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I am an anthropological linguist with an areal commitment to Amazonia and South America more generally. My research focuses on the interplay of language structure and social activity, and explores the ways that social, political, and cultural processes both shape, and are shaped by, the structural dimensions of language. I also engage in comparative work on the grammars and lexicons of South American languages to shed light on the history of the indigenous societies of the continent.


Methodologically, my work is grounded in language documentation and description, and historical and contact linguistics. The typologically remarkable nature of Amazonian languages has also led to an interest in language typology, while my involvement with indigenous communities, has led to a substantial engagement in community-oriented language pedagogy and revitalization activities.


I have carried out in situ fieldwork with speakers of Aʔɨwa, Andoa, Iquito, Kashibo-Kakataibo, Máíhɨ̃ki, Matsigenka, Muniche, Nanti, Omagua, and Sápara, and comparative work on the Arawakan, Tukanoan, Tupí-Guaraní, and Zaparoan language families.
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[image: Liberato Mosoline Mogica (Máíhĩ̵kì speaker) and Lev Michael working together]Working with Máíhĩ̵kì speaker Liberato Mosoline Mogica


[image: On the way up the Napo River]Working with Muniche speakers Donalia Icahuate Baneo and Alejandrina Chanchari Icahuate


[image: With Chris Beier (left) and Iquito speaker Ema Llona Yareja (middle)]With Chris Beier (left) and Iquito speaker Ema Llona Yareja (middle)


[image: Working with Sápara speaker Vicente Aliawkuri]Working with Sápara speaker Vicente Aliawkuri
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    We acknowledge with respect the Ohlone people on whose traditional, ancestral, and unceded land we work and whose historical relationships with that land continue to this day.
  



  

            

          

        

          

  

  
    
      
              

      
                  
            	Powered by Open Berkeley
	Accessibility Statement
	Nondiscrimination Policy Statement
	Privacy Statement
	Copyright © 2024 UC Regents; all rights reserved



          

          
            Back to Top

          

              

    

  


  

