum ‘tortoise, "'mbON ‘mosquito’, ‘nddén ‘louse’, ‘ndodoOwE ‘insect’,

ndummi ‘sand-fly’ (from dum -bite’), nnyanyaN ‘horse’, ntOtON ‘rat’, "Nkaam
‘caterpillar (edible sp.)’, "NKikiN ‘shrimp (small sp.)’, akkoomba ‘pig’, 'nnyON
‘maggot, jigger’, ‘nzuzuN ‘housefly’,

Although human a/E- nouns show sg/pl distinctions on their prefixes, other animate (and
inanimate) nouns have non-alternating prefixes. Plurality can therefore only be marked on
modifying el ements which alow asg/pl distinction, e.g. ebbi amma'thisgoat’, ébbi abEmma‘these
goats (83.XX). Thisincludes subject-verb agreement (8XX), e.g. ébbi E ttO ‘a goat fell’, ebbi ba-
ttO *goatsfell’, aswell as pluractional marking on the verb (8XX), e.g. E baai ebbi ‘he tied a goat’,
E baazi ebbi ‘hetied goats'.

In addition to the semantic correlation of E with animates, several liquids begin with a, e.g.
anaan ‘oil’, as ‘water’, azi ‘blood’, as well as other soft substances, e.g. akkpO ‘rubber’, akkwaN
‘native bed, asO ‘soap’, avigha‘brain’, azO ‘mushroom’.

We have aso noted that a number of body parts and associated concepts take either ali- or
|E- prefix:

likukuadl ‘eyebrow’ |Ebaa ‘breast’
liméal ‘faeces |ebél ‘beard’
linyol ‘liver, lung? |Edadl ‘tongue’
limittal ‘saliva |Eggwaal ‘breath’
liNwal ‘nail’ |ékool ‘neck’
lisaNili ‘urine’ lekul ‘navel’
listal ‘feather’ IEmmOI ‘flesh, muscle
litital ‘rib’ IENCI ‘penis
litOl ‘ear’ |Esal ‘tooth’
livEil ‘wing’ lésol ‘face’
livil ‘left side’ lettol ‘head’
livOl_ ‘belly, stomach’ leval “horn’
livOOlI ‘pus’ IEWE! ‘voice

Body parts are, however, to be found with other prefixes, including the word Ekkpa‘body’ itself. A
striking number of primary body parts occur with gE-:

@ : sin‘hair’, nOnON ‘finger’
gi- : qgittu‘life



gE-

gEdO ‘throat’, gEdO ‘goiter’, gekpoolo ‘fat’, gEmma ‘mouth’, gepilipa
“shoulder’, gEsE ‘tail’, gEtappa ‘scar’, gEkO ~ gEtEKO ‘bone’, gEva ‘sore,
wound’, gEvava armplt, gEVE ‘foot, Ieg’, gewiya ‘hips, gkEzai ‘rib’, gézuNa
‘perspi ration’ ,

imaaNi ‘heartburn’, imimiN ‘ marrow’

&fi ‘boil’, éno ‘vagina', EtEEm * chest, heart’, ebui ‘waist (area)’

avigha‘brain’, azi ‘blood’

ndodoN ‘smallpox’, "ntEtEbE * grasshoppers (pl.)’, “mbom *cheek’, “nzam ‘back’,
"nzuN ‘nose’

Concerning nouns marked by ali- or |E- prefix, all vowel-final roots also take an -l suffix:

&by
ibOOI
lidEE]
lesol
|Eta

‘axe’ |Ekkpand  ‘frog’
‘poison’ lilamal ‘garbage’
‘name’ linyumil ‘thorn’

‘face’ |Evvanil ‘earthwornt’,
‘kite’ |EzaNal ‘river’

We see this particularly clearly in the following cases where there is a related noun taking an other

prefix:

[EbOI

| &dil
ledzil
|Ek&ala
[Emmal
livEll

‘handle’ cf. gEbO “hand’
‘palm seed’ edi ‘palm (tree)’
‘day’ edzi ‘sunshine’
‘English’ Ekadla ‘European’
‘door’ gEmma ‘mouth’
‘wing’ gEVE ‘foot, leg’

In addition, there are numerous nominalizations from verbs which show that -l is a suffix:

libal ‘question’ cf. ba ‘ask’

lidzil ‘food’ dzi ‘eatl’

lived ‘song’ vee ‘sing’

|ébbol ‘death’ bbo ‘die

libbol ‘crying, weeping’ bbo ‘die

|Ekaal ‘headpad’ kaa ‘carry’

|Ekkaal ‘message’ kkagha ‘delivery a message’
|EddEE ‘greeting’ dde ‘greet’

litOOI ‘harvest’ tOO ‘harvest, uproot’
lédzomal ‘mention’ dzuma ‘mention’
|Emmand ‘birth’ mmana ‘be born’
IEmMOONOI  ‘reply’ mOONO  ‘return’
|EnnEnEl ‘answer’ nnEnE ‘answer’

| Ed2aE] ‘love, passion’ daa ‘like, love

Unpredi ctablesegmental and tonal changes occasi onally occur in both noun-noun and noun-verb

pairs, e.g. livEl
nominaizatoin,
suffix.

| ‘wing’ (cf. gEVE ‘foot, leg’), likkOil “vomit’ (cf. vOO vomlt) Also, the last
|Ed25E] involves both an -E suffix, asin the gerund gEdaaE * liking’ aswell asan -|



In the lexicon, athough there are 16 verb stems of the form CV(V)I, we have found only three
nouns which end in coda -l, and do not have ali- or |E- prefix: kkwal ‘boat’, "Nkul ‘flogging’,
Evadl ‘chief’ . The last of theseis presumably derived from |Evaal ‘ chieftancy’. By contrast, there
are 78 li- or |E- nouns whose stem is-CV(V)l and 29 whose stem is CV (V)CVI. Sugnlflcantly none
of the other coda consonants, /m/, /n/ or /N/, is found on noun stems with these prefixes. This
suggests that suffixal -| may in some cases replace the historical final coda consonant, e.g. |édul
‘bite’ (cf. dum ‘bite’), IENOI ‘penis (nOm copulate’). The following seven nouns with ali- or
|E- prefix were originally dicited as ending in avowel, but later discovered to take an -1 optionaly:

legbd(l) ‘Leghd’ litEha(l)  ‘gibberish’
lebila(l) ‘bundle’ liyogho(l) ‘cluster’ (fruit)
lidaddi(l)  ‘happiness lisANili(l)  “urine’
|EdzEIE(])  *answer’

However, note, firgt, that final -1 has atendency to drop in general when occurring in close juncture
with afollowing word, e.g. léttol sO ~ |étto sO ‘your head'. Thus, li- and |E- houns are marked not
only by a prefix, but also by an -I suffix. (See also 83.XX for the realization of -l in noun
compounding.)

We can conclude from the preceding paragraphs that noun prefixes in Legbd are synchronic
reflexes of earlier noun classes. Since round vowels do not occur in prefixes, we suspect that |E-
comes from earlier *lu and gE- from earlier *gu- (or *ku-). The latter would correspond nicely to
the observation that certain body parts have a gE- prefix which often have * ku- in Bantu languages,
e.g. gEbO *hand, armv’, gEVE ‘foot, leg’. In addition, one pair of nouns used in the numeral system
also shows an older |E-/a- smgular/plural distinction: IE-zOI ‘twenty’, pl. &zO, as in &0 aON
‘forty’ (twenties + two). In 83.XX we show that there are but a few relics left of noun class
concord on possessive pronouns.

3.1.2. Arguments for prefix-stem structure. Although, in most cases, these prefixes are
frozen onto the nouns with which they occur, for reference, we list below the arguments that
demonstrate that they are still morphological prefixes, not part of the noun stem itself.

Frequency. This group of arguments hasto do with the fact that almost all nouns begin with
one of a small set of phonetic forms. Below we talley 590 nouns (ignoring compounds) and
observe that 555 begin with one of the following V-, CV- or N-syllables:

CV- prefixes: V-prefixes N-prefixes
li- 44 I- 71 | N- | 74 |
[E- 71 E- 147
gE- 112 a 29
gi- 7 /] 35

Only 35 nouns are in the corpus which lack one of the above prefixes.

Shapes. The following distributional observations can be made about the above prefixes as a
class: i) They are restricted to one of the indicated syllable shapes. V-, CV-, N- (where N-
represents a homorganic nasal). ii) The only vowels found in this position are /i, E, a/, where /E/
harmonizes to [€] when followed by an initial CV stem syllable containing any of thevowels/i, u, e,
o/. iii) The only consonants found in prefixes are/I/ and /g/. In addition, the /g/ can optionally be
deleted when in aprefix, e.g. (g)E-mma‘mouth’, (g)i-ttu ‘life’, but not in stem-initial position, e.g.
egidi ‘beans (*eidi). iv) With 8 exceptions (see above), the only tones that are found on prefixes
areL and M. Of the 555 nouns with prefixes, 367 have L tone, while 186 have M tone.



Human smgular/plural pairs. As seen above, Leghd marks number on aset of human nouns,
e.g. EnOn ‘person’, anOn ‘peopl€’. All but one of these, eminaakodl ‘ young girl’, have L tone on
their E-/& prefixes.

Related nouns. As also seen above there are several pairs of nouns that are clearly related, but
differ in prefix. With resp@ct to one of the above cited pairs, IEbOI *handle’, gEbO *hand, arm’, we
note that the noun E-bbO “branch’, with a third prefix, may also be related. Although it has a
gemlnate/bb/ acompound also exists for * branch’, nti-bbO, presumably derived from e-tti ‘tree’ +
EbO ‘arm’. nti-bbO would have an irregular transfer of gemination to the second consonant, when
redupllcatedto form a diminutive, the fortition appears in is etymological place: ntti- bO-bO-wE

‘small branch’. ***another example from dico. [CHECK]

Nominalizations In addition, there are nouns in Legbo which are clearly derived from verbs.
As seen in the following examples, these nouns are derived by adding a noun prefix (and suffixal -I,
where appropriate):

ggu ‘blow’ ® li-gugul ‘whistle
dzaNa ‘quarrel’ ® li-dzaNal ‘quarreling’
bbo ‘die ® |&-bbol ‘death’

kaa ‘carry’ ® |E-kaal ‘headpad’
ve ‘sing’ ® le-vel ‘music,s ong’
mOONO  ‘return’ ® |IE-mOONOI ‘areply’
kwOOI ‘groan’ ® |E-kwOOl ‘groaning’
mmana ‘be born’ ® |E-mmanal ‘birth’
nnEnE ‘answer’ ® |E-nnENEl ‘an answer’
yEEI ‘call’ ® |E-yEEIE] ‘calling’
dza ‘be good’ ® gi-dza ‘beauty’

ba ‘marry’ ® gi-baa ‘marriage’
mana ‘catch’ ® gE-mana ‘an arrest’
bbi ‘be black ® ge-bbi-E ‘darkness’
tee ‘rain’ ® ge-téwa ‘rain’

di ‘speak’ ® ge-di ‘story, speech’
yiddi ‘fear’ ® ge-yiddi ‘fear’

yaal ‘paddle’ ® gE-yai ‘paddle’
kOm ‘be hot’ ® gE-kOmO ‘heat, fever’
nii ‘give ® I-nini ‘gift’
kkpONO  ‘betal’ ® i-kkpONO ‘height’
deem ‘bathe’ ® e-déem ‘bath’

dza ‘be good’ ® gi-dza ‘beauty’
kumma ‘worship’ ® "N-kumma “honor’
doNNi ‘beg’ ® n-doNNi ‘begging’
kaam ‘help’ ® N-kaami ‘assistance’
vaan ‘wrestle’ ® m-vaan ‘wrestling’

In addition to these frozen nominalizations, Legbo uses the prefixes gE-, i- and E- in a number of
deverbal derivations. Thus, from the verbs num ‘take’ and dum ‘bite’, Leghd can derive:

gé-nim-¢  ‘taking’ gE-dum-E  *biting’ = gerund (8XX)



i-nt-n0m ~ ‘taking’ i-du-dum  ‘biting’ = gerund (8XX)

e-nim ‘by taking’ e-dum ‘by biting’ = focused verb (8XX)
ge-nu-nim  ‘takability’ ge-di-dum ‘bitability’ = ability noun (8XX)
e-nu-nim  ‘takable e-dd-dum  ‘bitable = ability adjective (8XX)

In Legbd, gE- isafrequent nominalizing prefix, while e- isthe general prefixesfound on adjectives,
many of which derive from or are related to corresponding verbs, e.g. dzubbi ‘be cold’, edzubbi
‘cold’, bbi ‘be black’, ebbyo ‘black’ (83.3).

Allomorphy. The seventh argument will be referred to as “almorphy”: In two cases, a
particular (longer) allomorph is required in a construction when followed by a prefixless noun, but
optiona when the noun has a prefix. Thefirst of these is the genitive or “associative” marker awa
(often shortened to aa or a). As seen in the following examples, an overt associative marker is
required when the N2 is prefixless:

lidzil a(wa) dze ‘food of crocodile’ *|idzil dzé
lidzil a(wa) wakE ‘food of child’ *idzil wak

On the other hand, awais optional if a prefix is present:
lidzil a(wa) IE-wanil ~ lidzil 1E-vvanil ‘food of earthworm’

By this criterion, wak ‘child’ is prefixless, even though it has an initial consonant change in its
plural, bEE. Similarly, wadum/badum ‘ man/men’ and gwanO/banO ‘woman/women’ require the
associative marker. It would seem that the associate marker moves into the prefix slot, if the latter is
vacant. A similar phenomenon exists with respect to the locative sequence "NKE i1 ‘in, on, at’: ii is
optiona if the noun has a prefix, but obligatory if it doesn'’t:

E ttO "NKE (ii) Ibbol ‘it fell into ahole’
E ttO "NKE ii kkwal ‘it fell into a boat’

Tone. It has already been pointed out that almost all noun prefixes carry aM or L tone. In
addition, in the associative construction, N1 of N2, there is a tone change which is observable only
when N2 hasal tone prefix: the L of an N2 noun becomes M and, if the stemisM, this M is also
raised to H (8XX):

sin+I1E-sd ®  sinlE-sa ‘hair of tooth’ L-L ® M-L
sin + Iétgol ® sinleutt,él “hair of head’ L-M ® M-H
sin + [i-tOl ® sin li-tOl ‘hair of ear’ L-H ® M-H

The same tone changes take place even if the associative marker is present: sin a(wa) IE-sal, sin
a(wa) le-tdl. However, if the N2 is prefixless, there will be no tone change:

sin + a(wa) + wadum ® sin a wadum ‘hair of man’ (*sin a(wa) waddm)
sin + awa) + nONON ® sin a nONON ‘hair of finger’  (*sin a(lwa) NONON)

Note that by this criterion, theinitial [w] of wadum (pl. badum) does not count as a prefix, rather it
isincorporated into the stem.

Compounding. While not completely productive as a process, there are numerous noun
compounds in which a single prefix is followed by two (compounded) noun stems: pref-N1-N2.
The original pattern seems to be that the prefix is deleted from the N2, but “re-appears’ as a
replacement of the prefix of the N1:



l&sol +ewEm ® eso-wEm  ‘forehead” (lit. face center)
E-tO+ n-zam ®  'nttO-zam ‘back yard’ (lit. house back)

Other combinations do not show aliteral replacement, but rather maintain the prefix of N1, or a
replacement of the N1 prefix, sometimes unpredictably (cf. 8XX). That we are dealing with prefixes
isclear.

Diminutivization. The diminutivized form of anoun is derived by reduplicati ng thefirst CV of
the stem, mcludlng itstone, and by postposmg -WE ‘child’ in the singular and -bE  children’ in the
plura: gékumi ‘fever’ ® gé-ku-kumi-wE ‘small fever’, geku kumi-bE ‘small fevers . Cru0|ally,
the prefix is skipped over. We thus obtain gzl ‘game’ ® gi-zU-z0- -wE ‘small game’, not * gi-gi-
Zu-wE. (See next section.)

3.1.3. Reduplicated noun stems. As is clear from the phonological structure of verbs
(8XX), only a certain number of consonants may appear intervocalically in native Legbo stems.
These include/bb, dd, kk, I, m, mm, n, nn, N, NN/. When other consonants appear in apparent stem-
intervocalic position in nouns, this may be due to three factors:

I. Compounding. The noun may be a frozen compound involving two historical stems, e.g.
Nkatti ‘fence’ (probably from ? + getti ‘tree, stick, log’), gedubO ‘right side’ (probably from du
‘pound’ + gEbO *hand, arm’, i.e. the right arm is used for such tasks).

ii. Borrowings. The noun may be borrowing, e.g. ilaasi ‘rice’, &opileéN ‘airplane’, bil EEdi
‘bread’, "'mmaNgolo ‘mango’, kkakki ‘pants’, fufa ‘fufu’, ikObasi ‘church’ (< Efik).

lii. Reduplication. The noun may involve reduplication. Nouns consisting of identifical first
and second syllables are extremely frequent. Below are some examples:

gebebe ‘dust’ kkpakkpa  ‘groundnut’
€cecena ‘guest, stranger’ kkwakkwéa  ‘locust tree’
ndodoN ‘smallpox’ eloloN ‘snail (small sp.)’
“ndduddu ‘advice’ imimiN ‘marrow’
gedzidz ‘edible nONON ‘finger’
fufu “fufu’ nnyanyaN  ‘horse’
Egbagbaa ‘funnel’ (cf. gbaa‘block’) igisi ‘celebration, feast’
EgOgOmO  ‘fool’ “ntutdli ‘egusi melon’
eggéggo | ‘potato’ ttEtE ‘grandfather’
"NgwOgwO ‘promise’ ale ‘thief’
*NkOKOni ‘bee’ EwOwWON  *hippopotamus’
kkaikkai ‘locally brewed alcohol’ eyéyee “hiccup’
ekpikpina ‘star’ €z0z0N ‘smoke’

As seen, some of the above have bisyllabic stems with two identical syllables, while others are
longer (having either a non-shared final consonant or an additional syllable). One pattern that has
been discerned concerns deverbal nouns ending in a suffix /-(C)al which, exceptionally, does not
assimilate to a preceding mid vowel:

écécena ‘guest, stranger’ cce  ‘expect’
Ekkakkaya  ‘carpenter’ kka ‘carve
ekpikpina ‘star’ kpi ‘7
akOkOna ‘anger’ kkO ‘hate

gétda ‘“madman’ tee ‘rain’?



EtEtEEa ‘blacksmith’ tEEE  ‘burn’
ntitiNa ‘broom’ tiN  ‘tossdown’ (cf. taaN ‘sweep’)

Thefinal -a does assimilate in one reduplicated noun, EbObONO * native doctor’ (cf. bOO* heal’).

In addition, there are a few nouns involving reduplicated CVC and CVCV stems: témtém
‘pigeon (domestlc) wOIOWOIO ‘riot’, ekilikili ‘weaver bird'. There also are afew where the noun
prefix isalso redupllcated eglim-égum ‘ hand piano, keyboard’, mkpOla-mkpO ‘elbow’, “Nkona-
"NKkO ‘tick’.

It is noteworthy that of 28 prefixless nouns (other than those with alternating (g)w-/b-) in the
lexicon, 14 involve reduplicated stems. This may have to do with the fact that adjectives and
ideophones (83.XX) are often reduplicated, e.g. kiki ‘small’, gbagbagba ‘ spacious’, miNi-miNi
‘sweet’ (cf. miN ‘suck’), velevele ‘very quickly’ (cf. vélé ‘fast’), wukaawukala ‘rough’ (cf.
wukki ‘be rough’).

The one productive process of noun reduplication concerns diminutivization. As seenin the
following examples, the first CV of the noun stem is reduplicated, aong with itstone:

1itOl ‘ear’ ® i-tO-tO-wE 11-tO-tOl-bE
léttol ‘head’ ® |&-tto-tto-wE |&-tto-ttol-bE
gizu ‘game’ ® gi-zU-zU-wE gi-zu-zu-bE
gekumi  ‘fever ® gé-ku-kumi-wE gé-ku-kumi-bE
itobo ‘monkey’ ® I-t0-t0bo-wE I-t0-t0bo-wE
enuma  ‘seed’ ® e-mu-muma-wE &-mu-muma-bE
awili ‘gown’ ® awi-will-wk awi-wili-bE
"nzaN ‘nose’ ® "n-z0-zUN-wE "n-z0-zUm-bE

In addition, -wE ‘ child’ is added asapostposmon (pl. -bE), and that the prefix is not copied, e.g.
[itOl *ear’, litOtOWE ‘small ear’, [itOtOIbE ‘small ears .

In diminutivization, the reduplicant is strictly limited to aCV syllable with ashort vowel, even
whenaCVvV, CVVCor CVVCV sem hasalong vowe:

ge-bod  ‘cloud ® &-bo-bod-wE gé-bo-boo-bE

E-kda ‘argument’ ® E-ka-kaa-wE E-ka-kaa-bE

amaéo ‘cup, jug’ ®  amo-moo-wk amo-moo-bE
gE-zEE  ‘journey’ ®  gE-zE-ZEE-WE gE-zE-zEE-bE
|Eb&al ‘breast’ ®  |E-babdxwE |E-bé&-bdabE
EtEEm  ‘heart’ ®  EAEtEEm-wE E-tE-tEEm-bE
IbEEN ‘room’ ®  i-bE-bEEN-wE I-bE-bEEN-bE
aNwaaN  ‘cat’ ®  aNwaNwaN-wE aNwaNwaaN-bE
Ekadla ‘European’ ®  E-kakadawE arkarkaala-bE
AEEMI ‘farm’ ®  HtEAEEMI-WE & tE-tEEMI-bE
imaaNi ~~ ‘heartburn’ ®  i-mamaaNi-wE  i-mamaaNi-bE
[EmOONOI ‘reply’ ® IE-mO-mOONO-wE  |E-mO-mOONOI-bE

There are severa phonological interactions between the stem and the suffixes -wE and -bE:
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First, -wE optionally sumpllflesto -E after round vowels: i-zu-zu-wE ~ i-zu-zu-E ‘small
calabash’, &-y0-y0o-wE ~ &-yo-yoo-E ‘small friend’, gE-bO-bO-wE ~ gE-bO-bO-E ‘small hand,
arm’.

Second, stem-coda consonants may become modified or delete. Coda /I/, which, it will be
recalled, |sasuff|x is obligatory deleted when followed by either -WE or -bE: |&-ttol ‘head’ ® &
tto-tto-wE (~ E), |&-tto-tto-bE ‘ small head(s)'. In careful speech, nasal codas are either pronounced
as such. They are, however, more normally realized as aweakened assimilated [N] before -wE, with
possible deletion and/or nasallzatlon of the preceding vowel. Except in careful speech, they
assimilate to [m] before -bE:

'NgOm  ‘foolishness  ®  "N-gO-gON-wE "N-gO-gOm-bE
i‘nOn ‘“fowl’ ® i‘-nO:nON-WE ) i-nO‘-nO[n-bE,
EwON ‘storm’ ® E-wO-wON-wE e-wO-wOm-bE

Since the [w] of -wE ‘may be absorbed into a preceding round vowel, the diminutive singular of
inOn ‘fowl’ may be i-nO-nON-WE, i-nO-NON-WE, i-nO-nO-WE, or i-nO-nO-E, but not *i-nO-
nOn-E.

When thefirst syllable of the stem contains a sequence of non-identical vowels, only the first
of these is reduplicated:

listal ‘feather’ ® li-si-stiawE li-st-stal-bE

livEdl ‘wing’ ® li-vE-VEI-WE li-vE-VEIl-bE_
gEwal ‘comb’ ® gE-wawa-wE: gE-wa-wai-bE
geyuan “humor’ ® geyu-yuaN-wE e-yu-yuam-be

Thisalows usto distinguish between CyV vs. CiV in nouns such as the following:

EppyON  ‘parrot’ ®  E-ppyO-ppyON-wE  E-pppyO-ppyOm-bE
gEppyami  ‘grass(sp.)’ ®  gE-ppyapyami-wE  gE-ppyapyami-wk
ge-bbyo ‘blackness’ ® gébbyo-bbyo-wkE  ge-bbyo-bbyo-bE
Ekpian ‘chair’ ®  E-kpi-kpiaN-wE E-kpi-kpiam-bE

®

gébbiE ‘darkness’ gé-bbi-bbiE-wE gé-bbi-bbiE-bE

Just as in the case of vowel sequences, only the first tone of a contour is found on the CV
reduplicant. A LH rising toneisrealized as L-H on thefirst two syllables, whileaHL falling toneis
realized asH-HL:

ifin “cricket’ ® i-fi-fiN-wE i-fi-fim-bE
e-ggu ‘catfish (sp.)’ ®  e-ggu-ggl-wk e-ggu-ggu-bE

ifum ‘stool’ ® i-fu-fUN-wE i-fu-fum-bE
geppyon  ‘afternoon’ ®  ge-ppyd-ppydN-wE  ge-ppys-ppydm-bE

|Ebaal

The one LM noun stem in the lexicon, lesdl ‘last year’ does not readily undergo reduplication, but
would be expected to reduplicate as Ieso—so—wE le-s0-s3-bE.

Nouns which do not have a prefix undergo the same diminutivization process:

dzé ‘crocodile  ® dzé-dz&-wE dzé-dz&-bE
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dzO ‘snake’
kkwd  ‘boat’
ddEn ‘eye’
NwWENRE ‘book’

®
®
®

®

dzO-dzO-wE
KkwarkkwawE
ddE-ddEn-wE
NwE-NwENE-wE

12

dzO-dzO-bE
Kkwarkkwal-bE
ddE-ddEn-bE
NwE-NWENE-bE

When the noun vwOm ‘thing’ is redupllcated it losesitsfina /m/ and is (optionally) pronounced
with L tone: wO-wO-WE ~ wO-wO-WE ‘small thing’, pl. wO-wO-bE ~ wO-wO-bE (cf. 8XX).

The following reduplications show that w-, gw-, and b- have fused with the stem:

wawadum-wE
gwa-gwa-nO-wE

baba-dum-bE
ba-ba-nO-bE

Bisyllabic noun stemswhich are aready reduplicated form their diminutive by simply adding

wadum  ‘man’ ®
gwanO ‘woman’ ®
-wE or -bE:
cOcO ‘small frog’
kkpakkpa ‘groundnut’
inini ‘gift’
nnyanyaN ‘horse’
ntOtON ‘rat’
“nzuzuN ‘housefly’
ledudul ‘bundle’

cOcO-WwE
kkpakkpa-wE
inini-wk
nnyanyaN-wE
ntOtON-wE
nzuzuN-wE
edudul-wE

@DPRR@@®@®

cOcO-bE
kpakpa-bE

i-nini-bE

n-nyanyaN-bE
n-tOtON-bE
n-zUzUN-bE
e-dudul-bE

Similarly, nouns with trisyllabic or longer stems, whether reduplications or not, generally form
their diminutive by simply suffixing -wEk and -bE:

ntitiNa ‘broom’
"NKOKONi ‘bee’
gezezeni ‘worm’
gepilipa ‘shoulder’
getokolo “skull’
isokolo ‘orange’
ipin&pi ‘mouse’
ekkpokolo ‘table’
ekilikili ‘weaver bird’
gibilezezdl ‘bat’
egumegiim ‘keyboard’
kolikooli ‘flower’

Non-compound bisyllabic stems reduplicate their first syllable:

itébo ‘monkey’
gekolo ‘hole’
geydi ‘paddle’
lebila ‘bundle’
getena ‘bridge’
ekkpoma ‘bottle
awili ‘ gown’
EVEnnE ‘ladder’
AEEMI ‘farm’

ntitiNawE
"NkOKOni-wE
gézézéni-wk
gepilipawE
getokolo-wE
isokolo-wE
ipindpi-wE
ekkpokolo-wE
ekilikili-wE
gibilezeze-wE
egumegum-wE
kolikooli-wE

ONCONORORONONONONORORON)

I-t6-tobo-WE
ge-ko-kolo-wE
gE-yaydi-wk
le-bi-bil&wWE
ge-te-téenawk )
e-kkpo-kkpoma-wE
awi-will-wg
E-vE-VEnnE-wE
&tE-tEEmI-WE

PRI ®E®®

ntitiNa-bE
"NkOKOni-bE
gezezeéni-bE
gepilipawE
getokolo-wE
isokolo-wE
ipindpi-wE
ekkpokolo-wE
ekilikili-wE
gibilezézé-wE
egumegum-wE
kolikooli-wE

I-t6-tobo-WE
ge-ko-kolo-wE
gE-yaydi-wk
le-bi-bil&wWE
ge-te-téenawk )
e-kkpo-kkpoma-wE
awi-will-wg
E-vE-VENnE-wE
&tE-tEEmI-WE



akkoomba ‘pig’ ®  akko-kkoombawE  akko-kkoomba-wE

On the other hand, bisyllabic stems which are recognized to be compounds reduplicate the
second part:

ge-nyé-dze ‘banana ®  genyédzedzewE ge-nyédze-dze-bE
(nnya‘young’ + gedzé ‘yam’)

i-te-vO ‘street’ ®  i-tevO-vO-WE i-tevO-vO-bE
(Iétel ‘compound’ + vO ‘flow’)

gE-kkpamina  ‘bed’ ®  gE-kkpami-mindwE  gE-kkpami-minabE
(gekkpa‘cover’ + mina‘lie down’; cf. Ekkpa ‘body’)

n-ttO-kkpaN  ‘roof’ ®  nttO-kkpakkpawE n-ttO-kkpa-kkpa-bE

(EttO ‘house’ + gEkkpa ‘cover’)
Thisincludes cases where one of the two members of the compound cannot be identified:

N-Ké&-tti ‘fence ®  N-katti-tti-wE N-kétti-tti-bE
(?+ getti ‘tree’)
ge-ku-ttO ‘hut’ ®  geku-ttO-ttO-wE ge-ku-ttO-ttO-bE

(? + EttO ‘house')

In other cases, reduplication seems to indicate a compound even when neither part can be identified,
or only with uncertainty:

gé&-bukpO ‘board’ ®  g&bl-kpO-kpO-wE  gé-bu-kpO-kpO-bE
(? + kkpO ‘build'?)
n-disa ‘picture ®  ndi-sasawE n-di-sa-sa-bE

(?+ ?) (< Efik)

In these cases it is the intervocalic consonant, e.g. [kp] or [s], which is prohibited stem-internally
and therefore serves as a cue that more than one stem must be present, whether the result of an
obscured old compound or a borrowing, e.g. j&kpu ‘cassava ® j&kpu-kpu-wE, jé&kpu-kpu-bE.

In some cases we can |dent|fy aninitial CV- element which has been reduced from a fuller
stem shape, e.g. tE- (from EtEEN ‘animal’) and tE- from EtEEm ‘chest’. These reduplicate still as
compounds:

gEtE-kkpaN  ‘skin’ ®  gE-tE-kkpakkpawE gE-tE-kkparkkpa-bE

gEtE-kO ‘bone’ ® gE-tE-kO-kO-wE gE-tE-kO-kO-bE
(cf. gEkkpa‘cover’, gekO ‘bone’)

| EtE-blbol ‘heart’ ® | E-tE-bbo-bbo-wE | E-tE-bbo-bbo-bE

(cf. lebbal ‘pit’, hence ‘pit of chest’)

Note in all of the relevant cases above that when in the second member of reduplicated
compound, coda consonants are obligatorily deleted before -wE/-bE.

Three nouns have been found that are inherently diminutive: “ndodowE ‘insect’, gitutti(wE)
‘baby’, "ntEtEbE ‘ grasshopper(s)’.
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3.1.4. Compounding. Although apparently not alive or productive process, as seen in the
previous section, Legb6 exhibits a wide range of noun compounds. A nhoun compound can be
defined as containing two stems, the second of which has no prefix. This stands in contrast to the
productive associative (‘N1 of N2') construction, which is sometimes an aternative:

Compound: getti-kkpal ‘bark’ (i.e. tree-covering)
Associative: likkpal getti ‘bark’ (i.e. covering of tree)
Compound: gétti-nnOdO ‘stump’ (i.e. tree-stump)
Associative: gENNOdO getti  ‘stump’ (i.e. stump of tree)

The two equivalents for ‘bark’ both involve the nouns gétti ‘tree, stick’ and likkpal ‘covering,
peeling’ and those for ‘stump’ again include gétti plus NnnOdO ‘ part of something, stump’. As N2
in the associative constructions, the L-M of gétti becomes M-H (cf. 8XX).

Both gétti and Iékkpal (and the related noun gEkkpa ‘cover’) are frequently found in
compounds:

gEKO-tti ‘forest’ (IEKOI ‘bush’)

ntti-muma ‘tablet’ (emuma ‘ seed’; also gétti-muma)
ntti-wOma “fruit’ (wOm *bear fruit’)

| etti-dul ‘stick-bundle (ledul = ledudul ‘bundie’)

getti-bui ‘tree-trunk’ (ebui ‘middle part of body, waist area)
geEmmakkpa(N) ‘lip’ (gEmma‘ mouth’)

|Emmarkpa(l) ‘lip’ (IEmmal “door’)

“nttO-kkpaN ‘roof’ (EttO house)

gEzO-kkpaN ‘sky’ (gEzO ‘top, up’)

likpE-kkpal ‘thatch roof’ (EKpEn ‘raphia’)

As the second element, -kkpa is the only stem that acquires afinal -N. (The final -I, on the other
hand, is related to the li- or |E- prefix; cf. below). In addition, the last three compounds are among
the minority where aM tone of one or the other stem changes from M to H.

There are three arguments for considering the second stem (N2) to be the head of the
compound. Thefirst is semantic: A “tree-stump’ isakind of stump, a‘raphia-covering’ isakind of
covering, and so forth. The second is reduplication: As seenin 83.1.3, it is the second stem of a
compound that undergoes preflxal CV reduplication, e.g. |EttO- kumma " ceillng (EttO ‘house’ +
gékumma ‘ shelter, cover’), i.e. ‘house-shelter’, becomes | EttO-ku-kumma-wE ‘small ceiling’ (cf.
below). Third, as discussed in the next paragraph, the second stem usually determines the prefix of
the overall compound.

There are noticeable changes on the prefix of compounds, both in terms of its segmenta
identity and its tone. Judging from closdly related languages (Mbembe, Lokaa), where the pattern is
reported with greater regularity, the apparent inherited situation wasthat the prefix of the second
stem replaces the prefix of the first. A number of Legb6 compounds show this pattern:

nttO-zam ‘backyard’ (EttO ‘house’, “nzam ‘back’)

es0-VWEmM ‘forehead, infront’  (lesol 'face’ + EvvEm'* place center’)
getto-kolo “skull’ (lettol “‘head’ + gekolo emptlness)

| EbO-dl ‘fist’ (gEbO ‘hand’ + ledul ~ léduddl ‘bundie’)
likkwE-kOOI  ‘hunting’ (EkWEn fire, gun’ + likOOI ‘bush’)
|ESE-mmal ‘proverb, saying’ (EsE* t|ger + [Emmal ‘opening’)

gEkkwamma  ‘fireplace (EKWERN ‘fire’ + gEmma‘ mouth’)
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|IEKkwammal  ‘fireplace’ (EKWERN ‘fire’ + IEmmal ‘door’)
Thisincludes compounds where the first stem cannot be identified with certainty:

le-no-kkpOl ‘buttocks’ (?+ IEKKkpOI “lump’; cf. eno ‘vagina')
i-kki-zOOm ‘tapping instrument’  (? +izOOm ‘knife’)

lekkpe-mmal  ‘communal house’  (?+IEmmal ‘door, opening’)
Ekkpi-ttO ‘umbrella (? + EttO ‘house’; cf. Ekkpa ‘body’)

Compare dso |E-nnO "mbbol ‘well’ (?+ |&bbol ‘hole, pit’), which, however, appears to have an m-
prefix on the second stem.

In afew cases, the prefix found on the N1 of the compound is not segmentally identical to
either input prefix, and/or may carry a tone which is not found on either noun in isolation. Thisis
particularly true in the case where the prefix is N-:

ntti-bbO ‘tree branch’ (getti ‘tree’ + EbbO * branch)

ntti-muma ‘tablet’ (gétti ‘tree’ + emuma,’ seed’)
gEmmakkpaN ‘lip’ (gEmma mouth’ + gEkkpa‘ cover’)

|[EttO kumma  ‘celling’ (EttO ‘house’ + gékumma ‘ shelter, cover’)

It may be that certain patterns are associated with nouns that occupy N1 or N2 position in
more than one compound, e.g. -tti ‘tree’, -kkpaN/-kkpal_* cover(lng) Among the nouns inputting
N1 in more than one compound are gEta big, old" and EtEEN ‘animal’, the latter being shortened
to tE-):

gE-tarkpdn ‘world’ (gEta‘big’ + ekkpon ‘land’)
E-ta&nOn “old person’ (gEta‘old’ + EnOn ‘person’)
|E-ta-zaNal ‘sea, ocean’ (gEta‘big +IEzal ‘river’)

li-t&-k OOl ‘thick forest’ (gEta‘big + likOOI ‘bush’)
gE-tE-kO ‘bone’ (EtEEn ‘animal’ + gEkO ‘bone’)
gE-tE-kkpaN ~ ‘skin’ (EtEEN ‘animal’ + gEkkpa ‘ cover’)

Only one compound has been found whose input N2 is prefixless:

agghbanOnON  ‘ring’ (gEggba ‘charm’ + nOnON *finger’)
As seen, both the preflx and the stem tone of gEggba changes, perhaps from an earlier, but no
Ionger existent plural *aggba ‘charms in the associative construction: cf. gEggba a nOnON
‘charm of finger’.

Thislast example shows that the N1 retainsits own prefix. When N2 has a prefix, only afew
compounds show stability of the N1 prefix instead:

"NkO-kwEn  ‘bullet’ ('NKO ‘seed’ + EKWEN fire’)
ledudu-Nili ‘knee’ (Iedudul mound’ + nziNili ‘egg’)
|Etta-kolo(l) ‘cave (IEttd ‘stone’ + gekolo ‘emptiness))

Some nouns used in an adjectival function (8XX) losetheir prefix in attributive position, with
or without conditioning a change in the prefix of the preceding noun:

lizEl koola ‘potting clay’ (lizEl ‘sand’ + gekoola red(ness)’)
getti dO ‘short stick’ (gétti ‘stick’ + gEdO * shortness



Unless there is an unexpected segmental, tonal or semantic modification, it isnot clear whether this
is asequence of noun + adjective or acompound:

verb:

EttO-gbala ‘reception room’ (EttO ‘house’ + gbala‘long’)

€gg6ggo mbala ‘ sweet potato’ (eggbggo ‘potato’ + ?)

EggO bbabbaa *cloth (wrapper)’ (EggO ‘cloth’ + ?)

EggO gaa ‘rag’ (EggO ‘cloth’ +?)

kkakki gbala  ‘trousers (kkakki ‘pants + gbala* Iong)
kkakki dO ‘short pants’ (kkakki ‘pants’ + gEdO ‘ short(ness)’)

Preservation of the N1 prefix is aso observed when the second element of the compound is a

I[EzaNal-bba  ‘riverbank’ (IEzaNal ‘river’ + bba‘block’; or: gEbba‘side’)
ledzil soo ‘daybreak’ (ledzil *day’ + soo ‘ dawn, break (of day)’)

lizEl ppi ‘clay’ (lizEl *sand’, ppi ‘plaster (v.)’; cf. geppi ‘wall’)
EvvakkO ‘hyena (Evva‘dog’ + kkO ‘hate, lack’)

| &tt6-ppOi ‘head-ache’ (lettol *head’ + ppOi ‘knock’)

gEmmagguma ‘yawn’ (gEmma‘ mouth’ + gguma*‘blow’)

ntti wOma Fruit (gétti ‘tree’ + wOm ‘bear fruit’)

gEkkpadmina  ‘bed’ (gEkkpa‘cover’ + mina‘lie down’)

"Nkummavée  ‘big celebration’ ("Nkumma ‘honor’ + vee‘sing’)

In other compounds the first element of the compound that appears to come from averb:

gébbo-ttO ‘grave (death-house) (bbo ‘die’ + EttO ‘house’)
gedu-bO ‘right’ (du ‘beat’ + gEBO ‘arm’)
bba-ddEn ‘blind’ (bba*block’ ddEn ‘eye’)

The above deverbals are distinct from their gerund forms gébboE ‘dying’, geduE beating’ and
gEbbEE ‘blocking' . Use of such gerund forms in object + verb nominalizati ons, is quite frequent
(8XX). Inthis productive process, the gE- prefix may optionally delete:

tOO IikkOil  ‘snore’ ® 1ikkOi (gE)tOOE  ‘snoring’ (nausea-reaping)
SEN livOl ‘travel’ ® |EvOIl (QE)sENE  ‘traveling’ (country-going)
ye gekkwé  ‘rest’ ® gekkwe (ge)yel ‘resting’ (strength-reducing)
dzi gita ‘bewitch’ ® gita(ge)dzi E ‘bewitching’  (witchcraft-eating)
dzO EtEEm  ‘hope’ ® EEEmM (ge)dzoE ‘hope’ (heart-keeping)
zOI0 asi ‘pour water’ ®  asi (gE)zOIO ‘baptism’ (water-pouring)

There are some noun stems which Legbo speakers treat as complex, as determined by their

pattern of diminutive reduplication (83.1.3), but whose parts cannot be identified:

“nto-fom ‘fish-net’ “nto-fo-fON-wE “nto-fo-fom-bE
"nsikON ‘pipe (smoking)’ “nsi-kO-kON-wE nsi-kO-kOm-bE
n-disa ‘picture’ n-disa-sa-wE n-disa-sa-bE
jakpu ‘cassava jakplrkpG-wE ~ ja-kpU-kpU-bE
eminaakool ‘young girl’ e-minaako-koo-wE  e-minaako-kod-wE

Oneirregular compound is the noun ‘woman’ and its plural:

Etalagwa ‘woman’ (Eta‘old, big' + ala‘alittle’ + gwanO ‘female’)
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atddba ‘women’ (Eta‘old, big + aa‘alittle’ +banO ‘females’)

While éta-nOn ‘old person’ (pl. a&nOn) is a compound (cf. EnOn ‘person’, pl. aOn), the
following may be analyzed either as compounds or as sSimple juxtapositions:

Etawadum ‘old mar, aabadum  ‘old men’
Eta gwanO ‘old woman’ ata banO ‘old women’

If we assume the fusion of w-, gw- and b- into the stems of such nouns, the above might still meet
the criterion for stem-stem compounding. In any case, the above compounds involving Eta ‘old,
big’ arethe only ones found where the over number distinction on the N2 istransferred to the N1.

Although there are numerous stem-stem compounds in the language, this process of
compoundingsis not productive. The productive pattern involves the associative construction ‘N1
of N2', hence a marker a(wa) which appears between the two nouns. Aswill be seen in the next
section, this potentially causes atona change on the N2 prefix (and stem):

EttO+a+li-zofl ® E-tO li-z0l ‘nest’  (lit. house of bird)
E-mma+a+li-zol ® E-mmali-zdl ‘beak’ (lit. mouth of bird)

Note al so the compound word aviaNmgba ‘ scissors', which derives from two verbs: viiha ‘wedge
and ggba‘join’.

3.2. Possessives and Associatives

3.2.1. Possessive pronouns. The following are the possessive pronouns as realized with a
zero noun head (e.g. ede NgwOmin ‘itismine’, e de NgwO ‘it isyours' etc.):

NgwOmin ‘mine aaman ‘ours’
NgwO ‘yours sg.’ aabO  ‘yourspl.’
NgwE ‘hisg’hers aabE  ‘theirs

These possessive pronouns have the following structure:

N-gwO-min  cf. amin ‘me’ a+aman ‘of us
N-gwO-O cf. -(y)O ‘you object’ a+abO ‘of youpl.’
N-gwO-E cf. -(y)E “him/her object’ a+abE ‘of them’

As seen, the singulars have an N- prefix, followed by a gw- or gwO- element, followed by a
pronominal element: -O and -E are object enclitics (§8XX). By contrast, the plural possessors consist
of associative a + one of the independent pronouns (8XX) preceded by the associative marker a
(83.2.2). Thetona change of aman ‘us to aaman is expected in this construction, whereas the non-
change of aabO and aabE is not. These forms were presumably introduced and contributed to the
levelling of noun class distinctionsin Legbd. Longer associative forms are also possible, using the
fuller element awO (cf. below): awO améan/awaaman ‘that of us', awO awaabO ‘that of you pl.’
and awaabE ‘that of them’. There is no distinction between first person plura inclusive vs.
exclusivein Legbo.

When appearing in attributive position, possessors followed the possessed noun;
EttO NgwOmin  ‘my house’ EttOaméan ‘our house

EttO NgwO ‘your sg. house’ EttOabO  ‘your pl. house
EttO NgwE ‘his’/her house’ EttO abE ‘their house’



Asindicated, the initial [a] of améan, abO and abE does not need to be long, and will therefore be
written short. In addition to NgwOmin, NgwO and NgwE, with most nouns, the singular persons
may appear in a second form:

EttO IOmin ‘my house' |O-min
EttO sO ‘your (sg.) house’ sO
EttO ayE ‘his/her house’ a+aykE

These forms cannot be used in isolation: *|Omin ‘mine’, sO ‘yours sg.’, *aayE ‘highers . As
indicated, |Omin consists of a relic prefixal element 10 followed by the root syllable of the
independent pronoun amin ‘me’. The form sO ‘yours sg.” most like is a relic of another noun
class, hence s-O (cf. sk ‘the’, deriving from ‘higher’). The third singular possessive aayE
‘hig’her’ is built on the same associative construction (within tonal change) as the plura
POSSESSOr'S.

The acceptability of two different setsof singular possessive pronouns was verified with a
large group of nouns, including those beginning with all of the different historical noun class
prefixes, including lettol ‘head’, 1évvul ‘kola’, gizu ‘game’, gétti ‘tree’, gEbO ‘arm, hand’, itdbo
‘monkey’, enuN ‘salt’, EttO ‘house’, azi ‘blood’, 'nzUN ‘nose’.

The same possessive forms are used whether an invariant noun has singular or plural
reference:

itobo NgwOmin E ttO ~ jtobo |Omin E ttO ‘my monkey fell’
itébo NgwOmin ba-ttO ~ jtobo |Omin ba-ttO ‘my monkeysfell’
itobo NgwOmin ba-ttO0zi ~ itébo IOmin battOOzi *my monkeys fell’

As seen, the subject-verb agreements indicate whether the subject noun phrase is singular or plural.
In addition, the last example contains the pluractional suffix -Ozi (from -azi) to indicate that several
actionswere involved.

The same variability is observed on most nouns that have an overt distinction between singular
and plura form:

EllANgwOmMinEmOONO  ~ ENalOminEmOONO  ‘my servant returned’
alaNgwOmin basmOONO  ~ alalOmin bamOONO  ‘my servants returned’
aAlaNgwOmin bamOONOzi ~ &lalOmin bamOONOzi ‘my servants returned

However, several irregularities were found with certain human nouns, particularly kinship
terms, all of them likely relics of past noun class distinctions. The different possible forms of the
singular possessors ‘my’, ‘your sg.” and ‘his/her’ are shown in the following table:
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Noun Gloss |/s-series Ngw-series gw-series
waE (® waa) | ‘child’ [Omin *NgwOmin gwOmin
sO. *NgwO gwO_
ayE *NgwE *gwE / *-E
Ekka ‘mother’ *1Omin NgwOmin gwOmin
*sO NgwO gwO,
ayE NgwE *gwE/ -E
EttE ‘father’ *1Omin NgwOmin gwOmin
*sO NgwO gwO,
ayE NgwE *gwE / -E
Ella ‘servant’ [Omin NgwOmin *gwOmin
SO, NgwO *gwo
ayE NgwE *gwE / *-E
EnnE ‘Iin-law’ [Omin NgwOmin gwOmin
SO, NgwO gwo,
ayE NgwE *gwE / -E
wakka ‘sibling’ [Omin NgwOmin *gwOmin
SO, NgwO *gwo
ayE NgwE *gwE / -E
Eduum “husband’ [Omin NgwOmin gwOomin
SO, NgwO gwo
ayE NgwE gwE/-E
gwanO ‘wife [Omin *NgwOmin | *gwOmin
(® gwana) SO, *NgwO *gwo
ayE *NgwE *gwE / -E*
gwanO ‘woman’ [Omin NgwOmin *gwOmin
SO, NgwO *gwo
ayE NgwE *gwE / -E
EnOn ‘person’ [Omin NgwOmin gwOmin
SO, NgwO gwo
ayE NgwE gwE / *-E
€yoo ‘friend’ [Omin NgwOmin gwOmin
SO, NgwO gwo,
ayE NgwE *gwE / -E
ececena ‘guest’ [Omin NgwOmin *gwOmin
SO, NgwO *gwo
ayE NgwE *gwE /*-E

First, note that waE * child’ and gwanO ‘wife’ change, respectively, to waa and gwana when
possessed. They aone donot accept the forms NgwOmin ‘my’ and NgwO ‘your sg.’, but rather
gwOmin and gwO, which can also be used with certain of the other nouns in the table. In addition,

there are the frozen forms (Q)waa yE * his/her child’ and abaa yE ‘their children’.

The noun gwanO remains as such in the meaning ‘woman’, but changes to gwana in the

sense of ‘wife':

gwanalOmin
gwana sO

gwana sE/ayE

‘my wife pl. banalOmin

‘your sg. wife' pl. banasO

‘hiswife pl. bandayE
‘my woman'

gwanO 1Omin/NgwOmin
gwanO sO/NgwO

‘your sg. woman’

pl. banO NgwOmin
pl. banO NgwO
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gwanO ayE/NgwE ‘his’her woman’ pl. banO ayE
Other redlizations, e.g. *gwana (N)gwOmin are not possible.

The form gwE ‘his’her’ appears acceptable only with Eduum *husband’ and EnOn ‘person’,
but it is not clear if thisisn't because they end in a nasal themselves. In fact, a major historical
question concerns the nature of the NgwOmin/gwOmin and NgWO/gWO distinction. One
possibility isthat the presence vs. absence of M tone N- represents a different noun class. Another
isthat N- was used on possessives with a null head, i.e. ‘mine’, ‘yours'. Because of this function
there is sometimes afeeling that there may be a distinction between ayoo gwOmin ‘my friends' vs.
ayoo NgwOmin‘my own friends' (i.e. friends mine). A finally possibility is that N- represents a
fal se segmentation generalized from the final nasal coda found on certain preceding nouns.

The table also shows that Ekka ‘ mother’ and EttE ‘father’ cannot occur with |Omin or sO.
Both they and severa others of these nouns do occur with an encliticized third person singular
possessor -E:

EKKEE  ‘his’her mother’ pl. akkEE
EttEE ‘hig/her father’ pl. &tEE
EnnEE  ‘hig/her ancestor’ pl. annEE
eéduumE  *her husband’ pl. aduumE
agWEE  ‘hiswife pl. abbEE
éyooE  ‘higher friend’ pl. ayooE

This-E is asterisked in the table in the case of the irregular forms 3gwEE ‘ hiswife’ and abbEE ‘his
wives . Besides EttEE, an exceptional vowel change occurs in Etta NgwE * his/her father’ (but not
with NgwOmin or NgwO).

In addition to -E, the pronoun sk ‘hig/her’, which has developed into the definite article s
(8XX), isalso sometimes used, espec ialy with certain of the above nouns which indicate relations
between human bemgs eg. EllasE ‘higher servant’, wéakka sk ‘higher sibling’, gwana sk ‘his
wife’ (vs. gwanO sk ‘thewoman’). It is uncertain how widespread itisin this function.

The possessive forms shown in the table can also be used when the modified noun is plural,
except that gwOmin and gWO cannot be used with bEE ‘ children’ or with annE ‘in-laws’: ayoo
gwOmin ‘my friends', ayoo gwO ‘your sg. friends’, but *bEE gwOmin, *bEE gwO (rather, bEE
[Omin/NgwOmin ‘my children’, bEE sO/NgwO ‘your sg. children’).

As indicated below, the following plural nounsin the table also accept another form bOmin or
mbOmin for ‘my’:

akka bbOmin *akka mbbOmin ‘my mothers’
attE bbOmin attE mbbOmin ‘my fathers
*allabbOmin allambbOmin ‘my servants
annkE bbOmin annE mbbOmin ‘my in-laws
aduum bbOmin aduum mbbOmin ‘my husbands’
banO bbOmin banO mbbOmin ‘my woman’
anOn bbOmin anOn mbbOmin ‘my people
ayoo bbOmin * 3y00 mbbOmin ‘my friends

The nouns bEE ‘children’, bakka‘siblings’, banO (® bana) ‘wives and acecena ‘guests’ do not
accept bOmin or mbOmin. However, there is considerable confusion on the use of (m)bOmin,
which ison itsway out of the language.
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The corresponding pronouns (m)bbO and (m)bbE appear much rarer, but anOn mbbE
‘hig/her people is attested. Such pronouns should not be confused with the mid tone forms bO
your pl.” and bE ‘their’, which indicate a plural possessor, e.g. akka bO *"your pI mothers’, akka
bE ‘their mothers . The two kinship terms Ekka ‘mother’ and EttE (® Etta) ‘father’ alow the
three plural posessors to appear without &

Ekkaaman ~ Ekkaman ‘our mother’ pl. akka(a@man
EkkaabO ~ EkkabO ‘your pl. mother’ akka (a)bO
EkkaabE ~ EkkabE ‘their mother’ akka (a)be
Ettaaman ~ Ettaman ‘our father’ pl. atta(a)man
EttaabO ~ EttabO ‘your pl. father’ atta (a)bO
EttaabE ~ EttabE  ‘their father atta (a)bE

Finally, one kinship term, wékka ‘sibling’, is completely regular in both the singular and
plural, i.e. taking the same possessive forms as non-human nouns:

wékka 10min/NgwOmin wékka améan

wékka sO/NgwO wakka abO

wakka ayE/NgwE wakka abE

bakka NgwOmin |Omin békkaaaméan  *gwOmin
bakka NgwO SO bakka aabO *gwO
bakka NgwE sE/ayE? bakka aabE *gWE

3.2.2. Associative constructions. When fully marked, the associative ‘N1 of N2’
congtruction in Legbo is marked by an associative marker (AM) awO + a, followed by a nominal
element. When there is the N1 is not expressed, either awO and/or a must be present, optionally
undergoing the coal esces indicated below:

avOawadum ‘aman’s, that of aman’

awaawadum  (coaescence of awO + a)
aawadum (deletion of w + coalescence)
awadum (deletion of awO)

Although the associative construction has a number of functions (cf. below), it frequently
expresses a possessi ve relationship where both the possessed and the possessor are houns:

EttO awO awaE ‘house of child’

EttO awaa wakE (coal escence)

EttO aawaE (deletion of w + coalescence)
EttO awaE (deletion of awO)

In the above example, although the full form of the AM can be pronounced in slow, careful speech,
vowel coalescence is much more natural. In addition, the [w] may fall, with theAM becoming aa.
However, the a which follows awO may not fall unless avO does as WeII hence * EttO awO waE,
* EttO waE.

When the N2 is consonant-initial, beginning with one of the prefixes, li-, IE-, gi- gE- or N-,
smilar redlizations are observed.

EttO awO alizol ‘nest’ (‘house of bird’)
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EttO awaa lizol (coalescence)

EttO aalizdl (deletion of w + coalescence)
EttO alizol (deletion of awO)

EttO awO lizol (deletion of a)

EttO lizdl (deletion of awO + a)

However, thistime we see that not only awO, but also amay be deleted, when the N2 has a prefix.

When the N2 is vowel-initial, beginning with one of the prefixes i-, E- or a, the same
pronunciations are possible as with consonant-initial prefixes. In addition, vowel sequences are
subject to various coalescence rules (8XX). Thus, to take one example, the associative phrase
‘house of afriend’ has at least eight different possible realizations:

EttO awO aeyoo “house of afriend’

EttO aa eyoo (deletion of w + coalescence)

EttO aeyood (deletion of awO)

EttO awO ey00 (deletion of a)

EttO ey00 (deletion of awO + a)

EttO awaa eyoo0 (coalescence of awO + @)

EttO aweeyoo (coalescence of a(w)O + (a) + €)

EttO eey00 (deletion of w or awO + (a) + coalescence with €)
Ettooy00 (deletion of w or awO + (@) + coalescence of O + €)

As seen, there are nine different possible realizations of *house of afriend’, some of which derive
from more than one source, asindicated by the (w) and (a) in parentheses). The last pronunciation
is heard in fast speech: In it the roundness of [O] fuses with the ATR of [€] to yield [00]. Other
examples of deletion or optional fusing of the AM with afollowing vocalic prefix:

lidzil ainOn ~ lidzil iinOn ~ lidzil inOn ‘chicken-feed’ (food of fowl)
EttO a EnOn ~ EttO EENOn ~ EttO EnOn ~ ‘a person’s house’

Aswas sad, the a of the AM awO aisobligatory when the N2 is prefixless: IEWEI a wadum
‘aman’svoice, gekkwé a dze ‘strength of crocodile’, eppya a kkwal ‘price (market) of a boat’.
Thisa isalso required in lexicalized associative constructions where the second noun is prefixless,
e.g. asinaddkn ‘tear’ (literally, water of eye). An overt marker is also seen before wadum ‘ man’
and gwanO ‘woman’, when these nouns are used in the associative to mark male and female:

waE awadum ‘son’ pl. bEE abadum
wakkaawadum  ‘brother’ pl. bakkaabadum
ebbi awadum ‘he-goat’ pl. abbi abadum
inOnawadum  ‘cock’ pl. inOn abadum
waE agwanO ‘daughter’ pl. bEE abanO
wakkaagwanO ‘sister’ pl. bakkaabanO

EnnEagwanO  ‘femaeinlaw’  pl. annE abanO

When aprefix is present, the AM is optional:

akkpaN alidzil ~ akkpaN lidzil ‘plate of food’
EwEm alEvOl ~ EwEm IEvO ‘center of town’
ikpeNa a gittu ~ ikpeNa gittu ‘sense of life’

Unlessthe N2 is prefixless, asin asin addEn ‘tear’ (water of eye), the associative marker tends not
to berealized in lexicalized forms:
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nONON gEVE ‘toe’ (finger of foot)
atu edi ‘palm-wine (wine of palm)
EttO lizdl ‘bird’s nest’ (house of bird)
EttO NkOKOni ‘bee-hive (house of bee)
EdzE litOl ‘earring’ (bead of ear)

Although the above are the most common way such |exicalized associatives are heard, it is possible
to insert awO ain the more literal cmpounds, e.g nONON awO EVE, &t awO edi, etc.

If an N2 prefix bearsalL tone, it will be raised to aM tone in the associative, independent of
whether the associative marker isrealized or not:

geboo  ‘squirrel’ : lidzil ageboo ~ lidzil gebod  ‘food of squirrel’
ligwd ‘leaf’ :izbaligwa ~izuligwal ‘odor of leaf’
libOOI ‘poison’ : inini alibOOI ~inini libOOI  “gift of poison’
gezi ‘rope’ . lekkpol agezi ~lekkpol gezi  *knot of rope’

Longer formswith awO are also possible, e.g. lidzil avaa geboo, izu awaaligwal.

If theN2 hasal prefix and aM stem-initial syllable, the L-M sequence will become M-H by
an apparent “upstepping” process.

lizol ‘bird’ : gEmmaalizdl ~gemmalizdl ‘beak’ (mouth of bird)
gedi ‘palm’ :  anaan agedi ~ anaan gedi ‘pam ail’

evad ‘chief’ :  ékpuanaevad ~ekpuanevaa ‘money of chief’
gidza ‘beauty’ : vvOmagidza~vwOmgidza  ‘thing of beauty’

The same tone changes take place when the AM includes awO: gEmma awaa lizol, anda awaa gedi,
etc.

The processisonly partial, as upstep only affectsthefirst M of aM stem:

gEkOMO ‘disease’ : izEi gEkOmO ‘cause of disease’
Ekada  European : EttOEkéaa “house of European’
"Nkkali  ‘trick’ . gidzEle Nkkdli ‘knowledge of atrick’

As seen in the following examples, only thefirst M of a M-M stem will rise to H, even if the stem
begins with areduplicated CV:

1kOKOIO fish-hook EvwEm ikOkOIO ‘place of fish-hook’
nini ‘gift’ . Eppyainini ‘price of gift’
‘nnanna ‘baby food : izUnnanna ‘odor of baby food’

However, when the N2 is a diminutive reduplication, both stem M syllablesriseto H:

lizo-zowE  ‘small bird . livEil lizo-zowE  ‘wing of small bird
gE-kO-kO-wE ‘small disease’ © 1z0 gE-kO-kO-wE  “odor of small disease’
akakadabE ‘small Europeans : |EVEl ak&kéaabE ‘voice of small Europeans

Note that thereis no toneraising if the N2 is prefixless:

EttO awadum ~ EttO wadum  ‘aman’s house’ (*wadum, with M-M)
liddl a dzO ~ liddl dzO ‘snake'shite’  (*dzO, with M)
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Note that when occuring as N2, Legbo names, which always have a prefix, do not behave any
dlfferently with respect to the (hence optional) AM: gEbO a Liddaddi ~ gEbO Liddaddi
‘Liddaddi’s arm’ (cf. liddaddi ‘happiness'). However, if a prefixless name is imported, the AM
must be present: gEbO a Paul, * gEbO Paull.

Turning to its function, we have seen that the associative is most closely associated with the
usua functions of a genitive construction. It may thus express a possessive relation, but also much
more:

"NNWENE awaE ‘book of child’ (possessive)
lettol adze “head of crocodile

gEkaad a badum ‘men’ s argument’

EnOnagidza ‘person of beauty’ (quality)
wadum a EtEEm kékaaN “man of courage’

EttO alEttal ‘house of stone’ (composition)
1izOOn alizEl koola ‘pot of clay’

Es aegidi ‘bag of beans (contents)
amaoo a atu ‘jug of wine’

ndisaa Atatama ‘picture of Adadama
mpanaalEkQOQI ‘troubles of war’ (connection)
Eppyaa EggO ‘price of cloth’

libbol agituttu ‘crying of babies (subject of action)
gEVEI aasi ‘bubbling of water’

Concerning action nominals and gerundives, only the subject of averb can be expressed with an
AM: |Emmanal alcgi ‘lcgi’s birth’, gEwONNO a lizdl ‘flying of bird'. Rather than using an
associative construction, the gerund follows an object with potential preflx deletion to form a
compound: EggO gEdEEE cloth-buying’, égidi gEkOONE * bean-planting’ .

In addition to its “genitive” function, the associative is al'so use to mark relatives, clefts, and
(change of subject) consecutives (cf. 8X X, 8XX):

First, the AM awO ais optionally used following or instead of &kE before the subject of a
relative or cleft clause from which an object (or other non-subject element) has been extracted:

lidzil sE akE awO abadum SE ba-dzi ‘the food that the men ate’
lidzil SE &E abadum sE ba-dzi

lidzil SE awO abadum sE ba-dzi
lidzil sSE abadm sk bé-dzi

e-delidzil sE akE awO abadum sE b&dzi ‘it'sthefood that the men ate
e-delidzil sE &E abadum sE ba-dzi

e-delidzil SE awO abadum sE ba-dzi
e-delidzil sE abadm sk ba-dzi

In each set, the first two sentences have both the complementizer &kE ‘that’ and the AM, while the
second two sentences have only the AM. Because the subject noun badum ‘men’ is prefixless, the
a part of awO amust be present:
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*(e-de) lidzil sE &kE awO badum SE ba-dzi
*(e-de) lidzil sE &E badum sE bé-dzi
* (e-de) lidzil SE badum SE bé-dzi

Had the subject had a prefix, any part of the AM could have been deleted, and both akE and awO a
could be absent completely:

lidzil sE akE awO alizdl sE ba-dzi ‘the food that the birds ate’
lidzil SE &KE awO liz0l SE béa-dzi (with &kE)

lidzil sE akE alizol sE ba-dzi

lidzil SE &KE lizdl sE ba-dzi

lidzil SE awO alizdl SE béa-dzi (without &KE)
lidzil sEaNO lizol sE b&dzi

lidzil sEallzoI sEb&dZ|

lidzil SE izl SE b&-dzi

As seen, the AM awO a undergoes the same options and coalescences asin its genitive function. In
addition, these last examples show that the subject noun lizol ‘bird(s)’ undergoes the expected
change from L-M to L-H.

The AM is completely optional when there is no subject noun:

lidzil sSE &kE awO aba-dzi  ‘thefood that the birds ate’
lidzil sE &kE awO bé-dzi (with &kE)

lidzil sE &KE aba-dzi

lidzil sk &E bé-dzi

lidzil sE awO aba-dzi (without &KE)

lidzil SE awO ba-dzi

lidzil sE ab&-dzi

lidzil sk bé&-dzi

We interpret thisto mean that the subject marker béa-‘they’ is actually a prefix, hence allows non-
occurrence of AM a.

The AM also occursin subject relatives and clefts, but with adifference:

*lizol sE akE awO abattO ‘the birds that fell’
lizol sSE &E awO battO (with &kE)
*lizol SE 8kE abattO
lizol sE &E battO
*lizol sE awO abattO (without &KE)
lizol sE awO battO
*|izol sE abattO
lizol sE batt®

As seen, in this case the a part of the AM cannot occur. Since it is acceptable to say lizol SE aaba
ttO, we derive evidencean aa AM may derive exclusive from awO, via w-deletion, and does not
require afollowing a morph.

The AM is required in conjoined (or consecutivized) clauses which have an overt subject
noun:



-WE|I e-de awO abadum SE bazeé-m ‘] came and the men saw me’
N-wEli &-de abadum sE b&zeé-m

*N- WEI| e-de awO badum SE ba&zeé-m
*N-wEli &de badum sE bazeé-m

Thefirst two examples have either avO aor a as AM before the subject noun badum. The second
two sentences again show that the a part of the AM is required before a prefixless noun.

When there is no overt subject in the consecutivized clause, again awO isoptional, whilea is
prohibited:

*N-wEli &-de avO abazeém ‘| came and they saw me’
*N-wEli e-deaba-zeé-m

N-wEli &-de awO bazeé-m
N-wEli é-de b&zeé-m

Again, thereisno AM in the absence of an overt subject noun: N-wEli &-de awO ba-zeé-m ‘| came
and they saw me'.

Thereisno AM in seria constructlons lacking a complementizer such as é-de: ba-wEli ba
findm ‘they came and touched me’, * ba-wEli awO ba finam.

3.3. Adjectives and ideophones

Legbdisrichin “property terms’, that is, words used to describe what would be expressed
by an adjectivein English and many other languages. ‘big’, ‘small’, ‘white’, ‘black’, ‘good’, etc.
However, these terms fall into at least four different form classes. verb, noun, adjective, and
ideophone.

Thefollowing table providesa list of the most common such words. The glosses in the first
column are intended to be neutral in terms of part of speech. Thus, what is glossed as ‘bad’ stands
for ‘be bad’, ‘badness’ and ‘bad’.
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Gloss Verb Noun Adjective  Ideophone

bad 1O gEIOO EIOO *

bad * gébia ebia *

big, great, fat | kkam * * kkoNN

big, large * gégboghoN | égbogboN | *

black bbi gebbyo ebbyo kkpEmm

cold dzubbi gédzubbi edzubbi bbEmm

deep dooNo * * ddoNN

dry ggu * * ssaa

far vila * evilavi *

good dza geding, Ekka | édina *

beautiful dza gidza * *

hard, strong | kakaNa | gEkékaaN ekakaaN | kkaNN

heavy doO * * ttumm

hot (temp) kOm gEKOmMO EKOMmO | ffemm

hot (temp) kkumi gekkami ekkuami ffemm

intelligent kpeNa ikpeNa * *

light (weight) | fEIE gEfEIE EfEIE fEIEIE

long dum * Egbaa ggbOi

many kuli gekdli Ekdli *

messy dzui gédzui edzui *

near foOlO gEfOlO EfOIO *

old tam gEta Etamatam | *

red kool gekoola ekoola ttoo

rotten |OkkO gEIOKkO EIOKKO | *

rough WUKKi gewukki ewukki wuokaawdkaa

short * gEdO EdO *

small VEmmE | gEvEmmE | EVEmmE | kikii

smooth kOO * * kOikOi

sour maaNi * * mmaNN

straight nNOMo * * ggbONN

stupid ppéne géppené eppéné ppomM-ppém

sweset didia ididia * mMiNimINi

tall kkpONO | ikkpONO ekkpONO | ggbONN

wet ddOmO | * * ddOmm

white gwene gegweéne egweéne ffai

wide dze * * ppee,
gbagbagba
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The adjective édzi can only be used with inanimates, e.g. EttO édzti ‘ messy house', while arelated
adjective edzla can be used with both animates and inanimates: EtEEn &dzaa dirty animal’,
akkpaN édzua‘dirty plate'.



3.3.1. Adjectival verbs. The second column list what we can refer to as adjectival verbs, e.g.
kkam ‘be big’, bbi ‘be black’, dOO ‘be heavy’, vVEmmE ‘be small’. As seen al but three of the
property terms can be expressed verbally: gébia‘bad’ (but cf. 10 ‘be bad ), gegbogboN ‘big’ (but
cf. kkam ‘be big'), and gEdO ‘short’. These three only are marked * to show that there is no
corresponding verb *blaor *dO. In the above table, only those adjectival verbs are given that have
at least one other form to go with them, e.g. an ideophone (83.3.5). Other verbs that are trandated
with adjectives in English, but which do not meet this criterion, include:

dan  ‘beblunt’ tua  ‘bestrong
dum ‘besharp’ jeghe ‘betall’ (humans)
mma ‘besick’ sana ‘bethin, slim’

3.3.2. Adjectival nouns. The third column provides the noun form of the adjectlvewhlch
can appear as N1 of an ‘N1 of N2' associative construction, e.g. gédzubbi a EttO ‘coldness of
house', gékoola a |IEzEl ‘redness of soil’, géppéné a wak stup|d|ty of child’. As seen, most of
these begln with a gk- prefix. (In one case, gEKOmMO ‘hotness’, the prefix has a M tone.),The
following, however, have an i- prefix: ikpeNa ‘intelligence’, ididia ‘sweetness, ikkpONO
‘tallness’. Like dll verbs, the adjectival verbsin the first column can form agerund by prefixing gE-
and suffixing -E (or just aL tone if the verb already has two syllables), e.g. gEIOE ‘being bad’,
geégguE ‘being dry’, gedooNoO ‘being deep’, gedumE ‘being long’, gédzeE ‘being wide'. In
column three only those adjectival nouns are listed which are not identical to the gerund of the verbs
in the second column. Note that in several casesthe only difference would be tonal:

Adjectival Nouns Gerund
‘coldness’ gedzabbi gedzubbi ‘being cold’
‘lightness’ gEfEIE gEfEIE ‘being light’
‘abundance’ gekuli gekuli ‘being many, abundant’
‘messiness’ gedzui_ gedzui_ ‘being messy’
‘nearness gefOIO gEfOIO _ ‘being near’
‘rottenness gEIOkkO gEIOKkkO ‘being rotten’
‘roughness’ gewukki gEWUKKi _ ‘being rough’
‘smallness’ gEvEmmE gEvEmmE ‘being small’
‘stupidity’ geppene geppene ‘being stupid’
‘whiteness gegwéne gegwene ‘being white’

In al but one case, the adjectival nouns have a H-L stem pattern, while the corresponding gerund
has the more general M-L pattern. All of these derive from M tone adjectival verbs. The one
exception, géppené ‘ stupidity’, which hasits H tone on the prefix instead, is also the only adjectival
noun to derive from a L tone adjectival verb. Its adjective form, ppéneisaso tonaly irregular.

3.3.3. Adjectives. The formsin the fourth column are identified as adjectives. As seen, they
all have an E- prefix (M tone E- in the case of EKOmO *hot’). These forms appear in both in
predictative and attributive functions: e-de EIOKKO ‘it is rotten’, genyédze EIOKkO ‘rotten
banana’.

Although frequently resembllng adjectival nouns, except for prefix, the function isadjectival
rather than nominal, e.g. e-de ebbyo ‘itisblack’. A gerund used in this context would, rather, have
the quallty of’ meaning: e-de gebbyo ‘it is blackness, e-de gEkOOE ‘it is smoothn&s e-de
géppeneé ‘it is stupidity’. It thus would not make sense for the subject of the copulato be pIuraI
*ba-de geébbyo ‘they are blackness etc. The same tonal properties characterize both adjectival
nouns and adjectives: the H-L stem pattern (géwukki ‘roughness’, éwukki ‘rough’), the exceptional
M prefix of gEkOmO ‘heat’ and EKOMO ‘hot’. The one exception is géppené ‘stupidity’ vs.
eppéné ‘stupid’. Note that al four adjectival nouns in the table which exist without a corresponding

28



adjective have agi- or i- prefix: gidza‘beauty’, ikpeNa‘intelligence’, id‘ldl'a ‘sweetness’, ikkpONO
‘tallness’. These might, therefore, be aternatively identified simply as*nouns’. On the other hand,
two adjectives have been identified for which there is no corresponding adjectival noun: évilavi ‘far’,
Egbaa‘long'.

The same adjective forms are also used attributively after amodified noun:

wakE EIOO ‘bad child’ EttO edzdi _ ‘messy house’
EttO édzdbbi ‘cold house’ [EvOl EfOIO ‘nearby town’
EkwEn EKOmO  *hot fire wadum éppéne  ‘stupid man’
|IEzaNa Egbda  ‘long river’ ntOtON egwéne ‘whiterat’

In this position, the E- prefix may opti onally be deleted: wak 100, EttO dzubbi etc. It may not be
deleted after the copula e-de ekakaaN ‘itis hard’, *e-de kakaaN (cf. IEttal (e)kakaaN ‘hard rock’).

This deletion occurs whether or not the adi ective immediately follows the noun it modifies, e.g.

ikatam (€)bbyo IOmin ~ ikatam 1Omin (&)bbyo ‘ my black basket’. However, the E- prefix may not
be deleted in predicative position, or when the adjectlve is used without a noun head: e-de ébbyo ‘it
isblack’ (*e-de bbyo), ebbyo sE ‘the black one (*bbyo sE).

In either predicativeor attributive function, adjectivesare repeated (fully reduplicated) when
thereferent isplural:

e-de ebbyo ‘itisblack’ ba-de ebbyo ebbyo ‘they are black’
e-de EdO ‘he/sheis short’ ba-de EJO EdO ‘they are short’
e-deEtamatam  ‘he/sheisold’ ba-de Etaméatam Etamétam  ‘they are old’
ikatam (e)bbyo  ‘black basket’ ikatam ebbyo ébbyo ‘black baskets
wadum (E)dO  ‘short man’ badum EdJO EdO ‘short men’
Ella(E)tamatam ‘old servant’ dlaEtamatam Etamatam  “short servants

Asindicated, in the plura the E- prefix may not be deleted from either of the two occurrences of a
repeated attributive adjective: *ikatam eébbyo bbyo, *ikatam bbyo ebbyo, *ikatam bbyo bbyo.
Reduplication of the adjectiveis only required when thereis no other mark of plurality in the noun
phrase or sentence. Thus, badum EdO ‘short men’ is also acceptable because badum is
unambiguously plural. Similarly, ikétam ébbyo ba-ttO * black baskets fell’ is acceptable because of
the plural subject agreement market ba-. By itself, howeve, ikatam ébbyo can only mean ‘black
basket' .

A few additiona observations about adjectives.

The adjectives EfOIO ‘near’ and EkkpONO are exceptl onal in appearing only inattributive
posmon |IEvOI EfOIO ‘nearby town’, wadum EkkpONO ‘tall man’, but *IEvOI sE e-de EfOIO
‘thetown is near’, *wadum sk e-de EkprNO

The impersonal verb kuli ‘be abundant’, asin e-kuli man ‘itisalot for us or vwOm e-kuli bE
‘they have thingsin abundance’ (lit. things are abundant to them) also has an adjective noun gekuli
“abundance’ . Since the corresponding adjective necessarily occurs with a plural referent it occurs
only in reduplicated form: ikatam ekuli ékuli ‘many baskets', alternatlvely ikatam kuli-kuli. With
nouns which do not have a sg./pl. distinction in referent, EkprNO alot, much, tall’ is used: as
EkkpONO ‘alot of water’, ékkpuan EkkpONO ‘alot of money’.

As seen in the table, the color terms‘black’, ‘red’ and ‘white’ al have a full paradigm: verb,
adjectival noun, adjective, and ideophone. Additional color terms consist of using a fully
reduplicated noun whose color refers to the object in question:
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Edan ‘yellow camwood ®  Edan-Edéan ‘yellow, orange’
ligwd ‘leaf’ ® ligwa-ligwa ‘green’

lizEl ‘sand’ ® lizEl-lizE ‘brown’

ezom ‘grey chak’ ® €z0m-ezom ‘grey’

In addition, ittd ‘red camwood’ also may used to form itto-ittd to describe a reddish color
re&embllng red chalk. Theabovecan be used predicatively and attributively: e-deligwal-ligwal ‘itis
green’, ikatam ligwal-ligwal ‘green basket'. These doubled forms do not undergo further
redupllcatlonlnthe plural ikatam ligwal-ligwal E-ttO *agreen basket fell’, ikatam ligwal-ligwal ba-
ttO ‘green basketsfell.’

Thereis aproductive process of deriving both adjectival nouns and adjectives from verbs,with
the meaning ‘-able’:

Verb Adjectival Noun Adjective

dzi ‘eat’ gedzidz edzidz ‘edible’

gwa “drink’ gEgwégwa Egwégwa ‘drinkable
dum ‘bite’ gedudum edidum ‘bitable’

bila ‘climb’ gebibila ebibila ‘climbable’
VE “Kkill’ gEVEVE EvEVE ‘killable
mEN ‘swallow’ gEMEMEN EmEMEN ‘swallowable
ZEE ‘walk’ gEZEZEE EzEZEE ‘walkable
WONNO ‘fly’ gEwOWONNO EwOwWONNO ‘flyable’

As seen, the adjectival nouns take a M tone gE- prefix, while the corresponding adjectives take M
tone E-. Thefirst CV of the verb stem isreduplicated. A M verb will produce a H-M tone pattern on
the reduplicated stem, while a L verb will produce a L-H-M pattern. The adjectival nouns are
perhaps aptly translated with ‘-ability’, e.g. gedzidzi *edibility’, gegwagwa ‘drinkability’, and can
be used as comparable nomina forms. gegwégwa a asi sk ‘the drinkability of the water’. The
derived adjectlves translated with *-able’, can be used either predicatively or attri butlvely e-de
Egwagwa ‘it is drinkable’, asi ngagwa drinkable water’; e-de EWOWONNO ‘it is flyable',
gEzEE EWOWONNO aflyable journey’ (e.g. between Calabar and Eket). When usedattrlbutlvely,
these derived adjectives may not delete their initial E- (perhaps because it hasa M tone): *asi
gwégwa, * gEzEE wOWONNO. There is no further reduplication when the referent is plural, but the
pluractional suffix -azi may be added: gEzEE EWOWONNOZzi bana som aNwON *flyable journeys
areenjoyable’.

In the absence of an adjective, if there is a corresponding ideophone (83.3.4), the latter may be
used either predicatively or attributively: e-de kkoNN ‘it isbig’, wadum kkoNN ‘big man’; e-de
gbagbagba ‘it isvery wide', édeen gbagbagba ‘avery wide road'.

Where there is neither an attributive adjective form nor an ideophone available, or as an
aternative, arelativized may be used to the modify the noun:

banO (&kE) ba kpeNaékpeNa ‘intelligent women’ (women (who) are intelligent)
EggO (&KE) EkOO EKOO  ‘smooth cloth’ (cloth (which) is smooth)

In these examples, the verbs kpena ‘ be intelligent’ and kOO *be smooth’ are followed by a focused
focused verbal form, ekpén and EkOO, formed by prefixing E- (§XX) Alternatively, anideophone,
if existing, can be used in an attributive function: EggO kOikOi ‘smooth cloth’ (see next section).
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3.3.4. Ideophones. Legbd is rich in ideophones, represented in the fifth and last column of
the table. Thefirst criterion for recognizing Legbo ideophones is by their unusual phonological
shapes, summarized below:

CCvvVv ssaa, ‘dry’ ffai ‘white’
ggbOi ‘long’ ppee  ‘wide
ttoo ‘red’

CCcvcCcC kkoNN ‘big’ ttumm ‘heavy’
kkpEmm  ‘black’ ffemm ‘hot’
bbEmm ‘cold’ mmaNN  ‘sour’
ddoNN ‘deep’ ggbONN  ‘tall’
kkaNN ‘hard’ ddOmm  ‘wet’

Redup VEIE-VEIE ‘light’ ppom-ppém  ‘stupid’
wukaawuakaa ‘rough’ miNi-miNi ‘sweet’
ki-kii “small’ gba-gba-gba ‘wide
kOi-kOi ‘smooth’

The first group consists of a fortis consonant followed by either a long vowel or Vi
sequence,with either M or L tone. To these we can add the ideophones ggEE *belching’ (used with
ppo ‘to belch’) and ppaa ‘ staring into space’ (used with kkele ‘stare into space’), which do not
enter into the adjectival system. Except for such ideophones, the only entry in the Legbo lexicon
with a CC onset plus long vowel is kkoo ‘tomorrow’ .

The second group consistsof a short vowel flanked by two fortis consonants. Most have M
or L tone. Other than such ideophones, to which we can add nnaNN ‘slow’ (used with ddaNa ‘to
crawl’), NwaNN ‘completely’ and ssamm ‘thank you’, there are no entries in the Leghd lexicon
with a CCV CC structure.

Thethird group ismore diverse. As seen, all members consist of some kind of reduplication
of one, two or three syllables. These show avariety of tones and are less distinct, phonologicaly,
from other parts of speech which may have reduplicated stems. Other ideophones of this sort
include gweegwee ‘fast’ (used with zEE ‘to walk’) and "mkkpaN-"mkkpaN ‘flat’ (cf. akkaN
‘plate’). Thislatter form is rare among ideophonesin having a prefix, which also reduplicates. It is
used with such verbs as sana ‘to be thin’ and ttina‘reducein size'.

Although frequently identifable by their phonological shape, asjust indicated, it is more their
function that defineswhat isvs. is not an ideophone in Legb0. First, ideophones can be used in the
place of adjectives, as seen in the following pairs of sentences, which are equivaent:

e-de ébbyo ‘it is black’ (copula+ adjective)
e-de kkpEmm ‘it is black’ (copula + ideophone)

ikatam ébbyo ‘black basket”  (noun + adjective)
ikatam kkpEmm  “black basket’  (noun + ideophone)

Both the adjective ébbyo and the ideophone kkpEmm are seen above after the copula ‘be’, as well
as after anoun.

There are two reasons why kkpEmm and other ideophones are not adjectives, however. First,
they cannot take the prefix E- (or any other prefix, for that matter). Second, they can modify averb
as easily as a noun. As seen in the following examples, when an ideophone co-occurs with a
corresponding adjectival verb, the effect is one of intensification:
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e-bbi . ‘it is black’ (verb)

e-bbi kkpEmm ‘itisvery black’ (verb + ideophone)
*e-bbi ebbyo

e-kakaNa ‘itis hard’ (verb)

e-kakaNa kkaNN ‘itisvery hard’ (verb + ideophone)
*e-kakaNa EkakaaN

As shown, the corresponding adjectives ébbyo and EkéakaaN cannot appear in modification of a
verb—a major difference between ideophones and adjectives. Note, in addition, that ideophones
may also follow their respective adjective:

e-de ébbyo kkpEmm ‘itisvery black’
e-de EkakaaN kkaNN ‘itisvery hard’
ikatam ébbyo kkpEmm ‘avery black basket’
Enaan EkakaaN kkaNN ‘very hard fufu’

Another property of ideophonesis that they are fully reduplicated in the plural. The normal
agreements are as follows:

ikatam ébbyo E-ttO ‘ablack basket fell”  (adjective)
ikatam ébbyo ébbyo ba-ttO  “black baskets fell’
ikatam kkpEm E-ttO ‘ablack basket fell’  (ideophone)

ikatam kkpEm kkpEm ba-ttO ‘black baskets fell’

The same reduplication of an ideophone may occur in its adverbial function, often producing quite
subtle distinctions:

e bbi kkpEmm ‘itisvery black’

e bbi kkpEmm kkpEmm ‘itisvery black’ (here and there, at different times)
ba-bbi kkpEmm . ‘they are very black’ (al inagroup, al at once, togetehr)
ba-bbi kkpEmm kkpEmm ‘they are very black’ (=best way to say it)

e bbiazi kkpEmm ‘itisvery black’ (at different times)

e bbiazi kkpEmm kkpEmm ‘itisvery black’ (here and there, at different times)
ba-bbiazi kkpEmm ‘they are very black’ (individually in agroup)

ba-bbiazi kkpEmm kkpEmm ‘they are very black’ (individually)

The above attempts to draw out some of the potential shades of meaning between using one vs. two
occurrences of an ideophone, kkpEmm, aswell asintroducing the -azi pluractional form of the verb
(8XX). In actua practice, the indicated semantic differences may be too subtle to maintain.

Used attributively, the reduplication of an ideophone (or adjective) unamblguously signals
plurality: ikatam kkpEmm ‘a black basket’, ikatam kkpEmm kkpEmm ‘black baskets'. Thus,
subject-verb agreement must be plural: ikatam kkpEmm kkpEmm ba-ttO ‘ black baskets fell’ (*e-
tt0). However, reduplication is not required if another element marks plurality: ikatam kkpEmm ba:
ttO ‘black baskets fell’ (cf. ikdtam eébbyo ba-tt0). Thus aso with numerals, ideophones and
adjectives need not be reduplicated. All of the following variations mean ‘two black baskets':

ikatam (€)bbyo af ON ikatam ebbyo ebbyo af ON
ikatam kkpEmm afON ikatam kkpEmm kkpEmm &fON
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ikatam &fON (€)bbyo ikatam &fON ebbyo ébbyo
ikatam afON kkpEmm ikatam afON kkpEmm kkpEmm

An adjective and an ideophone a so be combined together in attributive position: ikatam ebbyo
kkpEmm ~ ikatam kkpEmm ebbyo ‘a very black basket'. The plura ‘very black baskets can be
formed in any of the following ways.

ikatam ébbyo kkpEmm kkpEmmm ikatam kkpEmm ébbyo ébbyo
ikatam ébbyo ébbyo kkpEmm ikatam kkpEmm kkpEmm ébbyo
ikatam ébbyo ébbyo kkpEmm kkpEmm ikatam kkpEmm kkpEmm ébbyo ébbyo

Finally, note that, like adjectlveﬁ |deophon05 may be used without an overt noun head: ebbyo
sE ‘the black one'; kkamm SE ‘the black one', pl. ébbyo ébbyo sE, kkpEmm kkpEmm sE * black
ones'.

3.4. Numerals.

Legho shows signs of a mixed numeral system which perhaps has had different bases at
different timesin its history. The following shows the numbers from 1 to 20 in Legho:

wOni ‘T dzO ii wOni ‘11
afON ‘2 dzO &ON ‘12’
attan ‘3 dzO attan ‘13’
annaN ‘4 dzO annaN ‘14
azen ‘5’ dzi R ‘15’
azen awOni ‘6’ dzi it wOni ‘16’
azen afON ‘7 dzi aafON ‘17
azen attan ‘8 dzi agttan ‘18’
azen annaN ‘9’ dzi aannaN ‘19’
dzO ‘10’ IEZOI ‘20’

As seen, the numerals 1-5, 10, 15 and 20 are basic, while the other numbers are composite,
formed by adding ii ‘with’ + one of the numerals 1-4. Thus, numerals 6-9 are formed by adding 1-
4toazen 'S, the numerals 11-14 are formed by adding 1-4 to dzO ‘10’, and 16-19 are formed by
adding 1-4 to dzi ‘15'. Historically, there was a ML preposition ii ‘with’, which, although only
appearing before the consonant-initial numeral wOni, aso shows atonal effect after L tone dzi in
the numerals 17-19, asindicated. Note that the numeral IEzOI ‘20" isrelated to dzO ‘10", the latter
possibly undergoing fortition as aresult of an earlier class prefix that has dropped out.

Higher numbers are formed by adding or multiplying the above numerals. The decades up to
100 are formed as follows:

dzO ‘10’

|EZOl ) ‘200

IEzOI évuli dzO ‘30’ (20 + 10)

azO afON 40 (20x 2)

azO afON é-vuli dzO ‘50’ ((20 x 2)+ 10))
azO attan ] ‘60’ (20x 3)

azO atanévuli dzO ‘70 ((20x 3) + 10)
azO annaN ‘80’ (20x 4)

az0 annaN é-vuli dzO 90’ ((20 x 4) + 10)
az0 azen ‘100 (20x5)
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As seen, 40, 60, 80 and 100 in the base form azO ‘20’ (plural of IEzOI *10') multipled by 2, 3, 4
and 5, respectively. The frozen consecutive form é-vuli *plus’ is used to add to these dzO 10’ to
each of these to form the numerals 30, 50, 70 and 90. This form, from the verb vuli ‘to remain
over',usedin calculatlons, literally means “and remained over’, as in the sentence, me-nii bE afON
&ON &vuli wOni ‘we gave them each two with one |eft over’ (I|teraIIy, we gave them each two and
one remained over). As seen in the following examples, évuli is used quite generaly for this
purpose:

|EZOI évuli wOni ‘21 |IEzOI évuli dzO &ON ‘32’
IEzOI évuli afON ‘22 azO afON évuli azen attan ‘48’
IEzOI évuli dzOii wOni ‘31 azO azen evuli dzi ‘115’

The largest single numera base term in Legbo is the culturally important number 1el6dl “ 400,
i.e. 20 x 20. Thus, compare the expression E baai 1el6dl * he tied 400", which means that he has 400
sticks of yam in his yam barn.

Any of the above numerals can be used after a noun: bEE dzO ‘10 children’, banO |EzOI
evuli wOni ‘21 womer’, ikatam azO annaN evuli dzO ‘90 baskets, €tti 1el0dl ‘400 sticks', etc.

Distributive numerals are formed by repeated the numeral in question. The last M of the first
numeral israised to H:

wOni wOni ‘one each’ dzO dzO ‘ten each’

afON afON ‘two each’ dzi dzi _ ‘fifteen each’

attan attan ‘three each’ IEzOI IEZOI  *twenty each’
annaN annaN  ‘four each’ lel6ol 1elool  “four hundred each’
azén azen ‘five each’ azen awOni azen awOni ‘six each’

Note that while wOni wOni means ‘each’, e.g. n-nii-bE wOni wOni ‘I gave them one each’, a
tonaly distinct form wOni wOni isused, with or without a head noun, to mean ‘anyone, anything’
in the negative: (EnOn) wOni wOni n'n-zee ‘| didn’t see anyone' .

The ordinal number ‘first’ isformed by means of the nominalization of fémi édeen (literally
‘befirgt’ + ‘road, way’): wadum ifémi edeen ‘the first man’. Other ordinals are formed by means
of the associative construction, where (awO) (a) can optionally not appear:

wadumaafON  ‘second man’ wadumadzO  ‘tenth man’

wadum aattan “third man’ wadumadzi  ‘fifteen man’

wadum aanndN  ‘fourth man’ wadum alEzOl  ‘twentieth man’
wadum aazén ‘fifth man’ wadum alelodl  ‘four hundredth man’

One can also use arelative construction with bua ‘follow’ or si ‘make’ followed by the number::
wadum (akE awO) ebua afON *the second man’ (literally man who follows two), badum basi attan
‘the third (group of) men’, etc.

Other terms of quantity include the impersonal verb kuli ‘to be abundant, be many’ and its
derivatives. The subject of kuli can either be E- ‘it’, ba-'they’ or vwOm ‘thing’: vwOm e-kuli bE
‘they have thingsin abundance, they have alot of things'_(literally, things are abundant to them), e
kuli man ‘it is a lot for us’, e-kuli (or ba-kuli) mén ElOsa ‘it is (they are) too much for us'.
However, one cannot have a specific noun as subject of kuli: *lidzil sE e kuli man (intended
meaning: ‘the food isalot for us’). The verb also has the expected derivatives gekuli ‘ abundance’
and ekuli * many the latter being used only in the plural and usually reduplicated: ikatam ekuli
ékdli ba-ttO ‘ many baskets fell’.



The verb kkpONO  be plenty, be much’ can, however, be used with a specific subject, e.g.
lidzil sE E kkpONO man ElOsa ‘the food is too much for us’.

There does not appear to be any word for ‘few’.

Theadjectlveform ebini is used with the meani ng ‘al’ inthe plura: e-dzi gedze( NKE) ebini
(€bini) ‘he ate all the yams'. The noun form Ebada ‘whole’ is used to express ‘a whole yam':
gédzé gEbada (cf . gEbadawOni ‘ one whole', gEbada afON ‘two wholes' etc.).

3.5. Determiners.

Legbo has a definite article SE which occurs with both singular and plural nouns: wadum sk
‘the man’, badum sE ‘ the men’, ikatam sE * the basket(s)’ . Definite SE derives historically from a
third person singular possessive form (83.2.1) and appears frequently in texts. There also is
another form, a&kE, which might be trand ated with ‘the’, and which designates a referent that can be
identified by the hearer, e.g. wadum &kE ‘that man’ (e.g. that particular man that we talked about).

The numeral wOni ‘ong’ is used with singular nouns as an indefinite article: wadum wOni
‘one man, aman’, ikatam wOni ‘one basket, a basket’. The resulting indefinite can be used with
either referential or non-referential meani ng. Thus, n-sokki "NNwENEwOni ‘I am looking for a
book’ can mean either that | have a specific book in mind or not. wOni may not be used with plural
nouns, e.g. *badum wOni. Instead, "'mbOO * certain, some’ is used with plural, but not singular
nouns: badum “mbOO * certain men, some men’, *wadum “mbOO.

In addition to definite and indefinite marking, Legbd formally distinguishes two degrees of
proximity from the speaker in its demonstrative system. When used without an overt noun head,
ammameans ‘thisone' and refers to locations near the speaker, while a8mmE ‘that one’ generally
refersto locations (relatively) far from the speaker (but see 8XX for further precisions concerning
these and other demonstratives). These each have a plural form: 3bEmma ‘ these (ones)’, BbEmmE

‘those (ones)'.

A fuller set of demonstrative formsis given in the following table.

‘this’ ‘that’
m-forms amma ammana amme ammEna
abEmma abEmméana | abEmmE abEmmENa
d-forms adaa addéna &ddE &ddEna
abEdaa abEdadna abEddE abEddEna
n-forms anna
abEnna

The most frequently used demonstratives are identified as “m-forms’. In the singular, the prefix is
a (with M or H tone, asindicated), while in the plural it is abE/abE. The longer forms are used
interchangeably with the shorter forms and involve fusion with the morpheme "nna *like this/that,
thusly’.

The “d-forms” involve the same a and abE- prefixes, but have d(d) in the place of mm. are
These are the secondary or ‘other’ demonstrative forms. They have a number of uses, which are
best trandated by the notion ‘other’. For example, gEbba &mmE ‘that side’ vs. gEbba &ddE ‘that
other side’ (e.g. the other side of theriver). They are clearly related to EDO ‘other, again’, which is
used as both an adjective and an adverb: "NNwENE EdO *‘ another book’, tOOM-E EdO ‘send it
again!’. In actual discourse, the d-form can be used to change referent, al the while keeping the
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notion of ‘this’ or ‘that’. A first speaker one might say n-yEEli “nnwEnE amma ‘| read this book’
(holding a book), while the second might lift up adifferent book and say n- yEEll "nnwENE adaa ‘|
read thisbook’. A third person could even come in with an n-form: n-yEEli “nnwEnE ann& ‘| read
this (still another) book.” (Thereisno n-form for ‘that’.) There is thus the following conventional
order to using demonstratives.

anma ® adaa ® anna
dnmE ® &ddE

In actual practice, a speaker may stop with the d-form.

It should be noted that the plural forms of demonstratives need only be used if there is no
other mark of plurdlity, e.g. écécénaamma ‘this stranger’, acécéna amma ~ acecénaabEmma‘ these
strangers’; ikatam amma ‘this basket’, but ikatam amma ba-ttO ‘these baskets fell’, ikatam af ON
amma (~ abEmma) ‘these two baskets' . Given the optionality of reduplication to mark plural
agreement on adjectives, there are the following four sentences are equivaent:

ikatam ébbyo ebbyo 3bEmmabattO ‘these black baskets fell’
ikatam ébbyo ebbyo amma ba-ttO

ikatam ébbyo abEmma battO

ikatam ébbyo amma ba-ttO

It is only the last that can also be used in the singular: ikatam ébbyo amma E-ttO *this black basket
fell.’

The corresponding adverbia deictics‘here’ and ‘there’ are shown in the following table:

‘here’ ‘there’
m-forms mma mmana ‘"mmE ‘mmEna
d-forms ndaa ndaana "nddE "nddEna
n-forms nna nnana

These forms are the same as the demonstratives except that they have a nasal prefix. The same
interpretations and general usage holds: mma‘here’ would be used firgt, then ndaa, then nna.

The above m-form adverbials may also be compounded with independent pronouns, most
usually with third person ayE ‘him/her’ and abE ‘them’:

‘this one’ ‘that on€’
ayEmma yEmména | ayEmmE ayEmmEna
abEmma abEmmana | aBbEmmE abEmmENa

‘this other one’

‘that other on€e’

ayEdaa ayEdaana ayEddE ayEddEna
abEdaa abEdaana abEddE abEddEna
ayEnna abENnna

The singular forms have the same interpretation as the m-form demonstratives, i.e. ayEmma ‘this
on€' (him/her-here), ayEmmE ‘that one' (him/her-there). The plural forms with abE- are identical
to the m-, d- and n-forms in the demonstrative table.
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3.6. Pronouns

The pronoun system of Legho is summarized in the following table.

Independent Subject Object Emphatic

argument possessive  aff. neg. aff. neg.  pronouns
19 amin | NgwOmin| m- m ‘m mim amiyE
259 awO NgwO a a (y)O yO awOyE
3sy ayE NgwE E- E E | yE ayEyE
1pl aman aaman mE mE man man am&yE
2pl abO aabO ba bO bO bO abOyE
3pl abE aabE ba bE bE bE abEyE

As seen, thelndependent pronouns all begin with the prefix & and have a M tone root: amin ‘me’,
awO ‘you sg.’, ayE ‘him/her’ etc. The independent possessve forms, which were examined in
83.2.1, begin with Ngw for the singular persons, eg. Nngmln mine’, but employ theassociative
construction with the plural persons, e.g. aaman ‘ours (literally, ‘that of us'). Other possessive
forms are found in attributive position, e.g. IOmin, gwOmin, mbOmin, all meaning ‘my’ (83.2.1).

Subject and object pronouns are distinguished according to whether they accompany an
affirmative or negative verb. In the affirmative, full subject marking isrequired before amain verb.
Whether an overt subject noun is present or not, these forms are best seen as subject -verb
agreement: wadum sE e-wédli ‘the man arrived’, e-wédli * he arrived’, badum sE ba-wééli ‘the men
arrived’, barwédli ‘they arrived’, etc. Inthlsgrammar wewrltethesmgular affirmative persons m-,
a, E- with ahyphen. The 1sg subject agreement marker m- assimilatesto the place of articulation of
the following consonant, e.g. n-ttO ‘1 fell’, N-kubba ‘| entered’ . The 3sg subject agreement marker
E- assimilates to afollowing ATR vowel, e.g. E-ttO ‘ghe fell’, e-kubba ‘ s/he entered’. Note that
there is no distinction between 2pl and 3p| subject marking in the affirmative. The tone of these
markers varies according to aspect, mood and clause type (88X X-XX).

Negative subject marking is the same in the singular persons, which show the same
assmilations asin the affirmative, but which fuse with the following negative marker (cf. 8XX):

n'n-ttO ‘I didn’t fall’ N*N-kubba ‘I didn’t enter’
axtto ‘you sg. didn’t fall’ aa-kubba ‘you sg. didn’t enter’
EE-ttO ‘shedidn't fal’ ee-kubba ‘ghe didn’t enter’
mEEEttO  ‘wedidn’t fall’ mE eé-kubba  ‘wedidn’t enter’

bO axttO  ‘you pl. didn’t fall’ bO aa-kubba  ‘you pl. didn’t enter’
bE a&ttO  ‘they didn't fall’ bE agrkubba  ‘they didn’t enter’

As seen, the plural persons mE, bO and bE are relatively free-standing. There also is an aternative
ma‘1pl” which can be used in the place of mE: mE eé-tto ~ ma eé-tto ‘we didn’t cry’. While the
sequences mE e@ ~ ma e ‘we + negative’ may optionally become mé e&-, bO and bE do not
coal escence with the following a&-. The tones of the negative marker also vary by mood; cf. irrealis
bE ad&-kubba ‘they will not enter’.

Since object marking is not obligatory, the forms given in the table are best seen as pronouns
rather than agreement markers. As seen, 1sg, 2sg and 1pl object pronouns are H tone, while 3sg, 2pl
and 3pl pronouns are M. Object pronoun forms may aso differ according to whether they occur in
an affirmative or negative clause. Thisislargely because of their position: In the affirmative, object
pronouns are encliticized to the verb, e.g. e-dui-m ‘he beat me’, n-zee-yO ‘| see you', banum-E
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they will takeit'. In the negative, the object pronouns are free forms that precede the verb: mim ee-
dui *hedidn’'t beat me’, yO n'n-zee ‘| don't see you', yE bE ad&-num *they will not takeiit’.

In casetwo object pronouns occur in sequence after an affirmative verb, the second must be
one of the third person pronouns. (y)E ‘him, her, it’, which may be optionally reduplicated to
(Y)EYE, or bEYE ‘them’ which obligatorily takes thislonger form: ba-nii mani E(yE) ‘they gave us
it’, n-tOOmi-O bEYE ‘I sent you them’. Similarly, the first object can be a noun: ba-nii bEE sE
yEyE they gave it to the children’, n-tOOmi acécéna sk bEYE ‘| sent them to the strangers’.
this case, however, yEyE must be used instead of yE: *ba-nii bEE sE yE.

Thefull set of object pronoun sequencesis given in the following table:

+ (Y)E(YE) + bEYE
-“m | ‘mi-yE, 'm-EyE, ‘'m-yEyE, ‘mi-E “m-bEyE
-0 O-yE(YE) O-bEYE
-E E-yE(YE) E-bEyE
man mani-E(YE) man-bEyE
bO bO-yE(YE) bO-bEYE
bE bE-yE(YE) bE-bEYE

As seen, there is the greatest various when the 1sg pronoun -'m ‘me’ is combined with 3sg
(Y)E(YE), e.g. e-dumi-m-iyE ~ e-dumi-m-EyE ~ e-dumi-m yEyYE *‘ he bit him for me'.

The independent argument pronouns may be used in isolation or in combination with subject
or object pronouns. In answer to questions such as e-de nnE ‘who isit?, one can answer e-de amin
‘it'sme’, e-de aman ‘it's us . These same pronouns may co-occur with subject agreement or with
an object pronoun:

aminntt® ‘I fell’ ezeémamin  ‘s/hesaw me
avOattO  ‘yousg. fell’ ezeeyOawO ‘s/hesaw you sg.’
ayE E-ttO ‘he, she, it fell’ e-zeeyE ayE ‘g/he saw him/her/it’
aman mE-ttO  ‘we fell’ e-zeeman aman ‘s/he saw us

abO battd  ‘youpl. fell’ ezeebOabO  ‘ghesaw youpl.’
E battO  ‘they fell’ ezeebE3DE  ‘shesaw them’

As seen, the independent pronouns abO and abE can be used to disambiguate a 2pl vs. 3pl subject.

Independent pronouns may not be used without a co-occurring subject or object pronouns:
*amin ttO, * e-zee amén etc.

In addition to the above six independent pronominal forms, Legho distinguishes thefollowing
compound pronouns:
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pronoun #  structure meaning(s)

amaawO 2 us-you sg. me & you sg,

amaayE 2 us-him/her  me& him/her

ama abO 3+ usyoupl. me & you pl.; us & you sg./pl.

amaabE 3+ usthem me & them; us & him/her/them

abO ayE 2 youpl.-him yousg. & him/her

abO abE 3+ youpl.-them youpl. & him/her/them.; you sg. & them
abE ayE 2  them-him him/her & him/her

abE abE 3+ themthem  him/her/them & him/her

As seen, compound pronouns are formed by combining a plural independent pronoun with either a
singular or plural independent pronoun. If the combination includes afirst person, the first pronoun
will be ama (< aman ‘us’). If the combination does not include a first person, but does include a
second person, the first pronoun will be abO “you pl.’. If only third persons are involved, the first
pronoun will be abE ‘them’. These combinations thus follow the universal person hlerarchy 1p>
2p > 3p, which isalso evident in subject -verb agreement: ama awO mE-ttO ‘you and | fell’ (*ama
awO ba-ttO); abO ayE bO a&-ttO ‘you sg. and him/her didn’t fall’ (*&bO ayE bE a&-ttO).

The second pronoun serves two functions. Firgt, it tells what other person isinvolved besides
the one expressed in the first pronoun. Second, it indicates whether the compound is a dual,
involving two people, or whether itisaplural involving three or more. If only two areinvolved, the
second pronoun will be asingular: amaawO, ama ayE, abO ayE, abE ayE. If three or more people
are included, the second pronoun will be a plural: ama abO, ama abE, abO abE, abE abE. In the
latter case, nothing is said about how the 3+ people will be distributed, e.g. ‘me & them’ = ‘us &
him/her’, ‘you sg. & them’ =‘you pl. & him/her’.

The above compounds should not be confused with repetitions of the same independent
pronoun, used with the sense of ‘only’ or ‘aone’:

aminamin ‘me aone, only me aman aman ‘usalone, only us
awO awO ‘you sg. alone, only you sg.’ abOabO  ‘youpl. alone, only you pl.’
ayeayE  ‘him/her alone, only him/her’ abE abE ‘them alone, only them’

Examples: aman aman me-zee wadum ‘we only saw a man’, n-zee wadum ayE ayE ‘| saw only a
man/a man on hisown’.

The emphatic pronouns, which resemble the independent pronouns plus an element -yE, can
aso reinforce a pronoun in either subj ect or object position. Thus, e-zee yE ayEyE can mean ‘he
saw himself’, ‘he saw it himself’ or ‘he himself saw it’. e-zee ayEyE can only mean ‘ he himself
saw’. Emphatlc pronouns do not introduce a new referent or argument. Thus, other ambiguities
include: ba ppEIE bE gEbOO 3bEYE *they broke their (own) arms themselves' or ‘they broke their
(someone else’s) arms themselves'. Besides their emphatic function, these pronouns can be used to
disambiguate 2pl and 3pl subject markers, both ba- in te affirmative: battO abOyE ‘you yourselves
fell’, ba-kubba abEyE ‘they themselves entered’.

We do not identify the emphatic pronouns as “reflexive pronouns’ both because of the
noted ambiguities, but also because reflexivity is normally expressed by means of the regular object
pronouns:

nzeeém ‘I saw myself’ me-zeeman  ‘we saw ourselves
azeeyO  ‘you sg. saw yourself’ ba-zee bO ‘you pl. saw yourselves
E-zeeyE  ‘s/he saw him/her(self)’ ba-zee bE ‘they saw them(selves)’
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Asindicated, the 3sg and 3pl objects are ambiguous. the object may be either coreferential (‘ he saw
himself’, they saw themselves') or non-coreferential (‘he saw him’, ‘they saw them’). Thislack of
overt refiexive marki ng applleswhatever the type of object, e.g. from possessor raising: m-ppEIE-m
gEbOO ‘| broke my arm’ (literally, | broke me arm), ba-ppEIE bE gEbOO ‘they broke their (own,
someone else’s) ams' (literally, they broke them arm). In cases of coreferentiality, the object
pronoun disambiguates between 2pl and 3pl, as seen.

Thereareno Iogophorlc pronounsin Leghé: e-dii se E-ttO ‘he said hg j fel’, e-dii sen-dui-E
‘hej said | beat him; ;’ .

3.7. Noun phrasestructure

As seen in the preceding sections, modifiers follow the modified noun in Legbo. Beyond this,
itis hard to find any hard and fast rules for the sequential ordering of two or more modifiers
following the same noun. The following table gives a rough characterization of the ordering of two
modifiers after a noun:

Adjective Numeral Possessive  Determiner
Adjective + + +
Numeral + + +
Possessive + + +
Determiner + + +

In the table a+ means that this is the preferred order, while a £ indicates a less preferred one. As
seen, the + indications define an unmarked order: Adjective-Numeral-Possessive-Determine. The
following two preferences are perhaps strongest:

First, adjectives can be followed by any modifier, e.g. a possessive pronoun, a numeral, or a
determiner:

ikatam ebbyo afON ‘two black baskets (~ ikatam ebbyo ebbyo afON)
ikatam ebbyo |IOmin  “my black basket’
ikdtam ebbyoamma  ‘this black basket’

Second, determiners can follow any modifier, i.e. an adjective (see ‘this black basket’ above),
apossessive, or anumeral:

ikatam afON amma ‘these two baskets (~ abEmma)
ikdtam [Ominamma  ‘this basket of mine (this my basket)

In addition, numerals appear to have the greatest freedom of position. They can occur both
before and after adjectives, possessives and determiners:

ikatam afON ebbyo (ebbyo) ‘two black baskets

ikatam ébbyo (ebbyo) af ON

ikatam afON |Omin ‘my two baskets
ikatam |Omin afON (~ “two of my baskets')
ikdtam afON amma ‘these two baskets

ikatam amma afON (~ “two of these baskets')
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However, as indicated in parentheses, the orders possessive-numeral and determiner-numeral
sometimes have partitive readings: ikatam afON |Omin and ikatam afON amma unambiguously
indicate that there were only two baskets; ikatam 1Omin afON and ikatam amma afON are
ambiguous. there may have been only two baskets, or there may have been more. In longer
combinations, one has the impression that the numeral is set off by pauses:

bEE IOmin amma, &fON, ba-kk( kE EttO  “two of these my children are in the house’

Of the other combinations, possessive-adjective, determiner-adjective, and determiner-
possessive seem less preferred than the reverse orders:

7ikatam [Omin ébbyo  ‘my black basket’

Akatam ammaébbyo  ‘thisblack basket’
Zikatam ammalOmin  ‘this basket of mine’

As seen, there may be exceptions to the unmarked order, Adjective-Numeral-Possessor-
Determiner. In particular, as soon as three or more modifiers occur in a noun phrase, the
generalizations seem to fall apart. Thus, the following are all acceptable for “this black basket of
mine’:

ikatam ébbyo |Omin amma ikatam ébbyo ammalOmin
ikatam |Omin ébbyo amma ikatam |Omin amma ébbyo
ikatam amma ébbyo |Omin ikatam amma lOmin ébbyo

Although the noun phrase becomes a bit unwieldy, the ordering possibilities become even greater
when al four modifiers co-occur. It islikely, therefore, that the noun phrase can be broken up, with
some of the elements acquiring semi-autonomy, as if to mean ‘basket my big-one’ or ‘basket this
mine’ etc.

In addition to the above, multiples of the same type of modifier may occur in the following
stuations:

Adjectives may occur in strings, with a possible scope relation:

gEVEE ébbyo édzdbbi ‘cold, black pear wadum EfEIE EJO ‘short, light man’
gEVEE édzubbi ébbyo black cold pear’ wadum EdO EfEIE ‘light, short man’

As seen, there appears to be no fixed order, rather thereis the potential for different scope relations
between the adjectives.

The definite determiners sE and &E may also co-occur with demonstratives:

ikdtam sE amma  ikatam &kE amma ‘this particular basket’
iketamammastE  ikatam ammaakE

In both cases the meaning is ‘this particular or specific basket’, e.g. the one we were talking about.

Itis, however, the recursivity of possessivesthat creates particularly complex and varied noun
phrase structures. Strings of associative constructions are possible in Legho:

"NNWENE awaE awadum  ‘book of child of man’
ikatam a bakka a banO ‘baskets of siblings of women’
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The associative toneruleraising aL prefix to M (and a following M stem to H) can apply to
either or both nounsin multiple associatives:

"NNwENE aediiumagwanO  ‘book of husband of woman’ (éduum ‘ husband’)
ikatam a acécenaaEvad ‘baskets of guests of chief’ (acécéna‘guests , Evaal *chief’)

In the preferred order, the associative N2 comes in the possessive position, hence following an
adjective or numeral:

"NNwENE ébbyo awaE ‘black book of child’
"NNwENE afON awakE “two books of child’

However, because of the possibility of ambiguity, adeterminer on the N1 will come before the N2:

"NNWENE ammaawaE ‘this book of child’
"NNwWENE awakE amma ‘book of this child’

Either or any noun in association may be modified:

ikatam ébbyo aalaamma ‘black basket of this servant’
gEVEE EIOKkO abEE attan  ‘rotten pears of three children’

In certain cases one can also have amodifer on N1 that follows N2, particularly if the number
agreement makes the meaning clear: "NNwENE awaE &fON *two books of achild’, bEE agwanO
abEmma ‘ these children of awoman’.

In addition, a possessor may appear, typically in the last associated noun phrase:

ikatam aalalOmin ‘baskets of my servants
EttO aeyod NgwO “house of your friend’
gEbOO aEllasE ‘arm of his servant’

Specia constructions involving ndisa ‘ picture, photograph’ and a containers, e.g. améo ‘jug,
cup’ can take a possessive pronoun on N1, followed by N2:

ndisalOminawdEsE  ‘my picture of the child’
amoo sO aatu ‘your jug of wine’

Thefirst sentence above is actually ambiguous: it can aso mean ‘the child’s picture of me’. When
both are associative nouns, the inner one tends to be interpreted as within the picture: ndisaaicgji a
wakE sk ‘the child’ s picture of Ichgji’ vs. ndisaawaE sk aicgji ‘Icheji’ s picture of the child'.

The gerund (8XX) and its complement may also be completed by a possessive pronoun or
associative construction. Both of two orders are possible:

gédzé |0min gEwaanE EE dzai ‘my cooking yams is not good’
gédzé gEwaankE |Omin EE dzai

gédzé gEwaanE awaE sE EE dzai ‘the child’s cooking yamsis not good’
gédzé awaE sk gEwaanE EE dzai

In the above cases the possessive pronoun or associative noun phrase describes the agent of
the action. It isalso possible for an associative to represent either a benefactive or a possessor, the
latter particularly when the object isinherently relation (e.g. akinship term or body part):
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gEbOO 10min gEppEIE EE dzai ‘breaking my arm isn’t good’
wékka awaE sk géduE EE dzai ‘beating the child’ s sibling isn’t good’

The above complex forms involve one noun phrase embedded within another. Full noun
phrases may be coordinated by means of the conjunction bele ‘and’:

lidzil beleas ‘food and water’
gedzé bele genyédze ‘yams and plantains
wadum bele gwanO ‘aman and woman’

Each coordinate may be modified at will: ikatam ébbyo ebbyo bele ékkpaN ékoola ekoola ‘ black
baskets and red plates’, badum azen bele banO dzO * five men and ten women'.

When more than two noun phrases are coordinated, bele appears only between the last two:

badum, banO, bele bEE béa-kki mmE ‘men, women and children were there
n-dzi ilags, genyédze, bele gédze ‘| aterice, plantains, and yams

In case the coordinates are animate, bii may occur before the first noun phrase to indicate
plurdity:

bii badum bele banO “men and women'’
bii dze bele itdbo _ ‘crocodiles and monkeys
hii lizol bele ‘'ndodowE  ‘birds and insects'

One cannot use hii if eithe one or both of the conjuncts is inanimate: *bii Evva bele gEkO ‘dogs
and bones', *bii lidzil bele as ‘food and water’,

An dternativeto beleis Etal ‘and’, afrozen consecutivized form of the verb ta ‘to contribute’:
lidzil Etal asi ‘food and water’, (bii) badum Etai banO ‘men and women'.

As an alternative to the compounding of pronouns (83.6), pronouns may also be conjoined
with bele or Etal. There does not appear to be any preferred order: amin bele awO ‘me and you',
awO bele amin ‘you and me’, aman bele abE ‘us and them’, abE bele aman ‘them and us’, etc. It
does not seem quite correct to use bil with pronouns (??bii amin bele awo) or demonstratlves even
if the latter unambiguously refer to animates: (?2bi1) abEmma bele 3bEmmE ‘ these and those' .

Both bele and etai may be used to conJ oin adjectives as well: e-de ebbyo bele édzdbbi ‘it is
black and cold’, e-de kkoNN Etai kkaNN ‘heis big and strong’. One can also conjoin an adjective
and an |deophone e-de kkpEmm bele édziibbi ‘it is black and cold.’

Thereisno genera word for ‘or’ in Legbo statements. However, in questions tOO ‘or’ can
between diverse congtituents from the sentence and verb phrase on down:

awed tOO asEN ‘will you come or go?

&dEEi gedzésEtOO asu-E  ‘will you buy the yams or steal it?
e-zee EvvatOO ébbi ‘did he see adog or agoat?

e-de ebbyo tOO eggwene ‘isit black or white?

3.8. Theirregular noun vwOm

The noun vwOm *thing, something’ is frequently used as an indefinite argument to the verb:
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wOMEE-ttO  ‘nothing fell’ (literally, something didn’t fall)
E-dzEIEvwOm ‘heiswise’ (literally, he knows something)
es-mwOm ‘I aminjured’ (literdly, it did me something)

Given itsfrequency, it is worthwhile to take note of its potential irregularities.

When followed by a possessive pronoun, there is both aregular and irregular form:

wOmIOmin wO|Omin ‘my thing’ wOmaman waaman  ‘our thing’
wOm sO WEESO ‘your sg.’ wOmabO  waabO ‘your pl.’
wOmayE  waayE ‘his’/her’ wOmabE  waabE ‘their’

In the second form, the final [m] drops from vwOm, and, instead of H, its tone becomes L. As also
seen, the expected form vvO assimilates to the following & of the possessuve pronouns. The same
assimilation is noted when anoun follows. wOm awEE ~ waawEE ‘a child' s thing’, vwOm aiwa
~wviiwa ‘aspirit’sthing’ . [check with a CV- prefix: vwOm alivOl ‘abird’ sthing’ ~ ’7(W|thout a).

The formvvEESO ‘your sg. thing’ isirregular in exactly the same way as the form vEESE
‘the thing’ (~ vwOm sE). Both involve a H tone /E/ to which vwO assimilates. Where we expect
determiner forms beginning with &, we find both assimilation of vO and shortening of the vowel
before the following geminate consonant: [check tones of daa etc.] and plural

wOmamma wamma  ‘thisthing’ wOmammE wammE  ‘that thing’
wOmadaa  wvadaa ‘other’ wOmadde wvadde ‘your pl.’
wOmannd  vwana ‘other’

Compare also vwwOm &kE ~ vwaakE * that particular thing’, vwOm awa ~ vwaawa ‘which thing' ?
Finaly, the second alternate is a so used with adjectives and ideophones:

wOm (@bbyo  vwObbyo wOmKkkpEmm  wO kkpEmm  ‘black thing’
wOm (ekoola  wOkoola  vwOmMttoo wO ttoo ‘red thing’

One cannot use the adjectival prefix &, however, if the allomorph vvO appears before an adjective:
*yO ébbyo, *wO &koola.

Only the full form is used as the subject of a main clause: vwvOm E-ttO ‘something fell’
(*vvO E-ttO). However, both alternates are possible when vwOm isrelativized:

wOmawQ E-ttO  *something which fell’
wO awO E-ttO ® [wOOittQ]

wOm awO awadum E dEEi  * something which the man bought’
wO awO awadum E dEEi ® [vvaawadum...]

This suggests that vwO can be used whenever it is modified by any element within the same noun
phrase.



